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it was pleafant enough to behold the terraces crowned with 
women, on this occafion. Their keepers were probably abroad, 
to pey their compliments to the fhaik, while the birds flew to 
the tops of their cages, to tafte of the momentary fweets of li- 
berty. I never faw fo numerous a fhew of females, fome of 
whom, in our neighborhood, proclaimed themfelves proficients 
in the arts of coquetry, by withdrawing their vails to attract 
our notice, and dropping them again, when our eyes were fixed 
upon their faces. Many were the falutations we received from 
thefe good-natured creatures; whofe freedom of behavior to us, 
I attribute to the rigid confinement in which they are kept. Re- 
ftraint is the bane df modefty in female bofoms ; and I will ven- 
ture to fay, that there are more women of loofe inclinations in 
the Turkith dominions, than in all Europe befide. So juft is the’ 
advice of our countryman Prior, in regard to our treatment of 2 
fais: companion : 


‘¢ Be to her faults a Little blind, 

Be to her virtues very kind; 

Let all her ways be unconfin’d, 

And clap your padlock on her mind !” 


At four o'clock we were fummoned to the prefence of the 
fhaik, whom we found alone in a lower apartment of his palace. 
We were much elevated by-his arrival, and perhaps, could not have 
appcared to better advantage before our protector ; whofe cordial 
reneption of us befpeaks him to be fuch, in the trueft fenfe of 
thewerd. He feated us on the fame carpet with himé&lf, and 
after.a fow compliments, which were interpreted to us by Ibra- 
him, he dinetted eofice and fruit to be placed befoge us. Here 
for the fil time we faw grapes, which were very fide, and a pe- 


 oaliex date,- whith farpafles every thing of the kind I ever met 
9 with. 
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with. While we were partaking of this repaft, I. had leifure to 
take a full view of the fhaik, and cannot refift the inclination of 
introducing a charaéter to the reader, of which I flatter myfelf 
he will have reafon to be enamored hereafter. 

Ifman Abu Ally, the great fhaik of the Arabs—for fuch we 
would render the Shatk Ul Arab—is a fhort fat man, of about 
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we Icarn, of feventy- 
five. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fairs; but 
what at once gives him a fingular and more youthful look, his 
beard, which is very bufhy, is colored of a bright yellow. This 
exterior may not feem the moft promifing, and might create dif- 
tafte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were 
not foremoft to fecure the heart of the beholder. Neither can 
the fhrillnefs of his voice, which is harfh and diffonant, deftroy 
the beauty of the fentiments, which it is infutiiciently made ufe 
of to convey; as the elegance of the words may fometimes atone 
for the demerits of a tune. He is ftill active, for a man of his 
fize and age; and his fpirits are fo good, that were it not for 
the ravage which time has made among his teeth,- he might pafs 
for a younger man by twenty years at leaft. Except the viziers 
of Yambo and Ghinnah, whom we had found to be villains by 
fad experience, we had hitherto dealt with the drofs of the na- 
tion, It was referved for this moment, for-us to meet withthe 
polite gentlefnan and the honeft man, eomprized in the peefoli 
where they ought‘to be found, in the. reprefentatiye::of “his 
people. Happy the fobje&t of a virtuous ‘land, « whip at’ cinve spf 
feffes and imitated £6‘ rare’ an example’! Bat how fank in, the 
abyfs of infamy are thie ave, ‘who wholly deviate from the ftan- 
dard of re€titude } ‘aiid “though: daily ‘neptoached by the Jifeof 
their monarch, ‘are ‘fitt ko he recinimed-by the tone of gutiionity) 
of the elocution of adtive virtde !: 

‘We had quickly caufe to find, that we had: nét-given ‘the Ghai 
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too muck credit for his integrity. His impatience to acquit him- 
felf in our opinion, of any connivance at the conduct of his 
fervants, could fcarcely be reftrained by the forms of civility, 
which precluded bufinefs during our repaft. But no fooner was 
it énded, than he fhifted the converfation, and came direétly to 
the point which we were fo much concerned in. He lamented 
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only 
have happened int his abfence; and he vehemently reprobated 
the behavior of his officers, which he was determined to punifh 
in the moft exemplary manner. After a few leading queitions, 
which tended to confirm the report that had been made to him 
touching our ftory, he profeffed, that his return to Ghinnah 
had been haftened on our account. That he had come pur- 
pofely to do us ftric& juftice on our perfecutors, and to difpatch 
us under a fafe conduc to Cairo. As a proof of his fincerity, 
he ordered Ally, the brother of the deceafed Mahomet, to be 
brought before him. He had been previoufly taken into cuftody, 
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow, 
came Sauker, one of the rogues who had affifted to plunder us, 
and who of his own accord, produced the things which had fallen 
to his fhare, in the divifion of the fpoils. He laid them at the 
fhaik’s feet; and with the greateft effrontery declared, that he 
had taken them, only to fecure them from the thieves of the 
houfe: and that: his truth might be deduced from his care 
of our property.’ Though his offence was palpable, this 
ftep was fufficient to fkreen him from punifhment in a ceun- 
try, where retribution is all that is required by the profecutor, 
attd whete juftice is generally to be appealed by pecuniary fines. 
Bot “the itadgifed Ally did not efcape in this manner. He 
boldly’ deciind having robbed us of money or valuables, and wa. 
loudly exclaiming ‘at. the injuftice of the accufation, when the 
‘fhaik raifed his voice, and a dozen Abyffinian flaves fuddenly 
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feized on the culprit, and hurried him out of the room. We 
were in pain for the fellow, and were meditating on the confe- 
quences of his arreft, when he was brought into our prefence 
again, bound hand and foot, with a chain ‘about his neck, by 
which he was held. He was on the point of receiving the baf- 
tinado on his knees, when he confefled the charge, and promifed 
to return all that he had taken from us. The fhaik was in- 
clined to inflict the punifhment on him; but by the interpofi- 
tion of thofe about him, in which we joined, he remitted it for 
the prefent; and directed Ally to be led ‘home, that he might 
produce the goods. Our triumph was complete. One of our 
antient enemies had atoned for his crime,.in a manner that out- 
went the moft fanguine idea of revenge. The other was humbled 
at our feet. He furvived indeed: but it was only to abafe him- 
felf before us, and to depend upon our moderation for his 
fecurity ! 

In about half an hour Ally returned, and produced a few of 
the leaft valuable articles. He earneftly requefted until the morn- 
ing to deliver up the reft, and to repay us the money that he had 
cheated us out’af. This was granted him at our defire, and 
the prifoner committed to his own houfe, under the cuftody of a 
{trong guard, 

Several of the fhaik’s courtiers had-come in during this exami- 
nation, among whomni were his nephew and the guondam hakeem. 
We found the latter was in difgrace, and endeavayed to tnake his 
peace, by expreffing to his mafter,: the- many obligations we lay 
under to his care of our-perfons, |‘ The goodiold ma onty fhook 
his head in reply, and'wayed the Fabjedt, ‘igehving’ us to attend 
again at feven o'clock this next morviig on he had fammoned 
a full court of juftice to punith oursiggrefiors. He difmiffed ue, 
with frefh aflurances of his promitians aid, as aniearnett of what 
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we might expect, he directed our fervants to carry home the reco- 
vered goods in triamph before us, 


SUNDAY, gift Aucusr. 


We breakfafted betimes, and at feven o'clock went to the fhaik’s 
houfe, ‘The court were already affembled in an open {pot before 
the houfe, which was fhaded by an high wall from the morning 
fun. Here we found the fhaik encompaffed by his great men, 
with a number of foldiers and attendants at fome diftance in their 
front. Carpets were {fpread in the intermediate {pace for our re- 
ception. Here we feated ourlelves, after making our obeifance to 
the fhaik, and waited in filence the iffue of the trial. Next to the 
fhaik’s right hand was placed his nephew, and, as we underftand, 
his declared fucceflor in the government. He is a comely and 
good-humored looking man, feemingly between thirty and forty 
years of age; and by his behavior, appeared to be Jefs our enemy 
tharf any other of his uncle’s counfellors. So unhappy is this up- 
right and humane prince in the lot of his fervants. 

Jult before we came‘in, the culprit Ally had undergone a fevere 
baftinado, on again proving tefraCtory ; and the hakeem was fent 
to fearch his houfe for the tolen goods. This occafioned a paufé 
in the proceedings, which wene interrupted by the fudden appear- 
ance of the vizier, who, to our great aftonifhment, took a feat 
which was vacant next to the fhaik’s nephew. This confidence 
was unexpected, and filled us with unfavorable prognoftics of the 
event of our fuit. But our doubts were of fhott continuance. He 
had entered. unregarded by his mafter, and was talking with great 
cafe t6 thole sbouthim, when the fhaik turned about, and in a fo- 
lemn tone, aiked him for the fhauls and things, which he had re- 
ceived from $ sainntesaieat The whole frame of this gay 
courtier was evidently by this queftion. He had pro- 
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bably laid his account with our fupprefling the part he had taken 
againg us, after the high hand with which he had once ftoppéd the 
accufation of Abdul Ruffar, and was unprepared with an evafion. 
His countenance inftantly- was difrobed of' its pleafantry; his 
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply,* the 
fubftance of which was, that he was a ftranger to'the matter with 
which he was charged. We were afhamed of the meannefs of a 
man of his rank, but the wrath of the fhaik was wound up to 
the higheft pitch at the hearing of this falfehood. He was confirmed 
of the guilt from the fymptoms which the offender difplayed ; and 
without calling any frefh evidence to corroborate it, he proceeded 
todecidc. But he could hardly find utterance for his orders, 
which were to arreft and flog the vizier immediately, A number 
of flaves ftarted from the croud, to execute the pleafure of their 
lord. The aftonifhed minifter could not believe his ears, and 
would fain have perfuaded himfelf that the affair was a jeft. He 
was prefently convinced of his miftake. The officers of juftice 
laid violent hands upon his perfon, tumbiéd him from his proud 
feat, and in a rude manner hurried him away, in {pite of his out- 
cries and frnitlels vefiftance. This behavior ferved only to exaf- 
perate the fhaik. His eyes flafhed with the honeft indignation 
which lighted his bofom ; his ftrength could {carcely fupport the 
agitations of his mind; and after fome effort, he raifed himfelf 
from his carpet, and repeated his commands ina voice, that struck 
terror into the breafts of all prefent. He was waknedintely fur- 
rownded by a crond of his courtiers, who! killed ‘his hands, em- 
braced his knees, atid intetceded with him fitr. the’ don of the 
vizier. Theft nobles tooktio fhure in the ginffinde of monarch, 
and were only attentive to extulpaty: ‘arte “of their body, though 
at the expence of honor and juitice,: 

I maitown that I was‘concerned ‘at the fearful Rtugtion of pian, 
who had never been guilty of any actual violence towatily we, and 
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whofe greateft trefpafs was the receipt of prefents, on his affu- 
rances of protection, when he permitted of our being plundered by 
our inhofpitable hoft and his adherents. Thefe, however, were 
crimes of the deepeft dye, in the eyes of the good old fhaik. When 
we directed Ibrahim to plead for the inaffenfive condué of the vi- 
zier towards us, he would not hear of any apology for a villain, 
who had © little the honer of his country at heart, as to injure 
its character by winking at the maltreatment of ftrangers. Ie 
could the lefs overlook it in a fervant of his own, and added, that 
it was at our inftance only, he would remit the punifhment due to 
his enormity. The mortification neverthelefs was referved for the 
vizier, that he fhould be bronght before us, difarrayed of his gay 
apparel, his hands bound behind him, and a chain faftened about 
his neck. In this miferable plight, he was told of the obligation 
he wag under to our generous application; and led home by a 
guard, to produce his ill-gotten acquifition, as his only hope of 
fafety. We obferved a general murmur among the grandees, at 
tle compliment which’ was paid us on this occafion. The dif- 
grace of one of their body excited no friendly fentiments towards 
us; and not a few menacing looks were thrown upon us from 
the circle. On the other hand, the fhaik harangued them ina fen- 
fible and pathetic fpeech, on the honor of their nation. He caft 
the moft juft and fevere reproaches on the character of the abfent 
minifter, and warned them im future, againft fuch inhuman 
practices towards Chriftians and ftrangers. He then turned to 
us with the kindeft afpect, and re-affured us of his protection. He 
thanked us for the confidence whicl: we had repofed in him, in 
venturing through a country, fo remote and unknown ; and la- 
mented, anew, that his abfence from his capital had given room 
for our ‘repenting the experiment. He fuppofed that no fociety, 
howevef enlightened, was free from the clafs of reptiles by which 
we had fuffered ; andthe law provided a juft retaliation for the 
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offence. But he attributed the commiffion of the offence to the 
neglect of the hakcem of Ghinnah, who had flumbered like an 
unwary centincl on his duty. For this he had been difcharged 
from his office, and a flave of his own been fent to take care of us 
until his arrival, All that was now wanting to complete our fa- 
tisfaction, was the recovery of our lofles, which he would {ee ef- 
fected ; and our journey to Cairo, which he fwore fhould be ac- 
complifhed without an injary being offered to an hair of our 
heads. 

As virtue as well as vice is magnified by comparifon, it will not 
appear extraordinary, that our encreafing regard for this great 
man began to border upon enthufiafm. Reader! if thou art of 
the yielding kind, if thy mould is fufceptible of tender impre(- 
fions—fay, when furrounded by a croud of homely females, did 
thy heart never beat high at the approach of tranfcendant beau- 
ty? So, from the cloud of mifcreants that encompaffed his throne, 
fhot forth the glories of the Egyptian king! So bright, fo peci- 
lefs did he rife from the contraft. So unworthily ftationed, dnd 
yet fo worthy of the ftation in which his birth had placed 
him! Nurfed in the lap of ignorance and barbarifm, like another 
Peter, he had triumphed over nature. Nor opinion could warp, 
nor habit could bind him. He nobly fpurned the prejudices of 
education, and, without any guide, faye. the impulfe of innate 
goodnefs, he foared to the fuperior heights of virtue. She Ieem- 
ed the miftrefs of his inclinatians, rather than of his eledtion or 
intere(t; and, befide him, the world may afford but few fubjects 
of fuch an influence. It is trae, that, his, endgayers, were not 
crowned with the fodeals’ that diftinguithed tho: de of Peter the 
Great. But Peter attendpa move to the aggrandizement than the 
morals of his people; and, with all-the great qualities of the hero, 
fank infinitely below the Egyptian, in the feelings’ of the man. 
The latter was fit to have ruled over an eslightsned: ampice 
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While the former, after all his victories, was, in many refpedts, 
an example unworthy of imitation ! 

Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged us to have re- 
courfe to our interpreter, for‘ an acknowledgment of thefe fa- 
vor's. But at the fame time, it faved us the confufion of appear- 
ing ata lofs for a fuitable reply. We fheltered ourfelves under 
this fortunate circumftance, which, in a great mealure, left our 
patron to conceive a gratitude, which words would have but poor- 
ly exprefied. 

A meffenger now arrived with two fhauls and my creefe, from 
the vizier. The other fhaul, he faid, he had parted with; and 
the piftols he had given to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the 
wretched Ally produced before the court ; and on denying the re- 
ceipt of them, the baftinado was again inflicted on him*. Be- 
fides the articles which had been reftored, there were ftill a filver 
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a quantity of valuable linen 
to be accounted for. Not to {peak of the money which they had 
obtained from us, under various pretences. But thefe were faid 
to have fallen to Mahomet's fhare in the divifion; and his robbery 
and death were made a plea of by the family, to’fatisfy us for our 
lofs. The fhaik would not hear of this apology, which he term- 
ed falfe and evafive. And fooner than we fhould fuffer by that 
family, he declared, that he would firft order their fubftance to 
be difpofed of, and if that would not repay us for our loiles, 
Ally and the reit of them fhould be fold as flaves, to make up the 
fum. it was now time for us to interfere. The matter was"ex- 
ceeding the bounds to which we meant to pufh it ; and policy, as 


© This is avery novel ag well as fearful punifhment. The prifoner is placed up- . 
right ta, the ground, with bis hands and fgt bound together, while the executioncr 
ftands before fam, and,’ with a fhort flick, firikes him with a fmare motion on the 
outfide of bid knpes. pain which arifes from thefe flrokes, is exquifitely {e- 
verse, and whit fio conftitution could fupport for any continuance, 
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well as humanity, prompted us to drop it. Our principal aim 
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper protection. Oar pérfe« 
cutors had been chaftifed, and it was preferable for us to put ap 
with fome inconvenience, rather than run the rifk of being de- 
tained here, in the purfuit of full redrefs. On this account we 
liftened to the mediation of the hakeem, and fome of the cour. 
tiers, who befeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but eighty 
dollars of the remaining debt, which Ally might raife from the 
camels he poffeffed. Our acquiefcence in this propofal gained us 
credit with all prefent, and drew a particular compliment from 
the worthy thaik ; who protefted, that he could not but admire 
our generofity, though it was exercifed at the expence of their 
national character. The reader, perhaps, may agree with us, 
that we ought not to have fubfcribed to this infinuation, as fuch 
aman as was then before us, was enough to redeem his nation 
from obloquy. 

The court now broke up, and we were gifmiffed, not a little 
pleafed with this mode of adminiftering juftice. The punifhment 
inflicted upon robbers in other countries, fupprefies the growth of 
them in the general opinion. But when we reftect on the frequent 
robberies that aré committed in our own, it feems doubtful, whe- 
ther the feverity of the fentence anfwers the expected end. For a 
traveller, at leaft, who has his own interef® moft at heart, the fa- 
tisfaction which we received was infinitely more eligible, than any 
that could have been made us of a fanguinary nattiré!’ “We had 
recovered what we had Joft aif expedtation of feeing again y and to 
our hafte and Toad. oil andy is to” be atttibuted der not obtain- 
ing the unconditiotdl benefit of, the Hiait's\dectte. As a-finall 
token of our refpect, on our fit boi, we made up fuch a 
peefent as we judged would aft'atceptable to xan of this’ 
tein of mind, and fent it to the thaik by Ibrahim. Tt confeftted of 
a couple of fine fhauls, an Indian carpet and’ palatnpore, “hiftf an 
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handfome fabre-and cafe of piftols. The fabre and piftols, tho’ 
aticles of the greateft value, he returned, and fent us many thanks 
far our'remembrance of him in the reft, which he faid he would 
keep. for opr fake. Healfo told Ibrahim, that he had directed a 
merchaat ‘to furnith us with camels for our journey, as the river 
wasitoo perilous for us to venture on. This laft inftance of his at- 
tention ferved' to rivet in our minds the charaéter of Ifman Abu 
Ally, who is indeed a pearl thrown to the {wine of Ghinnah. 


MONDAY, rt Sepremser. 


. Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure. The 
merchant attended us early this morning, in company with the 
hakeem, to fettle the price of our camels. The common price is 
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is not furprizing that we pay 
the higheft. But the number of camels which they obliged us to 
take, was what vexed ug the moft. We want but nine for our- 
{elves and fervants, and they infift upon our providing fix more for 
the ufe of our guard. Thefe are our camel-drivers, who, in our 
late journey, were wont to ride two upon a cdmel; but in the 
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaft apiece. 
Thefe additional camels will greatly encreafe the expence; but 
were the demand an impofition, we are determined to fubmit to 
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the fhaik any further 
upon our fcore. We with not to add to the number of enemies 
we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoft “dif. 
patch. We defired the hakeem, therefore, to advance the mer~ 
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an 
earneft for the hire of hiscamels. 
A thought ‘ftruck me during our examination yefterday, which 
I would not have had verified for the treafures of Egypt. The 
fhaik is old and very corpulent; and had it fo happened that he 
Nn had 
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had burft a blood-veffel in the heat of his paffion, I was nevoly~ 
ing the probable confequences in my mind. There was nota 
man of rank prefent, whom we could confider in the ight of our 
friend. Even the neptiew was neuter ; and there is no certainty 
of the part he would have taken, had fuch an accident befallen 
his uncle. In truth, there is litth doubt but we should have 
paid for his favor with our lives. Such a backwardnefs had been 
fhewn before his arrival to bring the offenders to juffice, and fuch 
a forwardnefs in his prefence to fkreen them from punifhment, 
that the fhaik faw through the partiality of his officers, and re- 
prehended them for it. One particular circumftance that betray- 
ed their bent, is worthy of remark, and efcaped me in the rela- 
tion of the bufinefs of yefterday. The gold buckles which had 
been taken by Ally were put down in the lift of our leffes, at what 
the Arabs imagined an exorbitant value. They could not flip 
fuch an occafion of gratifying their malice, and lowering our in- 
tereft with the king. They boldly taxed us with exaggerating our 
loffes, and endeavoring to profit by their mafter’s clemency. They 
demanded that a jeweller might be fent for, to afeertain the truth 
of their charge. “To this the fhaik was averfe, as, perhaps, con- 
ceiving we might have erred through miftake. But at our in- 
{tance a jeweller attended, whofe evidence defeated the malice of 
our enemies. He weighed them in the prefence of the court, and 
pronounced the gold to be equab to thé value affixed, indepen- 
dent of the worktmanfhip, which was fo rare and fo curious, that 
he fippofed it muft have enhanced the price of the buckles more 
than one half, Yt muftbé obferved, that‘ this jeweller, like the 
other mechanics of this country, was a Chriféan, and knew the 
fhaik too well, to be afraid of fpexking the truth, to the great 
confaion of our acculere, whd were vompletely crefi-falien at this: 
végoirt. 
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We had a frefh proof in the afternoon of the fhaik’s concern 
for our welfare. It feems that the camels which went to Cairo 
avith the company of Turks, luckily returned this forenoon, and 
as.they belong to the thaik, he is determined to accommodate us 
with them, . ‘This intelligence is juft brought us by the hakeem, 
wha has fent to the merchant for our money to pay to the fhaik’s 
people. We are not a little rejoiced at this change, which will 
add,not only to our fecurity, but enfure us good treatment from 
the camel-drivers on the road. At five o'clock they came to pay 
their refpects to us; and we have promifed the head-man, who 
we find is the chief of the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an office: 
of no fmall confequence, a prefent.of a drefs on our arnval at 
Cairo, His camels are to be ready to-morrow evening, when we 
are to fet out on our journey through the wildernefs. We fhall, 
in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of Ifrael, 
when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re- 
fuge on the fhores of Arabia. We are to ftrike into the road to Suez, 
to fhun the parties that hover about the river; and it was not far 
below that city, that the Ifraclites were fuppofed to have crofled 
the Red-fea. I cannot, however, fupprefs my regret, at lofing 
this opportunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man 
who travelled for his amufement, I fhould not probably have ex- 
perienced this difappointment. I would have waited here, agree- 
ably to an offer which the fhaik made, or have gone to Jirje, as 
the little Turk propofed, until the troubles on the river were 
fubfided. No obftacle fhould. have deterred me from exploring 
the courfe of fo celebrated a ftream, but my being charged with 
bufinefs of a public nature, which will not admit of delay. The 
importance of this charge has been the rule of condu& of, at 
least, Mr. Hammond and myflf. It induced us to commit our- 

' felves. to an Open boat in the Red-fea, in the hotteft and moft un- 
favorable dealon of the year; and it now prompts us to embark 
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chearfully in a journey through a defart, unknown even to the in- 
habitants of the country ; and which, except in the inftances ‘I 
have recited, has not been traverfed for this centary paft, by any 
but the outcafts of the human kind | : 

In the afternoon we were vifited by three Chriftian merchants, 
who live at Dundara, a town about three hours, or twelve miles 
diftancedown the river. They are come here to compliment the 
fhaik on his return, and are the moft creditable people of the 
mercantile clafs whom we have feen. They-had turbans of a blue 
checkered pattern, to diftinguifh them frony Muffulmen; and no 
native Chriftian is allowed to wear them: of other colors, though 
this reftriction is not enforced with ftrangers. Thefe merchants 
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has refided at 
Dundara for thefe thirty years paft, and who is a painter by pro- 
feflion. But we find that he has exercifed his art rather for his 
amufement than profit; and that his own houfe alome is adorned 
with the pioduGions of his pencil. Weare curious to know the 
adventures which brought fuch a characttes tg fettle in this obfcyure 
corner, and, did our time permit, we fhould readily accept of 
thefe merchants’ offer to bring ws together. Notwithftanding the 
unfavorable difpofition of his fubjects towards them, every thing 
confpires to prove the fhaik’s affection for Chriftians. All his 
principal domeftics, and particularly his fecretaries, who enjoy 
his unlimited confidence, are of this perfuafion. Indeed, afl 
ranks of them join to found the praifes of the prefént thaik, who 
ftands between them and the eppreffion of the Arabs.: Fe has 
beerr their guardian for forty years‘and upwards; and I fear there 
will be a great change in theix fituation at his death. 


TUESDAY, dd Seprzmper. 


_, We. were furrounded this moraing by a croud: of fervante-ti- 
longing to the thaik, who expeét money from us. Though we 


might 


{ 277 ] 
might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their 
infolence, we chofe to avoid the odium of: fuch a meafure; and 
called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us. Thofe 
who affifted  punith the offenders, we agreed to gratify with a 
piece of gold each: and the hakeem difmiffed the reft, as not be- 
ing entitled to our bounty. 

At eight o’clock we had a meffage from the fhaik to attend 
him. , We found him, as before, encompafied by his principal 
courtiers ; and he obligingly defired us to feat ourfelves upon 
carpets befide him. He told us, that he had folicited our pre- 
fence, to give us into the charge of the mafter of his camels, 
who is dignified with the title of a fhatk. This man was ac- 
cordingly called before us, and the fhaik addreffing him by the 
name of Hadgee Uttalah, informed him, that he was to convey 
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo; and that fhould we prefer 
the leaft complaint againft his conduét, his head fhould anfwer 
for it. Nothing could be more fatisfactory to us, than a charge 
like this, fo publicly delivered; and of the weight of which, 
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf appeared to be fo fully fenfible. It not 
only tended to fecure us from the danger of treachery on the 
road, but:the warmth with which the fhaik efpoufed our caufe, 
was, in our opinion, the ftrongeft. bulwark we could have againtt 
the fecret malevolence of our enemies. The good old man be- 
came very familiar with us, and afked a thoufand queftions con- 
ceming the natural and artificial productions of our country. 
‘He admired a china. bow! which belonged to the major; but de- 
clined taking it, as common earthen~ware was full good endugh 
for bam. =From this, however, he took occafion to mention an 
European, who had been long in his fervice, and had the in- 
genuity to mitate china very clofely. He called for a fpecimen 
of this, fellow's kill; and we were furprized to fee a couple of 
vates delicately wrought and painted. We were defirous to be- 
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hold the artift, bat were informed by the fhaik, that he was left 
behind at a town up the river. We now heafd many deat 
anecdotes of this Engtifhman, as he called himéelf. “That he 
delighted in high-feafoned difhes, and drank fach “a quantity of 
{pirits, that it was a wonder his infide was “aot confumed by fire. 
This intemperance fuited but ill with the frnpliorty and fobriety 
of the Arabians. But the fhaik was polite enough ‘to fay, . that 
the report which had been made to him of oar mode of ljving, 
had effaced the difagreeable impreffions which he had received of 
our countrymen. He would venture to add, however, that one 
article of luxury, which he obferved to' be ‘in afe at our table, 
had given rife to the ideas of our wealth, and fingled us out as 
a beneficial prize to his covetous fabjetts,: And this was the 
filver, of which our cups and fpoons were compofed. To a 
people who were accuftomed to wooden utenfils, that glit- 
tering metal was a bait, which had allured them to an 
unjuft though tempting purfuit. Far as it was from exculpat 
ing the conduct of the Arabs, we could pot but feel the force 
of this oblique reproof. The modeft manners of the antient 
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatnefs, recurred to 
our imaginations. We blufhed for our deviating fo much from 
their ¢xample, in the preferice of a man, who trod in their foot- 
fteps without a mark to direct hith. And perhaps, for once in 
our lives, we defpifed the fymbols of oftentation and the effemi- 
nacy of fafhion ! 

While we were thus engaged, the relations.of the foldier who 
murdered Mahomet, together with the came!-drivers of the cara. 
van, Were brought Before the fhaik. They were accompanied 
by the father and brother of the deceafed, who appeared as pro- 
fecutors. The Witneffts for ‘making little or no de- 
feri¢e, the trial was foon con 3 and fenterice of death was 
pated’ upon him by the fhaik. Although the murderer vane a 

prifoner 
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prifoner yellerday from Cofire, it is remarkable, that he was not 
prefent on this occafion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar 
to his condesination, If, however, the falutary laws of our free 
conftitution ane. wanting here, the lofs would not be felt, could 
‘this country continue to. boaft of its prefent equitable judge. 
But thofe laws were provided to guard as much againft:the en- 
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of. the fubjéc. 
Happy the foil in which they flourifh! Thrice happy the people 
who bafk beneath the funthine of freedom ; and depend not upon 
the uncertain character of a chief magiftrate 3 upon the virtues or 

vices of a king! | 
As the name of the young fhaik of Cofire has not been men« 
tioned in this trial, we firppofe that he was wronged by report, 
or fkreened by intereft from the charge in which his comrade was 
involved. It had.come to the Shaik Ul Arab’s ears, that this 
young man.and his.father had extarted money and effects from 
us. The accufation had been: framed by his courtiers, who were 
perhaps, jealous of the advantages they had derived from us; and 
every perfuafion was now ufed to make us acquicice in it. Had 
we given fcope to. our refentment again this trea¢herous pair, it is 
likely, that. we fhould have fupported the accufation; which 
opened a way. to redyefg for their impofitions at Cofire, and their 
inhumanity, in. betraying us into. the hands of, fuch villains at 
Ghinnah. But-one good action which they performed. towards 
us, outweighed the multitude :of ‘their. mifdeeds in. our minds, 
We. semembered that.our lives and property had been at their 
mercy, both at Cofire, and in the road to this place.’ The firft 
hed. not been. attempted by them; .and when the lait could. not 
havebeen, withheld from them, we acknowledged a merit in their 
forbearance, -when: ‘the principle’ which. excitad them to. extort s 
part, could: have: put:them.in: poffeffion of the: whole. Weak:as 
this seafoning may galas to. the Micklers for juftice, it had 
force 
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force enough with us to operate in favor of the delinquents: 
We knew the unlicenfed tempers of the Arabs, and> it wag 
but fair to judge of them by their own rale-of a&ion. We 
declined, therefore, the thaik's kind offer te call: thefe ‘fellows 
to account; and profeffed an ignorance of their being.any other 
wife acceflary to our misfortunes, than by their fatal recommen- 
dafion to the family now before us. 

We had no latent meaning in this application, but the veneras 
ble-fhaik did not let it pafs unnoticed... Hé pointed out the cer- 
tainty of the detection of villainy, either fodner or later. He de« 
duced it from the inftance which was now before him; where, 
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had fuf- 
fered had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors 
thereof had been punifhed according to their deferts, He 
called’ upon the father of Ally to own, that the hand of Pro- 
vidence was to be feen through the whole of this tranfaction. That 
his fons were but the inftruments of our fafety, though avowedly 
our enemies ; and under the notion of enriching themfelves at 
our expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils 
which‘awaited us on the river. But that their intentions had been 
juftly rewarded. While we were fheltered under royal patronage, 
one of his fons had fallen in a conteft, about the very pro- 
perty-of which he had deprived us; and the other was crip- 
pled with blows, and covered with difgrace on the fame ac- 
count. The confufion of :Ally and his father was nat to be 
concealed atthis incident. They feomned to be fufficiently humm- 
bled by the melancholy end of. Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor- 
tation of the dhaik's had an evident.efie& upon their feelings; and 
the heart mutt. be cotrype 3 i was not amended by it. 
‘For:my own:part, I never.wat idified by the diftourle af-a.di- 
‘adit, as I have been, by liftening to the fentimente af this ‘un- 
fearned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered-at. His lan- 
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geage was that of the heart, and his opinions breathed the fra- 
grance of truth. His doctrine was a reflection of his fife, and 
both equally bright and unfullied. When he admonifhed, he 
direGted himfelf to the confciences of his audience; and he never 
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform *. 

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are to fee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o'clock at 
hight. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag, 
and uttering aloud fome proclamation. His head was crowned 
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his 
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufinefs, and were 
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifing of 
the Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height; 
and expect, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the 
country entirely under water. 

We 


**From a paflage which } have lately met with in Ds. Pococke’s Trayels through 
Egypt, I am induced to think that he encountered this amiable perfonage, and was 
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and proteétion during 
his voyage up the Nile. ffman Abu Ally was, from our information, poffeffed of 
his prefent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the meft likely 
toextend his humartity to ftrangers. The paflage is this ; 

“¢ On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we ftopped at a place about 
three miles from * Furfhout. Here refides the great fhaik +, who is governor of all 
the country on the weft as far as Affouan. I waited on the thaik’s fecretary, witha pre- 
fens of five or fix pounds of coffee; in return, he fent 2 live theep to the convent to 
entertain me with, and introduced me to the dhaik, who was in an Arab drefa, fitting io 
acorner of aroom. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant brought in my prefent, 
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs 
vefiels. He afked where I intended to go? I told him, to the Cataract. He replied, 


with a geod-natuned fmile, that a boat | 3 { lately went up; and that thepeo- 
ple id, thay come to difcqver the to the coumtry, in order to return and 
O¢ take 


© Fupbout isin the qcighborheod of Ghinashi, 
4 The literal meaning of the Shaik Ul Arab. 
» J Tn this boat was Copt. Norden, well knows for his accorate accouats of the antiquities of Egypt, 
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We have been employed the whole day in preparing for our ex» 
pedition. Bread, bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the after~ 
noon, fufficient to ferve us a fortnight; and with the beans pre- 
vided for our camels, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in 
this account are included a fheep and an half, which are fried 
down in clarified ghee or butter, and twenty new ‘kins to carry 
our water, With this ftock, we truft at leaft to keep famine 
from our heels, in this journey through the inhofpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel-hire, which amounted in the whole to 1 50 dollars; and were 
in readinefs to attend the fhaik, previous to our departure. But 
the camel-drivers are either fuperftitious, or have fomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that 
to-morrow was the new moon; a time above all other the moft 
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
having adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour ; and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to“remain here to-night, 
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man 
was vexed at the delay they intended us. But his good-nature in- 
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and direéted him. 
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu- 
moring their prejudices would be the readieft way to enfure the 
regard of thefe people. We fubmitted without a murmur to this 
itkfome detention; and the mare fo, as the fhaik has added to his 
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our conductor Hadgee Ut- 
talah, to fave us that expence. 
We 

tabeit; and then defired to dettow what ty feet T told him the rathed ci- 
ties. Me obferved, that we had no fach dn Biagiand, and afkedgwhether, if 
they fhould go into our country, we would permit them to feg every thing ; adding, 
that he would give ate letters, and a man to go with me, fo that I might be affured 


I fhvould travel fecurely.” Chap, 6. Pococke’s Travels. 
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geage was that of the heart, and his opinions breathed the fra- 
grance of truth. » His doétrine was a reflection of his fife, and 
both equally. bright and unfullied. When he admonifhed, he 
direGted himfelf to: the confciences of his audience; and he never 
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform *. 

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are to fee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o'clock at 
hight. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag, 
and uttering aloud -fome proclamation. His head was crowned 
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his 
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufinefs, and were 
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifing of 
tht Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height; 
and expect, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the 
country entirely under water. 

We 


**From a pabage: which D have lately met with in De. Pococke’s Trayels through 
Egypt, I am induced to think that he encountered this amiable perfonage, and was 
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and proteétion during 
his voyage up the Nile. [fman Abu Ally was, from our information, poffeffed of 
Jyis prefent dignity in the year 1737,.and, of all the Arabians, was the meit likely 
to-extend his humartity to.firangers. The paflage is this ; 

** On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we ftopped at a place about 
three miles from ® Furfhout. Here refides the great fhaik +, who is governor of all 
the country on the weft as far as Affouan. I waited on the'thaik’s fecretary, witha pre-~ 
fent. af five or fix pounds of coffee ; in return, he fent 2 live fheep to the convent to 
entertainme with, and introduced me to the dhaik, who. was in an Arab dreda, fitting in 
acorner of aroom. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant brought in my prefent, 
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs 
vefiels. -He afked where I intended to go? I told him, to the Cataraé&t. He replied, 
with.«.geod-natuned fmile, that a boat of: 3 t-lately went up; and that the peo- 
ble fgidy, shay come to difcoyer the wayimito the coummry, in order to return and 
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We have been employed the whole day in preparing for.our. exe 
pedition. Bread, bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the after~ 
noon, fufficient. to ferve.us a fortnight 3 and with the beans ‘pre- 
vided for our camels, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in 
this account ‘are included < a fheep and an half, which are ffied 
down. in clarified ghee or butter, and twenty new ‘kins to carry 
our. water. With this ftock, we truft at leaft to keep famine 
from our heels, in this journey through the inhofpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel-hire, which amounted i in the whole to 1 50 dollars; and were 
in readinefs to attend the fhaik, previous to our departure. But 
the camel-drivers are either fuperftitious, or have fomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that 
to-morrow was the new moon; a time above all other the moft 
Incky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
having adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour ; and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to‘remain here to-night, 
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man. 
was vexed. at the delay they intended. us, But his good-nature i in- 
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and direéted him. 
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu- 
moring their prejudices would be the readieft way to enfure the 
regard of thefe people. We fabmitted without a murmur to this. 
irkfome detention ; and the mare fo, as the fhaik. has added to his 
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our conduétor Hadgee Ut- 
talah, to fave us that expence. 


We 
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We have juft heard that the fhaik has changed the fentence of 
death which was paffed on the prifoner this morning, to a long 
imprifonment. It feems, that an execution has not been known 
during his reign ; and he means to continue this ill-judged lenity. 
But, this will be but of little avail to the affaffin, provided one of 
his family does not fall a facrifice in the interim, to the relations 
of the deceafed. This kind of retribution is exercifed with i impu- 
nity in this country; and one life will glut the vengeance of the 
profecutors, though the offender him(elf efcape. But this is only in 
refpect to cach other. Should a Chriftian but accidentally {pill the 
blood of a Muffulman, an hecatomb of his perfuafion would {carcely 
fuffice to expiate the offence. 


WEDNESDA Y, 3d SerpTemBer. 


It now appears likely that none of our letters have reached Mr. 
Baldwin. ‘The camels are returned that carried the company of 
Turks away ; and we wore furprized that no an{wer was come.to 
the letter, which we entrufted to the Chriftian domeftic. But on 
difcourfing with Hadgee Uttalah, we find that they did not go to 
Cairo. - Fhe Turks were formerly in the fervice of Ibrahim Beg, 
and though they purpofed to have deferted to the party of Ifmaul 
Beg, their hearts either relented or failed them, and they halted at a 
town on the river, two days fhort of the capital. We have, there- 
fore, the greater reafon td congratulate ourfelves on the gencro- 
fity of the Shaik Ul Arab; as no application could have been 
made ‘to him in our behalf, until our misfortunes reached Mr. 
Baldwin. By his influence, we are in every refpect better pro- 
vided for a journey, than when we left Cofire. We can depend 
more. pon the goodnefs of thgjmmels, and the honefty of the 
drivers. We have provifions if plenty, and are furnifhed be- 
Gides with finres, to affift in quenching our thirft. We have 
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dried dates with us, to vary our meals. This fruit, when 
dried, is much preferable to that frefh from the tree; and 
when eaten with bread, is both a pleafant and nourifhing food, 
We expect to be but nine or ten days on the road; and as 
we go by ourfelves, we are in hopes to perfuade the Arabs to 
follow our directions=~to travel the greater part of the night, and to 
lie by during the heat ofthe day. ‘This mode of a€tion will pre- 
ferve us much from the fufferings, which we underwent du- 
ring our late journey. But we muft truft to chance for a shelter 
from the fun at our different halting-places, as there is no fuch 
conveniency as a tent to be procured here. 

As we are on the point of leaving Ghinnah, it may be expected 
that I drop fome obfervations on the cuftoms and manners of the 
inhabitants. But in a narrative of this kind, the reader will ga- 
ther more information from the conduct of the actors themfelves, 
than from an author’s defcription of them. ‘Their general treat- 
ment of us is the beft glafs from which their pitures can be re- 
flected ; while the particular behavior of one or two individyals, 
38 a convincing proof, that virtue is the common inheritance of 
mankind, and is confined to no enlightened fpot. It remains then 
only for me to fay a few words on points, too unimportant to 
have come into view before. No people are plainer in their 
drefs, which in the lower clafs is generally of blue linen. 'Thofe 
of the higher rank endeavor to ape the fathion of the Turks. 
They are arrayed indeed in filks and woolens, but without lece 
and embroidery. They are univerfally modeft in their behavior, 
decent in their converfation, and fober in their way of fife. Ga- 
ming ts unknown to then; and ftrong liquors in fuch little re- 
queft, that we found but few Arabiane, who broke throath the 
precept of their religion, which-forbida the uf of them. But the 
vices they poffefs, are fufficient to eclipfe the luftre of thefe good 
qualities. Were it not for the cheapnefs of proviftons, the po- 
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verty of the people would bear hard upon them. But for the va- 
lune of a penny, each man can provide for the day. Befide meat 
and poultry, which are in great plenty, the river fupplies them 
with fine fifh at the loweft rates; and eggs are fold-at a penny the 
dozen. Thefe things we can declare from ocular demonftration ; 
and from our window we can fee the menial fervants of the fhaik 
receive their daily pay, which, we are affured, does not exceed the 
value of a penny. Water is their only drink, except it be mixed 
with coffee ; enough of which may be procured for a penny, to 
treat a company of vifitors; a fact of which we had frequent ex- 
perience. But the fimplicity of this race is beft to be deduced 
from the figure which their head makes. The Shaik Ul Arab is 
very abftemious in his diet, and plain in his equipage. There is 
nothing magnificent about him ; and he generally appears in a 
black gown, which is very fine, and refembles our bombafin. 
His turban is of muflin; and the only finery about him, an 
orange or ftraw-cotored fhaul, which is carelefsly thrown acrofs 
his fhoulders. He carries no arms about him; which we ob- 
ferved to be the cafe of alt the old men, to proclaim, we fup- 
pofe, that war is no longer their province. 

"Phere is no truft to be repofed in the word of a camel- 
driver. We fent to the fhaik at five o'clock in the evening, 
to requeft our final audience ; and found to our furprize, that 
Hadgee Uttalah was with him, to demand our journey to be 

poftponed untif the morning. Ibrahim remonftrated in our 
name againft this proceeding, and the fhaik was enraged at its in- 
folence. But his anger was of as little confequence as our regret. 
There was no prejudice now to be removed, but an obftacle more 
infarmountable. The camels are not ready, and there is no help 
for the delay. 


THIURS. 
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THURSDAY, ath Serremaper. 


It is a matter of the greateft furprize to a rational being, to 
perceive mankind given to falfehood, without a beneficial end in 
view. And no where, as I have had occafion elfewhere to cb- 
ferve, is this practice fo frequently to be met with, as among the 
Arabians. By telling one lye, the camel-drivers have reduced 
themfelves to the neceffity of adding an hundred to it. On their 
coming to us this morning, we reproached them with their du- 
plicity in the prefence of the hakeem; and demanded to depart 
immediately, as the only recompence they could make us for our 
many difappointments. On this the whole myftery was unravel- 
led. We found that fome of their camels had been fo much fa- 
tigued in their late expedition, that they were not able to travel 
before: But it is their genius to difguife the truth at all times; 
and they made ufe of a thoufand fhifts to evade our departure, 
rather than difclofe the real ftate of the cafe, Our difpleafure is, 
therefore, rather directed at their folly, than their villainy ; and 
now we have got to the bottom of the affair, our chagrin 4s con- 
fiderably leffened at this unexpected detention. We have even 
confented, by their advice, to poftpone our departure until night ; 
when our movement will be mote private, and not interrupted by 
the croud of mendicants which await our charity. This ftep was 
enforced by the hakeem’s report, who recommended, by ail means, 
that we fhould fet out after dark. 

At nine o'clock we attended the hakeem to the fhaik's houf, 
to receive our pafs, and to take our leave of our benefactor. We 
arrived there in the midft of a trial of the camel~people, for a 
robbery on the deeeafed Mahomet. After fitting about half an 
hour in a kind of lobby, we were advifed to fend in our names. 
On doing this, we were ufhered into the room where the court 

was 
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was held, and_after the ufual falutations, we were icated on a 
raifed place to the right of the fhaik. His politenefs dittated a 
few queftions to us, after which he proceeded to the trial. We 
were not forry to have our curiofity fatisfied in this particular ; 
and we attended with great patience to the procefs. There is no 
jury in this court of juftice, nor any judge but the fhaik, whofe 
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been 
given by the witneffes, they are crofs-examined by the grandees, 
who compofe the council. The fhaik liftens attentively to all 
that paffes, forms a judgment of the fact, and at length pro- 
nounces the final fentence. At eleven o'clock we made a mo- 
tion to take our leave, and were difmiffed by the good old man 
with an hearty benedition, and very cordial wifhes for the fuc- 
cefs of our journey. In our hearing he repeated the charge to 
Hadgee Uttalah, to put us down at the Englith factory at Cairo ; 
and not to return, without a letter under our hands and feals, to 
advife him of our fafey, at the peril of his life. To fecure his 
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the fhaik alfo dire¢ted, 
that the family of Hadgee Uttalah fhould be placed under a 
guard, as the fureft hoftages for the integrity'of his conduét, 
Our hearts were fall enough at the idea of parting with this 
amiable charactcr, but this laft proof of his more than paternal 
care of us, had fach an effect upon our feelings, that we were 
glad to retire, and concedl the ebullitions of our gratitude. The 
uniform greatnefs of foul which diftinguifhes this Mahometan, 
will encourage ftrangers to enter his country without fear. And 
it'is not unpleafing to us to reflect, that our misfortunes may 
contsibute to the fecurity of future travellers. They called forth 
the virtues of this prince from the fhade of obfcurity; and will 
be a leflom to. his fubjetts, ever to refpect the rights of hu-~< 


y- ote 
As we returned home we were joined by the little Turk, who 
was 
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was fo affiduous to engage our company by water. We are 
concerned to feparate from him, but he declines our offer to ac: 
commodate him by land. He confeffes, however, that he is 
under no apprehenfions for us, though he does not chufe to 
rifk his property in the defart. ‘There is fomething inexplicable 
in this; but our confidence in the fhaik is too firmly rooted, to 
be fhaken by the fufpicions of others. We obferved that the 
Turk was much dejected at our approaching departure; and 
partly gueffing at the caufe, when we got home, with the con- 
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his 
hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in- 
ftantly bnghtened up at this prefent; and he refumed his face- 
tious difpofition during the day, which he dedicated to us. We 
‘thad already been indebted to his affiftance in preparing for our 
journey ; and the major now gave him the charge of his china 
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. 
We alfo obliged the Turk with many Si things, which were 
fuperfluous to us. But he had fome trouble in conveying them 
out of the houfe, from the vigilance of the domeftics, who were 
doubtlefs direéted by their mafter to have an eye to his mo- 
tions. 

Now we have feen our lait of the fhaik, the hakéeni intimates 
that he cannot part with us, without a further pratification. 
This Abaffee! this flave! who cannot fit down in the prefence 
of his mafter, though raifed by his favor to the govériiinent of 
this city, has the affurance to affume airs of confequence, ‘aid 
to truft to our moderation for putting up with them. Befides 
our former gifts, he came in for one of the thauls which we re- 
covered from the vizier, who, in our opiniori, was as much en- 

’ titled to it as himfelf. . He is now defirous of my filver ‘hookah, 
though Ibrahim has informed him of its being packed up. ts 
value chiefly lics in the workmanfhip; and it is more curious 
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than afefulto me. To prevent further importunities, I have fent 
it to this fellow, though it gave me the trouble of unpacking 
a trunk,.-I am fenfible that he would be degraded from his 
office, were the fhait acquainted with his behavior. But he too 
muth confides in our former concealment of his meannef&, to 
be afraid of the confequences: and builds upon our generofity 
to repeat the offence. The fhaik has already been put to fo 
much trouble on our account, that we would overlook a great 
many impofitions, fooner than difturb his repofe with freth 
complaints, We have already caufed fome changes in his ad- 
miniftration ; and it would be in us but a bad requital for all 
his favors, to foment differences between him and his favorite 
dervants, on light occafions. 

We quickly experienced the good effets of our compliance with 
the hakeem's humor. . He fent for the camel-drivers, to remind 
them of the treatmeqt which they were to give us on the roads 
and fottted the csconompy of our journey, and other points, which 
they had difputed with Ibrahim. When the fun fets, the ca- 
mels are to be brought to the door to take up our baggage, 
which is new reduced to half of its original bulk. After fup~ 
per we are to bid our Jong-wifhed-for adieu to Ghinnah ; which 
at muft be remembered, we owe to the virtue of one man! 

At fan-let Madgee Uttalah came haftily to our houle, and told 
as, that as we. had paid ten dollars apiece for the other camels, 
be expefted fifteen to be paid him, for the prime beaft he was to 
tiie himGlf. We were congratulating ourfelves before we wete 
quit of this xriping caft. We knew the fhaik had prefented him 
with the price of this very camel, but the fellow had timed his 
appfication fo ‘well, that we were fain to comply with it, We 
were about to fet off, and meither our hafte nor the late hour, 
qvoutd have. admiteed of our communicating the affair to the 
Park. We had no mnoncy remaining that.the Arabs knew. of ; but 
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the old fox got over this difficulty, by offering to take.our note 
of band, payable a at Cairo, We were the. ae reconciled to this 






wa ‘placed upon the cagicls 
ave of fevers people S who had begn civil''to us; spar 

guondam’ ‘hakeem, i in “whofe behalf we had | jneffeGtually exerted 
otirfelves with the fhaik. At nine o'clock we mounted our 
beafts, with the fame number of attendants as when we left 
Cofire: an Arab related to Abdul-Ruflar, fupplying the place 
of the Indian “Fakes “'W . towards the great 
mofque by which we entered thé‘sity, where..we are to take.up 
our water; atcompanied by thé hakeem: vatid, a. party of horfe, 
who paid us this compliment by the orderiof the thaik. 

- When we came to: the ¢ watering - lace anew ‘oe was hatched, 
more fcatidalous than any they ad-yet atten | We had pdid 
for. fifteen camels, and given a. ‘promiffo som re the: hixe-of 
another. | Now it was that fome of theowners of ihe camels, 
{of which’ ‘there are. thpes: befibey our. ‘canda Gor). applied’ for 
: three additional: its, ‘under pretence of lightening-our baggage, 
which they:did: ‘not’ cohceive nwcild- ‘have tusried out fo heavy. 
Much altercation now-enfued. .We were juftly:mettled at a dee 
mand which‘had all’ the appearance of an. ifipofitiog » sand 
loudly. called upon’ the hakeem to také us back .to sig oule. 
We threatened fa acquaint the fhaik: i ‘in. the: rooming Apne pec 
$l whage ‘Nay,’ we: iid pretended to have : 
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and to fecure our lives ip cafe of an attack, it was neceffary for 
us to travel With “Aight ‘euttiels “That-we knew not the arduous 
undertaking in which we had engaged; or we fhould fcarcely 
hefitate toconfult the only means, to fmoothe the difficulties be- 
fore us. -Theit “application had. indeed been too late. But to de- 
monftrate thei ig fincetity, they were content to be at half of the 
experice, rather thar be'iny, wari ofthe camels ; and to take our 
note for the fifteen dolarsy' payable at Cairo. The candor of 
this offer recgnciled us: to the-experice ; and we had experienced 
too many delays, to cotitend ahy {yrther about it. One of the 
owners returiied?-to the'eity’ ta ‘cdtedt” "fhe. additional camels, and 
bring them after’ Aas. At leva dclock we moved on, and were 
ftill accompanied by ‘Wie hakeem, whom "we ftrongly fufpected to 
be concerned in‘the laft: mani favre ‘of the camels. He preceded 
us for about ‘a'qu attey’ of: & mife"on theiroad; when the troop 
faced fuddenly reund: d, and, after: spaying ‘us a complimentary {a- 
lute, went off ata full ‘gallop towards. the town. We con- 
tinued our ragrch in’ a chearful mood,’ and going to the north, 
foon left the trees arid the river' behind us, Our way lay through 
a ftony and ‘Wmeven foil ; and the modn is tbo young to affift 
our cantels to pick dut their road by night. At two o’clock we 
halted, and fpread « ‘out carpets ‘upon a very rugged and uncom- 
fortable place, ‘We wereé'three hours in motion, but find that 
our diftance frofn Ghintith: ‘does not exceed five miles. I have 
here affixed a map of Upper Egypt, where the reader is prefented 
with the courfe of the ‘Nile. and may purfue our route thréugh 
the defarts of Thebais. 
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Tawoke at day-break my eyes much inflamed and dif- 
ordered. I have felt eben in them for fome time, which 
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proceeded from a cold in my head: and after fleeping under 
cover for this month paft, it is natura] that the night air thou 
have a bad effect upon my eyes, I dread the journey@ little on 
this account, and fhall not be furprifed to have a-confirmed hu- 
mour in them before our arrival at Cairo. We are prevented 
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up. 
At eight o'clock Hadgee Uttalah fet off for Ghinnah in fearch of 
them, and was accompanied by his fon. As this movement 
prefented us with a profpeét of remaining here the greater part 
of the day, we ereéted a kind of tent with a cloth ftretched 
over our baggage, beneath which we made a fhift to creep, to 
fhelter us from the fun. But we had but a difagreeable time of 
it. What with the fufpence, the heat of the weather, and fome 
fufpicions which were propagated amang us, of the honefty of 
our camel-drivers, the hours pafled very heavily. It was whif- 
pered to us by Ibrahim, that thefe fellows were not prepared for 
our expedition; and had only brought atk here ta deceive the 
fhaik, who was enraged at their delay. AS a proof of this, he 
told us at ten a’cloek that the camels were about to leave us. 
We fallied out of our neft on this alarm, and found on enquiry, 
that the camels were only going to the Nile, to fill up the tkins 
with water. But the folly of Ibrahim and the reft of our fer- 
vants, was very near being productive of ferious confequences. 
They were of opinion that we ought toxeturn with the camels 
to Ghinnah, and to apply te the fhaik for a more trufty conductor. 
Never, until this moment, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated fo 
much from propricty. But the honefty of his intentions gave 
them a weight, which I am convinced they would not otherwife 
have had; and it was actually debated amongift us, whether we 
fhould return or not ! So precipitate and ill-advifed a ftep, would 
net only have betrayed our uncanquerable jealoufy of the Arabs, 
hut in all likelihood, have fynk us in the efteem of the: thaik. 
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Tt was happily over-ruled; and the camels were permitted to go 
quietly an thejr neceflary errand. 

At twa clock the camels returned ; and on numbering the 
water-fkins, we fotnd them to amount to thirty. This is a 
gréat ftore; but, from our former experience, may prove little 
enough for our wants, before we reach the next watering-place. 
We would not break upon our provifion, as our journey was not 
commenced ; and made a fhift therefore to dine upon dates and 
bread. At four o’clock we were agreeably ftruck with the ap- 
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the Arab who went laft night 
in queft of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee 
came without his fon. On enquiring into the reafon of this 
diminution of our guard, we learn that the fhaik has detained 
the fon, as a pledge for the fincerity of the father. We infer 
from this, that the fhaik was not pleafed with our delay here ; 
and has therefore exacted this new hoftage from our conduttor, 
to exprefs his diffatisfaction. 

‘Our baggage was now replaced upon the camels; but a full 
hour was loft in difputes among the owners, touching the bur-~ 
dens to be affigned to their feveral beaits. Thefo-were, how- 
ever, atiength adjufted ; and at five o’clock in the evening, we 
left the ground with eighteen camels in company. Our way 
ftill lay through a ftony plain; and about fun-fet we mounted 
a craggy hill, from whence we were agrecably furprized with a 
fudden view of the river below. The land continues barren 
wnti within a mile of the banks; on which, buried in a, ro-- 
mantic wood, we difeerned the buildings of Dundarah, a-town 
of which I have before fpoken *.. The want of population can 


® According to the Jearned Dr. Pococke, there is a temple of Ifis in good pre- 
feryation at Dundarah, but no remains of that of Venus, fo much celebrated of 
old. The peculiarity of their fituation, prevented the author and his companions 

from ingulging theis curiofity at that, or any other place in the neighborhood. 
be 
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be the only reafon, that a defart fhould extend itfelf to the vi- 
cinity of the fineft river in the world. And to the genius of a 
Mahometan government, muft that want be alone Mfributed. 
As we defcended the hill, we loft fight of the wodd and water ; 
and mutt bid adicu for fome time, to fuch a regalement to or 
fenfes. At feven o'clock we ialted for the night. The Arabs 
tell us, that the roads are too rugged and dangerous to travel 
over in the dark. This is a mortification to us; but we mutt 
put up with having come but ten miles in two days, which 1s 
our prefent diftance from Ghinnah. Our courfe has, however, 
been northerly, and we are fo far in our route to Cairo, 


SATURDAY, 6th SerremsBer. 


At half paft five this morning we refumed our march. My eyes 
are ftill bad, and I have fuffered great anguifh from them on the 
road, The heat particularly affects them, though I defend them 
as well as I can from the fun. As we went‘along we ftarted fe- 
veral deer; but they are too wild to admit of our getting a fhot at 
them. The road {till continues rugged, and we aicended feveral 
hills, but could'not procure another peep at the river. It is not 
likely that we are far from it by the courfe we keep, though it will 
behove us fhortly to maintain a refpectable diftance, to avoid the 
parties of [brahim Beg, which are faid to.hover about its neigh- 
borhood. At half paft eleven we halted to the eaftward of a pro- 
jeCting hill, under whofe friendly fhade we ate an hearty meal of 
bread and meat. Our laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. As 
we came up to this place, we difturbed a poor deer, that had fhel- 
tered itfelf here from the fun. Thefe animals abound in this de- 
fart; and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild 
beafts, or venomous creatures in our peregrinations, I conclude 
Egypt to be free of them, notwithftanding the fables of antiquity. 

In 


[ 295 ] 
In India we confider it as a thing almoft certain, to find tygers 
near an herd of deer, which they are always obferved to follow as 
their ufua® prey. When our dinner was ended, we laid down to 
take a nap. The hour was inviting thereto, and the ftay we were 
to make here, admitting of the fweets of repofe. 

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttalah perceived my 
eyes to be much inflamed, and very kindly proffered me fome re- 
lief, The Arabs generally carry a medicine about them, for the 
cure of a diforder to which they are fo fubject, from the duft and 
heat which incommode their country. Experience muft have 
proved the efficacy of the medicine; and I was fo remote from 
any hopes of affiftance, that I even ventured to 1ubmit my eyes to 
the hands of this quack. The medicine is of a black thick confift- 
ence, and, on his introducing it with an inftrument into my cyes, 
occafioned a momentary fmart. At four o’clock we purfwed our 
journey, and keeping the fame dire€tion, without varying the 
{cene, at feven o’clock we reached the foot of a prodigious high 
mountain, which we cannot afcend in the dark. Here, therefore, 
we took up our abode for the night. The laft {tage was three 
hours, or feven miles, fo that we compute ourfelves to be thirty- 
three miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been N,N. E. 


SUN DAY, vth SepremBer. 


The Arabs have a very good cuftom of drinking coffee, before 
they leave their ground in a morning. This we have adopted,: 
and find it much more efficacious, in taking the chill off the fta- 
mach, than the old Englifh prefcription of a dram, with which 
we are, perhaps, luckily unprovided. By fix o'clock we had 
accoutered our, camels, and, leading them in our hands, began to 
afcend the mountain on foot, As we mounted the fteep, we fre- 
quently bieft’ourfelves ‘that we were not riding, as the path was 
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fo narrow, the leatt falfe ftep mutt have fent the beaft down the 
bordering precipice. But it muft be confeffed, that the camel is 
the moft fure-footed of all beafts of burden; nor do I récolleé in 
this fatiguing march from fteep to fteep, that my tamel ftumbled 
once. We were upwards of an hour climbing this mountain, and 
on the top found an extenfive plain. But the profpeé& from hence 
was obftruéted by the adjacent heights, which in fome places 
-overlooked the ground we were upon. We travelled about two 
hours on this mountain, where we found a fenfible difference in 
the fharpnefs of the atmofphere, and at nine o'clock began to de- 
{cend. We once more difmounted our camels, which we had rode 
over the level furface, and ‘haftened down the declivity, in a third 
of the time which we took to goup. The path winded round the 
fideof the mountain, and to our left an horrid chafm, fome hundred 
fathorns deep, prefented itfelf to our view. .It is furprizing no ac- 
-cident befel the loaded camels, whofe harnefs is fo bad, that they 
were frequently topped in the middle of a defcent, to adjuft the 
baggage which had been difcompofed By the viotent motion of 
the animal. When we gained the bottom, two of the camel- 
drivers pufhed forward to fee if they could fhoot a deer. We have 
but little dependence upon their matchlocks, which muft be reft- 
ed to take a good aim: and though my companions have mufkets, 
they will not rifk their reputation by trying their fkill, as they 
have not balls that fit their pieces. We winded through the val- 
ley, where we met with numerous thorn-trees in full bloffoin and 
fragrarice; and after along march, halted‘at hialf paft one o’clock 
to the eaftward of an high hill. Juft before we rekchied this place, 
a ludicrous circumftance enough happenéd to me. 1 had loiter- 
ed about two hundred yards behind, in company with three of 
the Arabs, who fuddenly topped miy camel, and, dy figns, for- 
bade me to proceed. This Pe alwcean rouféd me from a re- 
verie in which I was plunged, and, on my atteinpting to go on, 
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they ftill detained me, and frequently cried out, “ Huffal, hut- 
fal.” I looked immediately for my companions, who, I perceiv- 
ed, were tfeated in the fame manner; and I was about to have re- 
courfe to my arms, in order to force a paflage to them, when, 
behold! a fine buck ran acrofs the road in front of us, which was 
followed by the report of a piece. The myftery was now unra- 
velled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greate(t per- 
plexity I had everexperienced. This had arifen from my imper- 
fect acquaintance with the language. The word ‘ Hufial,” 
which had appeared to me like a term of command, I now found 
to be a deer in Arabic. I quickly rejoined the troop, and laugh- 
ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, that we 
did not dine upon venifon to-day. We had recourfe, however, to 
our potted mutton, of which we mutt be fparing, as our conductor 
and the camel-owners expect to partake of it. We did not kay ou 
account with this partition, but will fubmit to it, rather than put 
thefe people out of humour. The laft ftage was feven hours and 
an half, or nineteen miles. 

At half paft three o’clock we were mounted again, and going 
through the fame valley, in about an hour, reached the béttom of 
another fteep mountain. We were obliged to lead our camels up, 
and in about half an hour gained the fummit, where we found a 
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o'clock 
we came to the extrem#y of the mountain, when our advanced 
guard alarmed us with the news of a party of camels being in the 
vale. As it was a fufpicious place to encounter any of our Dwn_ 
fpecies, we all took’to our arms, and affembled on the defcent, 
which was fo craggy, and fo perpendicular, that, fmall as our 
numbers were, we were enabled, by our fituation, to have coped 
with a multitude of enemies. The ftrangers had obferved our 
motions, and drew: up in a body below to wait the refult. We 
counted no lefs than thirty camels, and deduced therefrom, that 
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we fhould have two to one againft us, in cafe of hoftilitie, To 
gain intelligence, however, of the difpofition of the. {trangers, 
Wadgee Uttalah himfelf defcended into the valley. He ventured 
himfelf unarmed, as a token of peace; and we were not a little 
impaticnt to behold the interview which was aboyt to take place. 
We were deeply interefted in its event ; and, circumftanced as we 
were, it is not furprizing that we fhould doubt of its fuccefs. But 
we were happily deceived in our ideas. No fooner had Hadgec 
Uttalah approached the new party, than he was recognized by one 
among them, who ran with open arms to receive him. He was 
prefently encompaffed by the reft; and we could difcern that he 
was ferved with coffee and bread. This ftaggered us in our opi- 
nion of thefe people’s profeffion ; and we began to conceive that 
they might be travellers like ourfelves, who, in thefe critical times, 
had explored the defart, in preference to the liver. And we were 
now confirmed in this coneeit, by the figns which Hadgee made 
to us to defcend. Thefe figns were interpreted to us by our 
Attibs, who told us there was nothing to fear. We obeyed, there- 
fore, and went down the hill jn as good order as the path would 
admit of: We were met at the foot of it by Nadgee, who conveyed 
us and our baggage to a fpot at fome diftance from the flrangers, 
and then returned to them. Many were the embraces and con- 
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both 
fides. The firft thing we learned was,, that water is to be pro- 
cured in this valley, which has induced our gentry to halt here 
‘and replenith our fkins. We arrived here at half paft fix o'clock, 
{8 that our laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles.. 

While Hadgee Uttalah was engaged in an earneft converfation 
with the leader of the other party, Ibrahim and Abdul Ruffar came 
to us with looks of furprize, and. informed us, that they had dif- 
covered the ftrangers to be what we at firft apprehended—a band 
ofrobbers. That they had overheard one of them boaft, that this 
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band took the forty camels near Cofire during our ftay in that 
town—an anecdote which I before mentioned—and that on the 
banks of the Nile, they had plundered a caravan but a few days 
azo, with the fpoils of which they were now returning to their 
own country ! It may be imagined that we were not a little ftartled 
at this intelligence. The novelty of the circumftance did not di- 
minifh its unpleafantnefs ; and our fituation was as alarming as 
uncommon. We were turned adrift in a wide defart, and, in cafe 
of oppofition, were to depend upon our arms, and the fidelity of 
our Arabs. Even conqueft would not avail us, were we obliged 
to fight againft our guides. In the defart only could we look for 
fafety in this hoftile land; and we had no clue to unravel its 
mazes, fhould we be abandoned by our people. Thefe were the 
firft reflections which fuggefted themfelves; but our minds were 
prefently relteved by the affurances of Hadgee Uttalah, who now 
joined us. He made no fcruple to acquaint us with the profeflion 
of the robbers; but added, that they had as much regard for their 
word as other people. They happily knew him, which was 4in- 
deed the faving of an effufion of blood. For, on the feore of 
friendship, they had pledged their word to him, that they would 
not meditate the leaft wrong againft us. We might truft them 
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had never been known to break their 
faith on fuch occafions. After this prelude, we were the lefs fur- 
prized at a propofition which they had made him, to accompany 
us toCairo. Hadgee himfelf recommended tous to accept of it. 
Our intereft, he faid, was every way concerned in it. They yould 
ferve us both as guides and protectors, in this unfrequented 
wafte: and where they once adopted a caufe, it was their cha- 
-rater to promote it at the expence.of their blood. Had we dif- 
trufted this panegyric, it was not for us to diffent againft the 
opinion of our conduétor, who was atually the mafter of our 
perfons ‘and effects. The pledges he has left at Ghinnah will pre- 
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cent his rifking his charge wantonly , and on this we rely at this 
pinCfure, We have fallen into precious company ! and it behoves 
us to be on our guard as much as poffible. Never did heroes in 
romance plunge into greater perplexities ; ‘and ‘were not this 
narrative well attefted, it might-feem here to breathe the air ‘of 
fiction, But the good genius which prefided over every adven- 
ture we have atchieved, will, we truft, conduct us fafely through 
the prefent. 

At feven o'clock the camels belonging to the robbers went on 
for water, and left their captain and a guard only with their bag- 
gage. ‘This was a proof of confidence; but we betook ourfelves 
to bed, with our arms hy us as ufual, and got as much fleep as the 
cold would admit of. I was fo unfortunate as to be ftripped of my 
night-cloak at Ghinnah, and have no defence but a chintz cover- 
lid againft the fharpnefs of the wind, which is due north, and as 
cutting as I ever felt it out of Europe. When we begin to travel 
at night, the motion will make us lefs fenfible of the cold. This 
valley is, by our reckoning, fifty-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our 
courfe to-day has been N. W. 


MONDAY, 8th SepremBer, 


J awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ca- 
mels belonging to the robbers were not returned from the {pring. 
Their baggage lay within view of us, among which I learn there is 
coffer, fugar, and fail-cloth, which they have lately taken, and are 
carrying for fale into the neighborhood of Cairo. At day-break 
our camels were alfo difpatched for water, and Jeft only Hadgee 
Uttalah and the owners of the camels with us. As there was no 
hope of our decamping before noon, to amufe myfelf after break- 
faft I fat down to tranfcribe an ode, in the compofition of which 
1 was difturbed yefterday by the adventure of thedeer. My camel 
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is the fazieft of the fet, and affords me frequent opportunities 
for mufing, by lagging behind the reft. A pretty place for in- 
{piration, truly! methinks fome critic erles. But as gay {cenes 
give birth to gay ideas, fo the verfe portrayed in a defart, can- 
not’ fail to pattake of its ftrong and gloomy coloring. Thofe 
readers who are of a difpofition to relifh fuch a piéture, may 
look to the Appendix; where, to avoid breaking the thread of 
my fubject, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the ob- 
jects it defcribes, it is chiefly calculated for the penfive, melancholy 
heart ; to which I beg leave to addrefs it. 

It feems that robbery is no difhonorable profeffion among the 
Arabs, while they confine their attacks to the people of other 
diftricts. Their friends and acquaintances may encounter thefe 
banditti without violation; and it is feldom known, that they 
lay their own countrymen under contribution. Our Arabs have 
fallen under the former defcription, and it is to this extraordi- 
nary obfervance of faith, that we fhall be indebted for our 
efcape. Their cuftom is to make excurfions into diftant pro- 
vinces, and to return to their own, with all the plunder they 
can collect, They confider it rather as carrying on a petty war, 
than as an infringement of the rights of mankind ; and in this re- 
fpect, perhaps, have as much reafon and juftice on their fide, as 
moft of thofe heroes who have defolated the earth, and whofe 
crimes only want to be divefted of the vain ecizt of uncommon 
a€tions. The government itfelf winks at thefe proceedings, which 
enrich its fubjeéts; and while the delinquents keep beyond *the 
immediate cognizance of juftice, they have nothing to appre- 
hend from its refentment. And if it be confidered, that many 
of their affociates are men who have been guilty of no offence, 
but have been obliged by the crimcs of fome of their family, to 
take refuge in the defart, to fhun the vengeance of individuals, 
we fhould be the lefe furprized at mecting with an inftance of 
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humanity and forbearance among them. The cruel policy of 
their laws has peopled the wafte ; and driven men of fair cha- 
racter to mingle with the vile, and to prey on the unwary tra- 
vellet ! 

The captain of the gang was introduced to us by Hadgee 
Uttalah at breakfaft, and took a cup of coffee with us. Heis a 
bold, laughing villain, of a middle fize, but large linmebed: and 
would be well-featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep 
fcar, which contracts his upper lip, and betrays the lofs af fe- 
veral of his fore-teeth: the effects we fuppofe of one of his ren- 
counters! There is a freedom in his behavior, which gains 
him our confidence. Far from being afhamed of his way of 
life, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two pair of 
morocco flippers, a Turkifh veft, and other articles of drefs, for 
fale. Thefe we readily purchafed, to conciliate his good opinion ; 
and neceffity muft excufe our receiving ftolen goods, knowing 
them to be ftolen. Abdul Ruffar bought an Alcoran, and other 
religious books, the plunder perhaps of fome poor prieft ; dnd 
Ibrahim a French horfe-piftol, which will be of more thew 
than ufe tohim.. Thefe things we have procured for at leaft a 
third of their-value: and Hadgee Uttalah has fatisfied the rob- 
Ler, for which we are to account with the former at Cairo. We 
have been careful to inftil into our own people the belief of our 
being deftitute of money ; or God knows, what mifchief the dif- 
covery of our real treafures might produce againft us. Our for- 
tune is very peculiar. We might have gone this road a thoufand 
times, without encountering thefe frecbooters, Had we arrived 
at this pafs but half an hour later, we fhould have miffed of 
them, as they were ha(ting through the valley to get water, and 
dreamed as httle as ourfelves, of ftumbling upon human crea~ 
tures in this unfrequented waite. But the event only can dle- 
cide, whether the meeting be propitious or not. We have often, 
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during our journey, had occafion to applaud Pope’s celebrated 
maxim, that ‘ whatever is, is right.” And though fo flattering 
to our interefts, may we not hope that even this will prove a 
freth teftimony.of it? The dealings which we have had with 
thejr captain, fhew that he means to aét upon the fquare 
with us; and we are ftill encreafing our debt with our Arabs, of 
which they are to Jook for payment at Cairo, 

At eleven o'clock their camels returned from the f{pring, and 
had their intentions been hoftile, they could not have found a 

etter opportunity to execute them, than in the abfence of a 
great part of our force. But their ideas were of an oppofite na- 
ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli- 
ment to Hadgee Uttalah ; and nothing went forward but pre- 
parations for an entertainment. This flefh the Arabs efteem be- 
yond all other; and as they prefented us with a picce, our 
ftomachs were not pampered enough to refufe tafting ‘of it. 
Though we had eaten our humble repaft, we had fufficient 
appetite to find the meat tender and well-flavored. It is coaife 
enough, however, and might be miftaken for bull-beef. 

At three o’clock our camels returned, with the fkins filled 
with good water. There is a feaft however among the Arabs, 
which cuts off our expectations of getting away before the 
evening, Were it not for the delay, we have not {pent a dif- 
agrecable day in this valley. It is fo deep and fo narrow, 
that there is ever a fhade to the eaft or weft fide of it, and‘a 
draft of wind drawing through, which alleviates the noon-tide 
fervor. 

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to-night. 
Hadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on 
our account, we cannot in decency but ftay, until the ftrangers 
have dreffed and prepared it for the journey. This will take up 


until dark, and we have another craggy mountain to pafs over. 
AS 
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As the troubles probably fubfiit at Cairo, the old man propofed 
to us a plan, to carly us to the place of thefe robbers’ refidence. 
This is fituated near the river, and but a few hours diftant from 
that city, where he will accompany us in a boat.’ And the rea- 
fon he gives for this manceavre, is plaufible enough. His camels 
run a rifk of being preffed for the war, fhould he ventare them 
to Cairo. Notwithftanding it was the Shajk Ul Arab¥ pofitive 
direction, that the camels fhould fet us down at the Englifh fac- 
tory, and the {cheme itfelf is not wholly to our mind, we muft 
have that confideration for thefe poor creatures’ property, as not 
to hazard it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyed there, 
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore, 
given our conduéttor the latitude to a&t for the beft. But not to 
forget our intereft while he promotes his own. 

The crackling of fires was now heard on all fides, and the menial 
Auibs wete bufy in turning the large joints upon the glowing em- 
bers. Some were dealing out their fcanty allowance to the camels; 
while others unfheathed their glittering blddes, to portion out the 
night’s repaft. Meanwhile the chiefs were affembled apart, 
ftretched upon the hides of fome ferocious animal, once roving and 
lawlefs like themfelves. Their arms were thrown peaceably by 
them; while from each mouth, a long protended tube difpenfed 
the fragrant fumes of Perfia’s weed, Deeds of bold hardiment are 
now retold: and each vain-glorious beafter is hero: of the fre- 
quent tale. His province, war! and man, his fpoil! Thus fleet 
thehours, ‘till languor creeps upon the band, and quick refigns 
them to the arms of fleep. 


TUESDA ¥, goth SerremBer. 


The night was fharp as fasl, which occafioned ug to hie longer 
this morning to comfort ourfelves. We did not move aff our 
ground 
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~ground until half palit fix o'clock, and the robbers then were not 
ready to accompany us. They defired us however to proceed, 
and promifed to follow foon after. For three hours we winded 
through the valley we flept in, and about ten o'clock, began to 
gain the high ground by a regular afcent. The reft of this day's 
journey was continued over:a fucceffion of hills and dales; where 
the roaf was fo intricate and broken, that nothing but a camel 
could get over it. The appearance of the road is fo ‘frightful in 
many places, that we do not wonder, why our people have hither- 
to laid by in the night. The air is fo piercing on the hills, that 
we feel not the leaft inconvenience from the meridian ray. The 
fun, indeed, is far to the fouthward in this month, and we daily 
haften, to our great comfort, from each other: add to this, we have 
turned our backs upon him. Wecan already pronounce this jour- 
ney to be of a different.complexion from our la(t. The roads, it is 
true, are more difficult and dangerous ; but the feafon is fo much 
changed for the better, that we fcarce know what it is to thirft, or 
to fuffer any but a partial heat. At one o'clock we entered another 
valley, which we traverfed until half paft two, and for want of a 
breeze, found it comfortably hot. Here we halted, and were not 
lucky enough to gain the leaft fhelter from the fun. The change 
was difagreeable enough from our late fituationin the high ground. 
We pafled fuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat. 
«s Extremes by change more fierce.” This valley we found to be 
the proper watering-place: the {pring we met with yefterday, 
being only known to the robbers who haunt the wafte. Ouprca-- 
mels were accordingly difpatched to replenith the few empty fkins, 
and to drink themfelves, againft the long thirft they are to expe- 
rience. We fprang a brace of partridge and feveral quail in this 
valley, which has good cover of fragrant fhrubs. The laft ftage 
was no fefs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon- 
ing, we aré byt feventy-nine we from Ghinnah, Our courfe 
to-day 
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to-day has been N. N. W. We now fee that yefterday wae ab- 
folutely a loft day, and if we travel at this rate, our provifions, as 
well as patience, will foon fail us. 

It was whifpered about that the robbers had taken a different 
route. We had been here near two hours, and there’ were no 
figns of them. This made us fufpect, that they had amufed us 
with the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether 
the feparation would be to our advantage or not, when a little 
after four o'clock, I faw the captain of the robbers with two at-« 
tendants, advancing towards us with a quick pace. Shortly after 
the whole band appeared in fight, according their fteps to the tune 
of a fong, and feemingly carelefs of the fun-beams and of the 
world befide. They make a formulable figure, and are trebly 
armed to what our party are. How different is the fact from 
what was reported of their difcipline and arms! Befides his 
matchlock, which is flung behind his back, each man has piftols 
m Iris girdle, a fabre on his left fide, and a hanger on his right, 
while in his right hand he brandifhes a fpedr. They are alfo in 
general better mounted than we; and our having out-marched 
them to-day, maft be attributed to the additional load they 
have carried in the flefh of the camel. The principal part of our 
force was abfent, and they had another fair opportunity of at- 
tacking us to advantage. But very amicable was their falutation; 
and they only thought of fending their camels to the fpring, which 
met our’s returning thence. This we find will detain us here un~ 
‘til the morning, and is the fecond delay which thefe people have 
occafioned us. We learn that we are to march for three days on 
the mountains, before we deicend towards.the:Nile, where we are 
to.water next; which asgues the necedlity of going from hence 
with full (kins. 


WE'D- 
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WEDNESDAY, roth SrpremBer. 


We were late as ufual'in decamping this morning. The Arabs 
feqm not to relifh the morning air, and make up for the delay, by 
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day: a 
circumstance not over and above agreeable to us. But, perhaps, I 
{peak chiefly for myfelf, whofe eyes are ftill weak, though on’ the 
mending hand, and much incommoded by the rays of the fun. 
Our fatisfactions are feldom without their alloys. In a converfa- 
tion we hed with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our 
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of his 
countrymen. He had the affurance to laugh at the idea of the Shaik 
Ul! Arab, who he faid was nobody here; and added, that were it 
not for himielf and his companions, we fhould have been ftripped 
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the defart, defti- 
tute of food and raiment *, There was fomething in this picture 
thet did not flatter our imaginations. Our pride was alarmed ; 
and we quickly retorted, that we never would be reduced to fuch a 
condition, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But 
in {pite of this fellow’s arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain 
him in our intereft. We commended his fidelity, and appeared 
thankful for his friendfhip, which we promifed to fhew a proper 
fenfe of on our arrival at (giro. His behavior, indeed, is quite the 
reverfe to that of Hadgee Uttalah, who is not only a quiet, civil 
body, but one, who {peaks of his fovereign with deference andere- 
fpect. 

At half-paft fix o’clock we began to afcend a mountain nearly 
perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be- 
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Suez and Cairo. The miferable end of thofe who perifhed in this horrid manner, 
fhould redouble our fenfe of our providential efcape. 
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ing ikittifh, or perhaps uneafily laden, fuddenly threw his burden 
from his back, and difordered the whole body. My tranks pitched 
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom; and I am in- 
debted to good luck, that they were not broktn to pieces. ‘The 
contents which fuch an accident would have publithed to the rob- 
bers, might have awakened the {pirit of .rapine which lay dor- 
mant within them, und tended to difturb the prefént harmony 
which fubfitts between us. Ibrahim’was fent down to replace 
the baggage, and found.éne of the robbers ‘very kindly affifting 
the driver in that office. 'We were rear an hour leading our ca- 
mels from one afcent to another, before we conquered ‘the fum- 
mit; and for three hours rode over a plain, where neither fhrub 
nor bufh was to be feen. ‘Af ten’ o'clock we defcended into a val- 
ley, where we halted to breakfaft. In this valley, we found plenty 
of provender for out cattle: Rofemary bufhes, and other fhrubs 
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the defart, are 
ftill, perhaps, without a name. Though thefe feented plants are 
the ufual food of the camel, it is remarkable, that his breath ‘is 
infufferably naufeous. But when he is pufhed by hunger, he de- 
vours thiftles and prickles indifcrimineately, without the leaft da- 
mage to his mouth, which feems proof to the fharpeft thorns. The 
laft ftage was four howtrs, or ten miles, 

At half paft eleven we mounted agwit, and traverfed the 
valley for an hour and upwards, when we' climbéd ‘the’ moun- 
tains once more, by a9-natrow. and: caggy paths as hima feet 
‘everetrod. As we overlooked the pretlphivs belle at; ¥ difco- 
vered feveral channels apparently worsi with witer, ‘ied aim cori. 
vinced in my own mind, from chefé and other’ figns,' that’ either 
the Nile formerly branched into thie Geert, or rivers-rati herd 
whofe fprings are now choaked up. ‘‘ Dumb are their channels 
‘and their fountains dry.” The very neighborhood of the Nile 
has undergone one of the unaccountable viciflitudes of fublu- 
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nary things: and the population of Upper Egypt has fhrunk 
to the narrow compafs of the river, which waters her extenfive 
domain ! : 

The band of robbers keep in our rear, and have hitherto 
halted at an agreeable diftance from us. This conduct we ap- 
prove of much, as their mixing with our fimple fervants might 
be produétive of difcoverics, not to our advantage. At half pait 
four, we entered a valley, where we dined laxurioufly in the 
fhade. We are much farprized to find that our bifcuit runs 
fhort. This will foon oblige us to mefs with the Arabs, and to 
ean. of their flour cakes baked in the afhes, But while we 
keep our healths, we fhall {carcely complain of our food, what- 
ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, is the perfon 
on whom we muft depend for the manufaéturing thefe cakes. 
He is,a droll, who plays a thoufand antic tricks to divert the 
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave 
than fool about him. Ibrahim was always too indolent, to ad- 
nvinifter to our wanteof this kind. And as to Abdul Ruffar, he 
has been of little or no fervice to us, fince the leap he made 
for hia life at the houfe of Mahomet. He has been long reco- 
vered of hig bruifes, but they feem to have cooled his zeal for 
our interefts. The laft ftage was five hours,.or twelve miles 
and an half. At eight o’clack we moved on with the benefit 
of a fine moon, and kept winding through the valley until half 
paft eleven, when we fopped, at the foot of an high hill 
for the remainder of the night. The laft ftage was three hours 
and aa half, or nine miles; and we are by computation one 
hundred. and ten miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe toeday has 
been $0. the ealkward of narth, 
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THURSDAY, itth Serramsper. 


We decamped in fuch hafte this morning, that we were dif. 
appointed of our coffee, and: marched away with empty {tomacha, 
We led the camels up the hill befose us, and for two: hours 
pafied over fuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not 
pretend to mount our beafts. At eight o’clock, we began to 
defcend into a deep valley, by one.of the moft dangerous roads 
we had yet beheld. On cach fide of us were perpendicular 
fteeps, fome hundred fathoms deep. But the travellet’s atta:- 
tion feems to be purpofely diverted from the danger, by the 
magnificent objects which furround him. Here he fees pointed 
heaps of the brighteft cryftal, that dazzle the eye with their 
glittering luftre: while ever and anon above his head, tre- 
mendous to behold! columns of the fineft granite, rent from the 
mountain, feem ready to bury him beneath their tottering 
weight. On every part is fuch a wild confufion of hangihg 
precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chafms, that we might 
well cry out with, the poct “ Chaos is.come again.” Whoever 
can tread thefe rude retreats, without being {truck with the fab- 
limeft ideas of that Almighty Providence, who prefides as well 
amid the gloom and. filence of the defart,.as in the noe and 
gaiety of the city, muft be as dead ta the emotions of fancy 
as to a fenfe of devotion. Yes, omnipotent Father | to theo we 
trug for our deliverance from the penis that furrownd us. ft 
was through this wildernefs thou didit tead thy-chofen people. 
It was here thou. didft manifedt thy’ final protaction,-in fnatch- 
ing them from the jaws of deftruction which ‘opencd npon every 
fide. Though lefs deferving of thy regard, we defpair not of a 
‘profperous, iffue to our wanderings: and in the hope of thy fup- 
port, we look with indifference on what may befal us ! 

7 At 
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At mine o'clock we afcended a gentle acclivity, where we 
mounted our camels, and rode over level ground until half 
pak ten, when we halted among fomte fhrubs, to feed our beatts 
and to breakfaft. The aft ftage was four hours and an half, or 
cleven milés. 

At half paft eleven we refumed our journey, which fill 
Jay upon a plain. As we went along, Wwe ftatted two or three 
deer, which were the firft living creatures we had met apon 
thefe heights. At two o'clock we came fuddenly upon a dreadful 
chafm in the road, which appears to have been the effect of an 
earthquake. It is about three hundred yards long, one hundred 
yards wide, and as many deep; and what is the curiofity, in 
the middle of the gulph a fingle column of {tone raifes its head 
to the furface of the earth. The rudenefs of the work, and the 
aftonifhing length of the ftone, announce it to be a ‘ /u/hs na- 
ture, though the robbers declared to us, that bencath the co- 
lumn there lies a prodigious fum of money ; and added, with a 
grave face, they have a tradition, that none but a Chriftian’s hand 
can remove the ftone to come at it. We could hardly keep our 
countenance at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which 
would have been worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this 
gulph, which is called Somah; and leaving it behind us, we 
entered a valley where we found a very craggy road. We con« 
tmued our cottefe throwgh this valley until half paft five 
o'clock, when we halted under the fhade ofan hill to dine. The 
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen: miles; and a very fatiguing — 
one it proved, during the hotreft part of the day. The robbers 
kept nearer'toe us than ufual, and encamped on the fame: ground. 
Here: our’ Arabs ‘diverted themfeives with fhooting at a mark, 
at which-they are very dextrous. It is néceffary for them, how- 
ever, to. reft their pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath 
our.markimen in. fair footing. The example of our peopi¢ 
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animated thofe in the other quarter: and there was nothing 
heard but the report of fire-arms, during our ftay here. The 
robbers were much delighted with a mufketoon belonging to us, 
whofe execution upon the rocks was more terrible, and whofe 
report more loud, than they had any conception of. They’ re- 
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock miffes fire more fre- 
quently than a fufee, although the former has a match in liew 
of a flint. 

At eight o’clock we mounted again, and refumed our courfe 
through the valley by moon-light, until half paft ten, when 
we topped to take our repofe. The laf flage was two hours 
and an half, or fix miles; and by our reckoning, we are one 
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to- 
day has been N. by E. and N. by W. 


FRIDAY, 12th Sepremser. 


We did not begin our march before half paft fix o'clock 
this morning, by which time we had broken our faft with a dith 
of coffee, We dire&ted our courfe to the weltward, to gain on 
the river; as this is the fourth day fince we filled our water- 
fkins, which make but a light appearance at prefent. We foon . 
entered upon a very extenfive plain, feattered over with a va- 
riety of odorifcrous fhrabs, and bounded on all fides by lofty 
mountains, whofe tops were loft in the clouds, After the 
heights we have paffed, it is no pleafing profpe& to behold new 
difficulties to conquer. But alas! fatigues feem daily to multi- 
ply upon us. ** Hills peep o'er’ hills, and Alps on Alps arife.” 
--As we went along we perceived the frei tracks of numbers of 
deer, which we fappofe had taken tothe hills on our 
The nearer we go to the Nile,‘ the tefs fterile is the face of the 
country. The ioil in many places is mixed with cley, and feems 
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capable of cultivation. At half paft eight o'clock we halted in a {pa- 
cious opening between the mountains, which Icads due weft to 
the river. Here the Arabs tell us we muft remain, while the ca- 
mels fetch water from the Nile, which is about twenty miles 
diftant. As the war ftill rages there, they do not think it pru- 
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have cncamp- 
ed by us, and difpatched their camels on the fame errand. This 
delay will prolong our journey a day at leaft, and confequently 
the time we are to fpend with thefe honeft fellows. They are, 
however, on their good behavior with us; and as long as they 
keep their word with our conductor, we are bound to {peak well 
of them, whatever may be their general character and piofeffion. 
We fhould have {pent a difagreeable day here, had we not fixed up 
fuch a tent as we contrived at our firft ftage from Ghinnah, to 
fhelter us from the fun, But there was no ftanding within it, 
nor any mode of entrance but upon our knees. This inconve- 
nience, however, is not to be mentioned, among others which 
we have long fuftained. “ Chairs and tables we have been utter 
ftrangers to for fome months; and it is no longer awkward to 
us to feed ourfelves with our fingers. 

While we waited for the return of our camels, we were alarmed 
about noon by the report of two cannon. It came from the river, 
and we began to apprehend that there might be troubles in our 
neighborhood. Remote,as we were from the fcene of the difpute, 
the fight of our camels might occafion an enquiry from either 
party, which might end in the difcovery of our retreat, Thele re- . 
flections were not of a very confolatory nature; nor did our fitu- 
ation call for foreign evils, to render it lefs enviable. But we were 
not otherwife difturbed, than in our imaginations. Every thing 
remained quiet during the day ; and though the Arabs, as well as 
our fervants, repeatedly declared, that they heard the firing of. 
more cannon, we imputed it to fancy or fear, and attended very 
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pitiently to the iffue. We were indeed engaged in another mat- 
ter, which at firft had a ferious countenance. We found that our 
coffee and fugar was expended, and that the camel-drivers weic 
in want of more ghee, notwithftanding the large.ftock which we 
laid in of thefe articles. Now it was that we hecame fenfible, of 
fomc of the good effeéts of the company of the robbers. What 
we fhould have fought for in vain in their abfence, their captain 
has fupplied us with, at half the prices which fuch articles bear at 
Cchinnah. Hadgce Uttalah has fettled with him for the amount, 
which we are to repay at Cairo. In truth, the confcience of this 
robber is no lefs wonderful than his manners. He is eafy of ac- 
cefs, and yet carries a proper command over his party; and by his 
own example teaches them to be civil, and even obliging to us. 
We would willingly make him a fuitable acknowledgment for 
this behavior, but do not think it fafe to produce money, or to 
depart in the leaft from our profeffions ef poverty. It was with 
the greateft pleafure imaginable, that I could oblige him in a 
trifling point: with a couple of razors, which he faw in my fer- 
vant’s hands, and expreffed a defire for. 

As the night advanced, our anxiety for the fate of our camels 
encreafed. They did not return before eleven o'clock, and were 
abfent upwards of fourteen hours. They went to an unfrequent- 
ed inlet of the river, but faw a countryman, who informed the 
drivers, that I{maul Beg had repulfed the gallies of Ibrahim Beg, 
and difperfed his forces upon the banks of the Nile. We are pro- 
bably indebted to the horrors of the defart, that we have not en- 
countered any of the fugitives, who, to fhun famine here, have 
chofen a route more formidable in point of human perfecutions. 
This place, we underftand, is nearly oppofite to the town of Suadi, 
on the Nile; and as our ftage to-day was but two haurs, or five 
miles, we are, by our calcolation, 149 miles from Ghinnah. 
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SATURDAY, 13th SepremBer. 


At half paft fix this morning we left our ground, and travelled 
over a plain until’nine o'clock, when we entered a broad valley, 
and at ten halted among fome bufhes to breakfaft. We now began 
to be in the fame mefs with the Arabs. Our own bifcuit was out ; 
but it was with no indifferent ftomachs that we partook of their un- 
leavened bread. This is made of flour to be fure, but flour in the 
coarfeft ftate: and what with the making and baking, the reader 
may conceive that the bread is of a tolerable blacknefs, before it 
comes to our hands. We moiften this food with ghee, and crown 
the repaft with a dith of coffee, and adraught of water. I declare, 
for my own part, that I never enjoyed one, at any period of my 
life, with a better relifh. So beneficial are exercifé and fubriety 
to the health! and fo fuccefsful is neceffity in overcoming the force 
of habit! I may fpeak cqnfidently on the former heads, in regard 
to*myfelf ; as my conftitution is none of the ftrongeft, and I have 
been ever fubject to head-achs, and nervous complaints. But 
none of our company bear the fatigues of the journcy better than 
myfelf; or have been bleft with a greater fhare of health during 
our refidence in thefe parts. The humour in my eyes was but an 
external diforder; and, thanks to our condu¢tor, did not much 
trouble me after the application he made to them. The laft ftage 
was three hours and an half, or nine miles. 

At eleven o'clock we mounted again, and purfued our rdute 
through the valley, which is pretty thickly covered with fhrubs. 
Nothing i$ fo difagreeable as to go for any length of way through 
a plate of this kind. The poor camels will ftop at every buth to 
fatisfy their hunger; and, did humanity admit of depriving them 
of this fcanty farisfaction, neither wotds nor blows could induce 
them to mend their pace. At one o'clock we gained, by a gentle 
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afcent, upon a plain, ftony and bare of verdure. We left the hill 
in our rear, and toiled onwards over the barren flat in an hot fun 
until four o’clock, when we entered a valley ftored with rofemary 
and other fcented bufhes. We winded throtgh it until half paft 
four, when we halted to refrefh ourfelves and cattle. It muft be 
obferved, that we found no fhelter from the fun at either of our 
halting-places to-day, which has rendered it the moft irkfome one 
during this journey. The laft ftage was five hours and an half, 
or fourteen miles. 

At cight o’clock we moved on with a fine moon. The night 
was very fharp and cold, though I faced it without putting on 
any additional covering. The Arabs wrapped themfelves up in 
their cloaks ; and, with the affiftance of their pipes, contrived to 
baffle the piercing wind, which is by no means agreeable to their 
feelings, Each man is provided with. a flint and piece of 
fteel. To the fteel a bit of leather is affixed, which takes fire on 
the firft ftroke, and is ready to light his matchlock or pipe. An 
unlucky accident had like to have befallen Mr. Hammond, from 
the ufe of thefe flints. A fpark of fire fell unknowingly upon the 
leather-bag which contained his ammunition ; and had he not by 
chance perceived the fmoke iffuing from it, in a few minutes it is 
probable he would have felt the fevere effects of the explofion. 
This alarm occafioned us to change our pofition, and we kept to 
the windward of the Arabs during the-reft of the march. Our 
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would 
be hext to an impoffibility to find the way over thefe ftony flats, 
where the heavy foot of a camel leaves no impreffion, the different 
bands of robbers have heaped up ftones at unequal diftances, for 
‘their direction through this defart. We have derived great affiftance 
from the robbers in this refpeét, who are our guides when the 
marks either fail, or are uttintelligible to us. If it be confidered, 
that this road to Cairo is feldemor never trodden, it is no wonder 
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that our Arabs are frequently at a lofs for the courfe. We are 
but the third, and, perhaps, may be the laft company of travel- 
lers, who have ventured to go by this route, fince the diiturbances 
have arifen upon the Nile. Our little Turk at Ghinnah was pat- 
ticularly ‘averfe to it ; and though both his perfon and meichandize 
would in all probability have enjoyed the fame prote¢ction as our- 
felves, we are well enough pleafed that he did not encounter the 
trial. The truth of it is, the Turks are very tyrannical mafteis, 
and the Arabs feize every opportunity to repay thcir obligations 
in kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take our repofe in the 
open plain; and fenced ourfelves from the cold wind as well as 
we could, with our baggage. The laft ftage was four hours, or 
ten miles; and, by our reckoning, we are 180 miles from Ghin- 
nah. Our courfe to-day has been N. E. and during the fatter 
part due N. 


SUNDAY, 14th SerremBer. 


We decamped at half paft fix o’clock this morning, and pur- 
fued our courfe over a level country. The river, we are told, 
runs within ten or twelve miles of us; but we dare not approach 
it, whatever attractions it may poffefs. On the road we paffed 
the fkeleton of acamel, which now and then happens in the de- 
fart. Thefe are poor creatures that have perifhed with fatigue ; 
for thofe which are killed for the fuftenance of the Arabs, are car- 
ried away, bones and al] together. Of the hides are made the 
foles of the flippers which are worn in Egypt, without any drefs- 
ing, but what the fun can give them. The circumftances of this 
animal's death, when his ftrength fails him on the road, have 
Something in them affecting to humanity. Such are his patience 
and perfeverance, that he purfues his journey without flagging, as 
long as he has power to fupport its weight; and fuch are his 
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fortitude and fpirit, that he will never give out, until nature finks 
beneath the complicated gavhich prefs upon him. Then, and 
then only, will hqgitfign his burden and his body to the ground. 
Nor ftripes, nor careffes, nor food, nor reft,- will.make him rife 
again! His vigor is exhaufted, and life ebbs owt apace [—~This 
the Arabs are very fenfible of, and kindly plunge a-fword into the 
breaft of the dying beaft, to fhorten his pangs. Even the Arab 
fcels remorfe when he commits this deed: his hardened heart is 
moved at the lofs of a faithful fervant !—Peace then to thy re- 
mains, unhappy fon of want and woe! May no rude wind dif- 
turb thy bones, no impious hand remove them from the reach of 
paffing eyes! At. fight of them the traveller hall drop a pitying 
tear, Thy force! thy gentlenefs! thy giant form! thy toiling 
days! thy haplefs end! fhall refh upon his mind, and loudly 
claim this tranfient tribute! So may he hope to pafs fecure the 
horrors of the wafte—fo may the beaft which he beftrides, efcape 
thy fate ! 

At ten o’clack we halted in the fun to breakfaft, among fomé 
thiftles, which is all that the plain affords our poor camels. 
The foil here is gravel, intermixed with chalk and ftone. The lat 
{tage was three hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we 
refumed our march, over one of the moft extenfive plains in the 
univer(e. ,Not a hill, nota tree appears; and the eye, as on the 
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The fun here was very 
powerful; and the wind blowing over the chalky foil, proved 
more troublefome and difagreeable, than we have found it on the 
journey. We travelled the whole day without refting, though 
we were obliged to pull in our camels once or twice among fome 
buthes, to refrefh them with a mouthful'of food. At five o'clock 
we approached a range of high mountains, which run weftward 
to the Nile. We ftopped within a league of them, until the cap- 
tain of the robbers and fome of the Arabs pufhed on to furvey the 
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pafs, which is fometimes frequented by their fraternity. We 
moved flowly after them, and at fevenypiglack overtook them under - 
the hills at the entrance of the valley, and Wie hh. appy to find 
there was no appearance of danger. We fheltered ourfelves be- 
shind a thick fpreading buh to fleep, as the noith wind blew pe- 
culiarly cold. Here my fervant difcovered a fnake under his bed, 
which the Arabs tell us is poifonous, But it had no tokens of 
being fo, if I may be allowed to judge from the variety of {nakes 
which I have feen in India. This laborious ttage took us up eight 
hours and an half, or twenty-two miles, fo that we are by our reck- 
oning 212 miles from Ghinnah. Our courte to-day has becn to the 
weltward of N. 







MONDAY, 15th Sepremper. 


We were in motion by fix o'clock this morning, and advanced 
towards the hills, to which we judged we were fo near by the light 
of the moon. But jt was a full hour before we entered the val- 
ley that divides them. Here we found plenty of provender for 
our camels, who get but a meafure of beans per dem each, befides 
the food which they pick up in the way. A flender allowance in- 
deed, for fo large an animal! On all fides we obferved the freth 
flot of deer, and of another creature, which I take to be an elk 
from the fize of the hoof, but which the Arabs call a mountain 
fheep. Thefe mountains are compofed of alabafter, porphyry, 
and granite; large fragments of which are fcattered about, the - 
road, either by the force of a whirlwind, or their fall from an 
immenfe height. It was doubtlefs from this quarter, that the 
antient kings of Egypt furnifhed themfelves with the materials of 
thofe fplendid edifices, whofe remains are yet vifible in the princi- 
pal cities of. this kingdom. Thofe lofty columns which have- 
aftonifhed miunkind at Alexandria and elfewhere, and which have 
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been traniported to Italy at a prodigious expence, were probably 
cut from thefe quarries ; aah vicinity of the Nile afforded fuch 
an eligible conveyghice to the fea. This is, in fact, but a conjec- 
ture; but fuch as a traveller may be allowed to indulge himfelf in, 
were it only to rectify the miftakes of fome very, ingenious wri- 
ters, who have fuppofed all this profufion of marble to have been 
brought from above the cataracts of the Nile, and thence deduce 
the infignificancy of thofe celebrated falls *. But to me the pre- 
mifes appear fo ill-founded, that I cannot admit of the inference; 
though it muft be acknowledged, that accident alone could have 
led a ftranger to the difcovery of a quarry, which is unknown or 
unattended to, by-the natives of the country. We winded through 
this vatley ‘till ten o’clock, when we halted among fome thorn- 
trees to drink coffee, This ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At eleven o'clock we refumed our courfe through the valley, 
which is well ftocked with thorn trees that are large enough to 
throw a fhade. Our noftrils were faluted“with a fine odour, as 
we pafled by the fnowy blofioms that whiten the vale. On the 
road we ftarted an hare, and faw many earths, which this poor 
creature burrows in to defend-her from the heat. The wind was fo 
bleak, that the fun had little or no effect until towards noon, when 
the weather turned very fultry. We journeyed the whole day in this 
valley, which in fome places extends itfelf near a mile in breadth. 
In the afternoon we were alarmed with the frefh tracks of a camel’s 
feet, which make a ftrong impreffion in a foft foil, The Arabs do 

‘not gake them to be more than a day oft, and pronounce a party 
of freebooters to be at hand. No travellers lefe Ghinnah later 
than a week before us; and what bufinefs can bring any but free- 
booters into this wafte, is incomprehenfible to us. Danger feemed 
so ‘be near us, and fcouts were font forward to advertife us of it. 

The 
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The robbers were employed in this office, and by the facility 
with which they traced the fafpicious ggg dt.ap how difficult 
it would be to avoid fuch an expert 9 und could run 
truer upon a écent; mor'do I fuppofe, any hound would be 
ftanncher*to the chacc... We travelled:on, however, without any in- 
terruption, and at fix o'clock halted to dine. We were in need of 
refrefhment, as the laft ftage was feven hours, or feventecn miles 
and an half, But our meat is quite expended, and we were obliged 
to put up with flour, which alfo begins to run fhort, for want, we 
fear, of ceconoffty being obferved among our fervants. By Hadgee 
Uttalah’s firft account, we were to have reached Cairo lat night , 
and now he talks of two or three days more! This miltake muft 
have arifen, not more from the delays we have met. with, than 
from his ignorance of the country. - It behoves us, however, 
to be careful of the little provifion which remains. 

At eight o'clock we refumed our march by the light of the 
moon, and ftill found ourfelves in the valley. At half paft 
ten we halted to take our repofe. The laft ftage was two 
hours and an half, or fix miles, and by our reckoning we are 
246 miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to day, has been dirett- 
ed by the windings of the valley, generally to the caftward 
of N. 


TUESDAY, i6th Serremsrr. 


We decamped at fix o’clock this morning, and prefently qpit- 
ting the valley, which is above thirty miles long, we entered upon 
a plain, over which we travelled far fome time. At nine o'clock 
“we same fuddenly upon a well, which is fituated among fome 
broken ground. The fight of a {pring of water was inexpreflibly 
agreeable to our eyes, which had fo long been ftrangers to fo re: 
frefbing an object. We halted behind the fhade of fome buthe; 
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at @ Tttlé diftence front it, while we breakfafted, and repienifived 
Stir Atins with that precious artick. ‘The left ftaze was three’hours, 
dt fevers miles anit an’ half. 

The mornmg was very cool and pieafant, and we beheld an 
hasy flay, for the firll tithe, T belleve, fince we have beeniin Egypt. 
The heavens aré ufnatly clear and leretic in this upper province, 
Where E cannot ieatn the plague has ever extended, during the pe- 
Hibits of its preateft rage ix Lower Beypt; to which land we are 
tw approaching. Hadgte Uttaiah tells es, that he will certainly 
put us intoa boat on Tharfday morning. Wecannot be any contfi- 
derable Gftancee front the latitude of Cairo, ant have therefore the 
gredter dependentes om this promafe. While we’ were at breakfait 
we received a vilit from ‘the captain of the robbers, who exprefled 
a tiefive to fee a donble-barrelled piece, which he heard was in my 
poficfon. After the honorable treatment which we head received 
from hint, J cédhd not do lefs ther prodisde it: I went further, to: 
preafe him, ard difcharged it, to thew him the nature of its con- 
firuétion. He was much taken with the novelty of the invention; 
and after furveying tt with particvaler marks of fatisfaction and 
aftoniffintient, the sétarned # to my Bands. Finention this circum- 
flanice, to evince’ the exceffive forbearance of this man; whole prow 
feffion is thieving, and to when a fire-arm of this kind muft have 
been # very defirable acquifition. He had not left us many mi- 
nutes, when one of his. followtt's brought es:a prefent of a bag of 
flour, with his mafter’s compliments. He had learnt from our 
‘eondutér, that we wert in want of it; and though’ we did not 
elinfe to" Be unider an oblizktion: to: hint! of ‘this nature; we could 
Hot prevail on him to: accept of any pecuniary’ corifideration for 
#2: Al we could do, was to divide feme tite: we had left, and fend 
the half to the captain, which we had'the pleafure to undeMtand 
proved a new and acceptable food to Rim: This ‘is, , 
abpifidering the neighborhood of the Delta, ' which’ products. sich 
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qwantiting of pices; But we mutt remember, that this rabber hes 
setached himfelf fram-the focicty- of citice, and 2 mot likely. to 
meet: with any but the common grain, in his progrefs twough 
the wakts, 

-We loft the greateft part of the day at this (pring. Though 
our fkins were prefently filled, the camels were yet to drink, and 
we had not baggeined far the time which this -necafary hufi- 
nefs would take up, Ashe camels could aot go te the wall, 
an hole was funk in the casth below the furface of the (pring, 
over which a fin was fpread, to eotain she water which Bowed 
into it. At this but two camels could drink at 9 time, amd it 
was fix hours. befere our camels, which amounted to forty- 
sight Jn all, were watered. Each camel, therefore, by this cal- 
culation, takes a quarter of an hour to quench his enormous 
thir; and to water,a common caravan of ¢00 camels at fuch 
a place as this, would require. two days and two nights. A 
moft wnforefeen and izconceivable delay to an uninformed tra- 
eller ! 

At three o'clock we sefumed our journey, and foon entered a 
dale, the mat fertile we had yet beheld. Here graft, and a dand 
of wild gram, were intermixed with the fragrant dhrubs, and 
afforded a very agreeable change to our cattle, who devoured 
the frefh blade with unwfual grecdinels. The banke on each 
fide of us, were green.and floping, and the {oil black and a&. 
From thefe ciscumftances, and the courfe of the dale, whach 
winds N. W, towards the Nile, I take it to have been, fare 
mer)y a branch of that river, but which has been Jong choaked 
up, except. in uncommon inumigtions. -As we went along, we 
ftarted foveral .bares, and fprang.a brace or two of quail; bat 
we@ye net provided with fhet to bring them down. At thre 
quarters paft foven we halted under the bank of the dale, to take 
our repole, The lak, fage. was fous. boum and three querer, 
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or twelve miles; fo that by our reckoning we are 266 miles 
from Ghinnah.. ‘Our courle to-day was N. by W. ‘and 
N. Ww. 


WEDNESDAY, t7th Szrrzmsre. 


We were mounted before five o'clock this morning, and mif- 
fing one of our camels, which had ftrayed, we were obliged to 
divide his burden among the:reft, and to leave a man behind ws to 
look for him. We foon quitted the dale, and afcended the high 
ground by the fide of a mountain, that overlooks it in this part. 
The path was riarrow and perpendicular, and‘ much refembled 
a ladder. To make it worfe, we preceded the robbers ; and an 
ignorant guide among our own people'led’ us aftray. Here we 
found .ourfelves. in a pretty fituation | We had kept the lower 
toad on the: fide of the hill, inftead of: that towards the fummit, 
until we could proceed no further. We were now obliged to 
gain the heights, in order to recover the road; in performing 
which, we drove our poor caméls up fuch fleeps, as we had the 
greatelt difficulty. to climb: after them: We were under the 
neceffity of leaving them to themielves; as the danger of lead- 
ing them through places, where the leaft falfe fhep. would have 
precipitated both man and beaft to the unfethomatile abyfs 
below, was too. critical-to harand:. We: ‘hit-at leagth-upon the 
proper path, and were glad to finid ourfehves: inthe tear of our 
‘unessing guides, the robbers, after having won every foot of the 
‘ground with seal. peril and fatigue. In‘the valley bencath us, 
we pafled by a fountain of fing water. ‘Ht gified “from a rovk, 
and. threw itfelf with fouse vialence intG'te'Bafon; witch i s Had 
hollowed for itfelf below. Wetted id ‘oveafion fot | 
fepply ; but could not help dngering a’ few minutes to'aldia 
a fight, fo pretty in itself, and fo bewitching to*obr a aii 
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fad of late been ftrangeérs to bubbling founts and limpid ftreants: 
#t feven o'clock we reached’ the fummit of the mountain) and 
travelled until half paft ten, over a continued region of hills and 
Wales. This aftonifhing jumble! this continued afcent! re- 
calls to the traveller’s mind the fabled battle of the giants, who, 
in warring with the gods, heaped’ hills on hills to fcale the ca- 
nopy of’ heaven. They dre rude, craggy, and barren, and the 
tracks over them hardly’ paffable. In the bottoms the foil is 
generally clay, and fo moift, as to denote our vicinity to the 
Nile, which at this feafon floods the country around! At fome 
openings to our left we once more beheld this noble river—bes 
held him after a long abfence, fweeping his majeftic courfe bes 
tween the towering mountains. We plainly difcerned the tops 
of thofe to the weftward of his ftream; and it feemed as if he 
had here fcooped a channel for his rapid’ waters out of the 
folid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at eleven 
o'clock halted among fome fhrubs, to refrefh ourfelves and cattle. 
Here our Arab overtook us with the miffing camel. The cir- 
cumftance of his wandering is very uncommon. The camel is 
the moft ftaid of all creatures, and remains by ‘the baggage dur- 
ing the night without being picketed. The luft ftage was fix 
hours, or fifteen miles. 

At half paft eleven we refumed our march, and foon came to 
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpectedly found we 
were to afcend. It was pérpéndicular, like the one which we 
lad paffed fome hours before; but what rendered the accefs rhore 
difficult, the path. which we were to tread, was nearly right up 
and niall “The captain of thevrebbers, feeing the abttacles we 
had'ggioverteme; ‘wifely fent all his camels round the mountain, 

freee kerrew there was a defile, and only accompanied us with 
thé béatthe tod, We luckity met with no accident in climbing’ 
thid: height; which’ otr'people tell! ws, is the aft we fhall en. 
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copter. We journeyed over the top until ane o'clock, when 
we deftended into a valley by a paflage eafy enough. Here we 
were furpiifed with the fight of a man anda camel, who were 
half-concealed by a fpreading buh. Our fervants were firft, and 
gave the alarm; upon which the captain of the robbérs pufhed 
on his camel at its utmoft fpeed, regardlefs of danger, and me- 
ditating, perhaps, the feizure of fome booty. Our Arabs follow- 
ed him, and prefently furrounded the man. My companions 
and mylelf hafted after. Our fituation was difficult on fuch an 
occafion ; but we had already determined on the part we were to 
take, fhould the diftrefs of a fellow-creature claim our protec- 
tion. We were bound by the tics of honor, to obferve a ftri& nev- 
trality towards the robbers, except when they infringed the rights 
of human natuie in our prefence. Happily for us all, the man 
in gueflion was no fubject for their depredations. We foon 
came up to him, and found he was a courier, who left Cairo but 
yefterday, and is proceeding with letters to fome town on the 
river. Ie is known to the robber, or it feems that he would not 
have ventured through the defart. He tells us that all is quiet 
again at Cairo. . This news, and the certain vicinity of the city, 
have put us all into good fpirits. The arduous enterprife is nearly 
accomplithed, and the palm of fuccefs is at hand! 

We left the principal Arabs to entertain the ftranger with 
coffee, and toiled through the valley until half paft five o'clock, 
when we halted to dine. We were now joined by thofe Arabs, 
an@ prefently after by the reft of the robbers, who had made an 

aftonifhing march to overtake us. ‘This ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. After a light refrefament of bread, we moved on 
at feven with the moon, which was now at full, and afforded us 
a Clear light to march over an hilly region until twelve 
‘when we fpread our beds under a bank, to-fnatch a fhort re 
The Arabs tell us we muft be ftirving before day-break, which, 
added 
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added to our march to-day, pronounces theth to be anxious to 
finifh our toilfome journey. This place is but a thort diftance 
from the river. The laft ftage was five hours, or twelve miles, 
and by our reckoning, we are now 308 miles from Ghinnah. 
Our courte to-day has been N. W. and W. 


THURSDAY, 18th Sepremsper. 


We were toufed before four o'clock this morning, that we 
might get early to the town where we are to take boat. With- 
out our ufual allowance of coffee, we marched off directly for the 
river, to water our camels. The camel is as ready to drink often 
as ary other animal, notwithftanding the large quantity of liquid 
which his ftomach can contain. He is the only animal, 
who ruminates—if I may foterm it--his drink as he journeys 
along; and is no more oppreffed by it, than is the ox with his 
eud, which he chews at his leifure. We di@ not lofe much time 
at the river, which we were overjoyed to review. Hence we di- 
rected our march to the northward, along the banks of the moft 
delightful river in the world. By the late floods it is, in fome 
parts, double its original breadth, and rufhes with a noify rapi- 
dity to the main. The defart here ftretches itfelf to the very 
banks, whieh appear infinitely more verdant by the comparifon. 
In our way we paffed by a village to our left, called Vel Hadie, 
and at feven o’elock halted at the town of Ifcour, where we ex- 
pedted to find a boat. But our expectations were vain ; although: 
Hadgee Uttalah went himfelf to the houfe of the principal of- 
ficer, to obtain an order for one. While we remained here, I. 
afcended an eminence without the town, and was prefented with 
the mat romantic profpect that imagination ean portray. The 
Wide had now ferrounded 2 long flip of land, which appeared to. 


be in the midft of his ftream, and difplayed a bed of diverfified 
9 green. 
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green. A large wéod towered its head on this ifland, and alto- 
gether formed a ftriking contraft to the ruflet mountains, which 
overlook his weftern fhores. About a mile from this charming 
yetreat, buried in the defart from common obfervation, the rob- 
bers have their refidence. They attended us thus far, .and then 
retuned to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the 
road, as the dwellings of their families. Theiv departure was 
fecret, or as we call it, was a French leave. Hadgee Uttalah 
infinuates, that their captain took this ftep, in order to fhew his 
difintereftcdnefs, and to fave us the pain of being obliged to dif- 
mifs him, without a prefent. If this infinuation be juft—and we 
have no reafon to doubt it—there was a modefty in this procedure, 
which would have done credit to a man of the moft liberal educa- 
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of thefe robbers has been {fo 
extraordinary, and the adventure itfelf is of fo novel a calt, that 
the reader would f{carcely excufe me for parting with them, with- 
out making fome obgrvations on the fubject. 

Of all the differerit tribes of Arabiaris,which we have met 
with, thefe tenants of the defart alone, have afforded us un- 
quefhionable proofs of tae: and honor. We had fought 
for thefe virtues in the Courts of princes, and found them in the 
uncultivated wafte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no vain 
diftinctions of religion give rife to defpicable perfecutions, If 
the {word be drawn, it is never wanton in its execution, and ftill 
refpects the laws of friendfhip and faith. Like the favage in- 
mates of the wild, thefe robbers rove through habit, and are 
‘only rapacious when urged by ftrong neceffity. Man is their 
foe, more than they are the foe of man. But to thefe robbers 
alone this refieftion will, perhaps, hold. Banifhed without cane 
from fociety, by the remiffnefs of the laws, and influenced by 
education to think lightly of their trefpaffes, why fhould we: 
rearvel to hear of people in this profeflion, whofe morals and. 

5 manners 
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manners would not difgrace a city? This pofition is at leaft evi- 
dent.—By the ftric&t connection between them, and ihe frequent 
trial to which their fidelity is put, they have formed a characte: 
among themfelves, which is unknown to the reft of their coun. 
trymen. “A charaéter, which has excited this involuntary tri- 
bute of praife from a ftranger ; and which is, indecd, worthy of 4 
better fate ! 

The laft ftage was three hours, or feven miles. At ten o'clock 
we left Ifcour, amd profecuted our journey along the banks of 
the Nile. We met with no villages for fome miles. At one 
o'clock we faw the pyramids very diftinctly, lying to the weit- 
ward of the river. Thefe we had obferved from Hcour, though 
forty miles diftant from them ; but from their magnitude, con- 
ceived them to have been hills of ftone. We now weie afcer- 
tained of our approach to Cairo; and on my afking our con- 
duétor the ufe of thofe ftructures, he told ys fo many fables of 
their origin and riches, as afforded us ample entertainment 
oh the road. Not that the dreams of fuperftition withdrew our 
attention, from the reality of the vifion which delighted our eyes. 
We were ftruck with awe, in contemplating thefe amazing mo- 
numents of antiquity. Every thing confpired to touch the tra- 
veller’s mind with the fublimeft ideas. ‘fhe rude grandeur of 
the ftupendous mountains behind the pyramids ; the aftonifhing 
height of the pyramids themfelves, which appear to rival the 
works of nature; the breadth and rapidity of the river which 
runs beneath them, fo renowned in fong, and fo fertile of tun- ’ 
common productions, united to raife a picture worthy of a 
Brooke's * pencil to defcribe. Nor did I confider an herd of ca- 
mels, that were browfing on our fide of the river, as a {inall 
addition to the magnificence of the profpect, which was com- 
pofed of the moft gigantic objects in nature! In this maich 


‘* An eminent painter of Ireland, whofe talents in his profeffion promif: to illu- 
avine the rifing glory of his country. 
Vu two 


[ 330 ] 


two of our camels were fo far jaded, as to reduce us to 
diftiibute what little burdens remained to them among the reft, 
and to leave them at a village on the road. It was now; that 
we acknowledged the prudence of bringing the additional camels. 
We no longer afciibed the meafure to any felfith views; and 
wholly acquitted the Arabs of a defign to deceive us; as the dif- 
ficulties in this mountainous journcy were fufficient to break the 
heart of a camel itfelf. At five in the evening, we arrived at 
Tinnah, a town almoft oppofite the pyramids, where we pre- 
fently procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which is but twelve 
miles diftant. The laft ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles ; 
fo that our journey over the defart, from Ghinnah to this place, 
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles. 

Tinnah is a fmall but pleafant town, and ftands upon the re- 
aie fite of antient Babylon. There are no veftiges, however, of 

hat fplendid city ; nor any ruins here fave thofe of modern edi- 
ns The houles ar€ prettily fhaded with trees, and the envi- 
rons hid out in fields of grain. It is cafy to account for the ex- 
tinGtion of antient 1uins in a peopled place ; but how are we to 
explain this extinction ig a defart, except we recur to the hurri- 
canes of fand in which they may be buried, or rather doubt their 
exiftence at once? We met with many fpots in the defart, fit 
enough for cultivation ; but not a ruin of any kind, to denote 
the habitations of men. It is probable, therefore, that the geo- 
graphers of old wrote without adequate information on the fub- 
ject ; and have given cities and tribes to a wafte, which has been 
defolate fince the creation of the world *. 

While we fupped upon our remaining rice, we were fur- 
rounded with crouds of people, who beheld us with curiofity,. 
and Iearnt our adventures from the Arabs with furprize. At 

nine 

* They have even exceeded thofe whom Swift ridicules— 


‘© Who o’er unhabitable downs, 
Place clephants for want of towns.” 
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nine o'clock we joyfully embarked for Cairo. Befides ourfelves 
and our domeftics, Hadgee Uttalah and the camel-owners ac- 
companied us in the boat. By them we promifed to gratify the 
drivers, who were forry’enough to leave us. The moon was jut 
rifen, and without fail or oar, we fell down brifkly with the cur- 
rent. Every thing worg a placid afpect, and feemed ominous of 
the ftate of the capital. We pafled by many villages, which ap- 
peared very picturefque by the pale light of the moon, and at 
midnight anchored on the weftern bank oppofite Cairo, to take a 
fhoit repofe. 


FRIDAY, roth SepremsBer. 


About two this morning we weighed, and {tood into the khalis 
or channel, which runs from the river into the city. ‘This chan- 
nel is of a confiderable breadth, and was lined on each fide with 
trading veffels and pleafure-boats; which difplayed convincing 
tokens of the commerce and wealth of the capital of Ugypt. The 
ftrength of the current is here encreafed, and the boatmen exerted 
no little fkillin fteering through the grove of mafts, which rote like 
a wood around us. The fhores on either@and of us, were adorned 
with gardens and fummer-houfes; the devs which fell thickly 
upon our heads, were impregnated with the fragrance of the paff- 
ing gale, which ‘ whifpered whence it ftole the balny fpoil.’ 
Our minds were now divefted of the perturbation which had fo 
long poflefled them, and were fitted to admit the charming fcence. 
It feemed to be the effeét of fuch enchantment, as Armida is sal to” 
have exhibited to regain the affections of her lover. Exewhile we 
wandered, like Rinaldo, through gloomy vales and dicary waftes : 
And now, are fuddenly tranfported to the clyfium he found—to 
ftately palaces and vernal lands. We went under the ftern of a 
Turkith frigate, which was galley-built and cartied about twenty. 

Uu2 brafs 
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brafs guns. She was probably ftationed here, to protect the chan- 

nel during the late troubles; but from the bad look-out which 
the Turkith failors keep, it would be no difficult matter for an 
enemy to have furprized her in the night. 

At three o'clock we arrived at Old Cairo, and after dreffing 
ourfelves in our beft Turkith cloaths, we. landed our baggage é on 
the wharf, and difcharged our boat. We were to remain here until 
day-break, and my companions and I diverted ourfelves in exa- 
mining the place. In ftraying about, I came to a garden fur- 
rounded by a lofty wall. On one fide of it there was a latticed 
window, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices 
were entwined with a fpreading vine, whofe grapes hung in cluf- 
ters without. As I was admiring the fruit by the doubtful light 
of the moon, the found of a guittar fuddenly ftruck my ears. It 
iffued from the window, and was at times accompanied by a female 
Voice. ‘I was too far removed from the performer, to reap the ex- 
cellence of her kill; but the novelty of the adventure, and the 
plaintivenefs of the tunc, kept me fixed, as it were, to the fpot. 
The window was infinitely too high to be fcaled without a ladder, 
or my cur iofity to behold a daméel, whom my -imagination had 
pitured out in all the faces of beauty and youth, might have 
led ne into a ferape. 1 was now called away by the Arabs to de~ 
part. They preffed us much to fend for afles, a ftand of which 
was in the neighborhood, as we should find ourfelves much tired 
by the walk to the Engtifh factory. Our pride was ftartled at this 
propofition ; and we perfifted in our refolution to go.on foot, te 
‘the great aftonifhment of the Arabs, who made no allowance for 
our ignorance of the caftoms here. “We fet out accordingly at 
dawn of day, and left-all our ferv: 13 but. Ibrahim, to ftay bythe 
baggage, until we fent camels for.it, . We found, the road nono of 
the beft, and after going for near. amile, along a dead wall that | 
fkirts the channel we had come up, we. entered, the new city,at 2 

| little 


{ 333 ] 


little paft fix o'clock. The ftreets began now to be filled with 
people, and the fhops difplayed their various commodities for fale. 
The favor of the hot bread had fuch an cffe€t upon our noftrils, 
that fhame alone deterred us from {topping in the ftreet, to break 
our fafts with fuch a new and delicious morfel. In fpite of our dif- 
guife, we were immediately known to be foreigners ; and the croud 
repeatedly expreffed tokens of furprize, which our Arabs told us, 
arofe from fceing us on foot. To obviate this impertinence, we 
enquired if we could not proceed by water. A canal was near 
us, and the Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking barge, 
which took us on board. We were now fheltered from the fun, 
which was waxing warm, and were fhoved along-at an eafy rate, 
between the rows of lofty buildings that face the canal. Behind 
the lattices on either fide we difcovered women, in the Greck and 
Turkifh habits; and one in particular, of uncommon beauty, 
who came to the window to tafte of the morning air. Before fe- 
ven o'clock we landed in a line with a quarter, called the Fils 
Moofky, where the feveral European factories are fituated, and in a 
few minutes reached Mr. Baldwin’s houf¢, of whom fuch frequent 
mention has been made in this work. Thoygh 4 perfect ftranger to 
our perfons, we were received with great cordiality by this gentle- 
man. Notwithftanding the many letters which we had addreffed 
to him, our ftory was only communicated to him yelterday, and 
that by the Indian Fakeer,’ ‘wha delivered our letter fafel y, after a 
thoufand difficulties. He was forty-five days on his paffage; had 
been taken prifoner repeatedly, by each of the contending partigs; - 
and efcaped detention, on account of his poverty and vocation. 

We were glad to find this faithful fellow had received his pro- 
mifed rewatd, and withed to repeat our thanks to him. 

Mr. Baldwit riew congratulated us on our arrival, which he 
utterly defpaired of, as foon as he learnt our condition, He was fo - 
confiderate‘as‘to apply laft night to the bey of Cairo, fora letter ta 
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the Shaik Ul Arab‘for our releafe ; and to order one of his fer- 
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had taken thefe prelimi- 
nary fteps ; but owned that he was doubtful of their fuccefs, when 
he confidered our remote fituation, and: the troubles which agi- 
tated the country. He was equally charmed with ourfelves, with 
the behavior of Ifman Abu Ally; and propofes to acknowledge 
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This 
he fignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his companions in the Ara- 
bian language, which he {peaks very fluently ; and defired them 
to call for our letters and prefents, when they had finifhed ticir 
bufinefs 1n this city. 

Now we bade adieu to all anxiety and care, Our troubles ap- 
peared to be at an end, and we were only ftudious to confole our- 
felves for the lofs of fociety, which we had fo long endured. 
Peace was reftoreu to Cairo; and the operations of war removed 
to the’ parts we had come from; whither Ibrahim Beg and the 
fugitive Beys were fled. To recover ourfelves from the fatigues 
of our journcy, to infpect the curiofities of this city, and to pre- 
pare for our progrefs to Alexandria, are the points to which our 
attention is turned, We obtained from the public papers, the 
moft fatisfa€tory accounts of our concerns in England ; and no- 
thing occurred to damp the happinefs of this day, which I may 
ventnre to fay, was the fincereft we had ever experienced. We 
difpatched camels for our baggage, and in the evening accompa- 
nied Mr. Baldwin to a French merchant's houfe; where we 
found a great deal of company aflembled to play at cards. 
Antong them was a very agreeable girl, of Greek extraction by 
the mother’s fide., Jer father if a Frenchman, and now at 
Marteilles ; which has enabled the young lady to oltain.a per- 
fect knowledge of the irench tongue,, and to render herfelf 
very entertaining to travellers who pais this way. Though her 
‘drefs is confonant to the Turkith mode, it by no means dif- 
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figures her perfon; but has rather fomething pleafing in its no- 
velty, to the eyes of an European. One of my companions ap- 
pears to be but too fenfible of the charms of the fair Cecilia; and 
I am told, that this is not the firft conqueft fhe has made over 
the, affections of Englith paffengers. The Europeans who reilde 
here, all conform to the Turkith habit ; but this is not expected 
from fojourners like us. As our Eaftern cloaths therefore are 
much the worfe for wear, we intend to-morrow to refume our 
own arefs, except at fuch times as we vifit places where it may 
give offence. The Englifh nation alone, take this liberty with 
impunity. And I was let into an anecdote of a friend and coun~ 
tryman of mine, who went to the houfe of the bey here in a fhaul 
turban. This is ftiiétly prohibited to Chriftians of all denomina- 
tions; but was neverthelcfs overlooked in him, becaufe he was 
am Englifhman. 


SATURDAY, 2oth SuPTEMBER. 


We ftaid within doors to-day, to amufe ourfelves with the new 
publications from England, and to fettle ou voyage to France. 
There is a French hip at Alexandria, which is to fail the begin- 
ning of next month for Marfeilles ; and Mr. Baldwin has applied 
to her agent here for a paflage for us. He intends fending dif- 
patches for the Company in this veffel, and will be better afcertain- 
ed of the precife time of her departure. 

Mifir Ul Kaira, or the City of Anguith, fo called from the fre- 
quent vifits which it has received from the plague, but commonly 
termed Grand Cairo by us, is fituated in the latitude of 30 3°N. 
en an artificial branch of the Nile. Old Cairo nearly faces the 
river; but the New city is removed above a mile from it, and ap- 
proaches to the range of mountains which runs through Upper 


Egypt, and abruptly breaks off here. It 1s undoubtedly one of 
7, the 
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the fineft cities in the Eaft ; which, from the prefent ftile of archi- 
tecture that reigns among the Orientals, is but a faint commen- 
dation. The houfes are in general built of ftone, and, being ele- 
vated to feveral ftories, would make a grand appearance, notwith- 
ftanding the inelegance of their ftructure, were’ ndt the’effea de- 
ftroyed by the exceffive narrownefs of the ftreets. This is one of 
the caufes to which the ingenious Dr. Mead afcribes the birth of 
the plague in this capital; but experience evinces, that it arifes 
from foreign and adventitious caufes. There has not been a plague 
here for thefe feven years; which is rendered more remarkable, 
by the commencement of the Ruffian war at the date of its ceffa- 
tion. No one can account for this; though a year feldom paff- 
ed by before, without a vilit from it. I do not recollect if any 
writer has taken notice of a circumftance, that divefts this fell de- 
ftroyer, of a confiderable portion of his terrors in this quarter of 
the world, and opens an ample field for philofophical fpeculatian. 
The melancholy confequences of the plague are well known to us. 
The laws have been alarmed at its very name; and our ports have 
been fo regulated, as wholly to exclude it. The gay metropolis of 
London was formerlydépopulated by it; and, in our own age, we 
have feen the flourifhing city of Marfeilles rendered a defart by its 
ravages. From {cenes within the fphere of his knowledge, an ele- 
gant and fentimental poet of our nation thus feelingty defcribes 
its baleful influence : : 


« The fullen door, 
Yet uninfected, on its cautious hinge 
Fearing to turn, abhors fociety :. - 
Dependants, ‘friends, relations; Love himéelf, 
Savaged' by" Woe,’ forget ‘the tender. tie, 
The fweet engagement of the feeling heart.” 


This 
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This picture is juft, fo far as it relates to this’ malady in Europe. 
But in Turkey the cafe is altered; and we look in vain for thefe 
ftrokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed Prede(- 
tinarians ; and are not to be deterred by the fear of contagion, 
frqm attending-their brethren in diftrefs. The mittakes of the 
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity. The 
dying have their exit {moothed by the tender offices of friendhip ; 
and thoufands are {natched from an untimely grave, by the force 
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many are plunged into 
this diftemper, who might otherwife have avoided it; but the 
evil is far outweighed. by the good which refults from it. For 
the diftemper is by no means fatal. With care and attention, 
the greater part of the infected generally recover. I have myfelf 
feen a man here, who has had the plague no lefs than five 
times ; each of which is diftinguifhed by blotches upon different 
parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb. 
One of the moft:noted things here, is an aqueduct which con- 
veys water from the Nile to the caftle, that ftands on an hill in 
the eaft quarter of the city. This aqueduct runs a very confi- 
derable length. .We faw it as we came from Old Cairo, and 
were told that its courle is two miles. It is built of ftone, and 
lined on each fide with lofty gothic arches, which give it'a very 
noble appearance. It is however a modern work ; and cannot be 
claffed among the antiqnities of Egypt. Thefe we are to begin 
upon, as foon as our bodies are reftored to their former vigor. 
But the pyramids and the catacombs are too diftant for our mi- 
nute infpection ; and we can only regret, that our time admits of 
our taking but a pafling view of them. Travellers like us, who: 
fall by accident into a country replete with the monuments of paft 
ages, and whofe time is not at their own difpofal, to gratify the. 
defire of inveftigating the remains of decayed art, can only kim, 
Xx the, 
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the furface of the ftream they would willingly dive into; and 
have but the merit of an inclination to extend information. 

The late changes which happened here, are confidered of little 
ar no moment among the inhabitants. ‘The, depofing of a bey is 
attended with no tumult or bloodfhed within.the walls; where 
not only the natives but the European factors, are proteéted from 
vielehce by remaining within doars. Though no greater revo- 
lution eduld have taken place in any government, the whole con- 
teft fubfifted without the gates: and during an obftinate battle 
at Bulac for the fovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity 
reigned in Cairo. This idea is carried further here than in any 
other empire. And fo facred do the Turks hold the privilege of 
a man’s houlc, that {carce an inita: can be produced among 
them, of private property being plundered in any revolution in 
the ftate. A proof of this was recdntly difplayed. The fugitive 
beys were, for feveral days, in pofleffion of the caftle which com- 
mands the city. When they found it expedient to quit their poft, 
they retired with their troops through the’ ftreets, and enforced a 
difcipline, that preferyed the city from the leaft outrage. Nor 
difappointed ambitiag, ner grievous neceflity, could influence 
them to injure a people, who were devoted to a fuccefsful rival, 
or replenith their finances, by a mode fo repugnant to their cuf- 
toms. Be it known to the Chriftian leaders of war, that thefe 
infidels were banifhed their capital—yet voluntarily left it in the, 
enjoyment of that profperity, to which they were loft! 

In the evening we went to the hummum, to refrefh ourfelves 
after our jaurney. We found it an handfome ftone fabric, 
crowned with a large dome, through which the light is admitted, 
to a {quare apartment below. In this apartment the company af. 
femble, to undrefs themfelves far the bath ; and here they return, 
to fmoak and drink coffee after the operation; for which pur; 
pofe the hall is furrounded with alcoves. There are finall recefles 
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on every fide of thie hafl, which contain cocks or fountains of hot 
dnd cold water, to temperate the bath, agreeably to the inclina- 
tions Of every dne. The floor is paved with a diverfity of colored 
marbles, and adds much to the elegance of thefe receptaties of 
Intury. The ceremony is pretty nearly the fame as in other parté 
of Turkey ; and having been often defcribed, there is no need of 
a repetition hére. I will juft add, that the cuftom is not only 
cleanly, but healthy to the laft degree ; and it is merely the im- 
moderate ufe of it that prevails here, which can occafion its being 
condemned by the practitioners of phyfic. 


SUNDAY, 2if SepTemBeEr. 


We were introduced to an * Englifh gentleman this morning, 
who is in the fervice of the bey. He commands the artillery, and 
was on the expedition to Syria, in the year 1774, when Maho- 
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Joppa. During the late dif- 
putes he was ftationed in Cairo, and retired with the depofed. 
beys into the caftle. But this was only to fave appearances with 
the beys, in whofe power he was. His heart inclined to Ifmauf 
Beg; whom he joined on the retreat of his adverfaries. From 
this' officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulars 
of the late revolution. It was quickly conceived, and as quickly 
executed ; and appears to have been the refult of no great in 
trigues or difficulties. Simple and uninterefting as the event 
may be held by the fabjeats of more ftable governments, »thé 
relation of it may give rife to reflections not unufeful, to com- 
parifons not unfavorable to tHe reader. 

At the death of Mahomet Beg the’ reins of power devolved to 
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to quit his native country ‘ometyears ago, on the imputation’ of a ¢rime of a dar 
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the hands of four principal beys. Ibrabim Beg, Morad Beg, 
Mutftapha Beg, and Ifmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire 
of Egypt. The bafhaw, who is fent here by the Porté, has 
no real influence in the councils. He has‘not ‘even a voice in 
affairs of ftate; which he is content to leave to the’ manage- 
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute 
which the Porte exaéts. Nay, the beys have fometimes car- 
ried matters to fo high a pitch, that there is an inftance of 
Mahomet Beg’s refufing to fubmit to this tax, and denying the 
fuperiority of the Porte. The fluctuating ftate of the Turkith go- 
vernment, and the war in which it was then involved, prevented 
its refenting the’infult. But weak as its arms may be, there is no 
doubt of the ftrength of its politics in this quarter. This revo- 
lution was certainly countenanced by the bafhaw; and to him 
Ifmaul Beg is partly indebted for his fuccefs, in expelling his 
brethren_from an adminiftration, in which they had practifed 
every {p€cies of fraud and oppreffion. 

The conteft fuddenly commenced about ‘the end of laft July. 
Ifmaittl Beg marched a body of troops which he had fecretly col- 
leCted, without the gates of Cairo; and fent a formal challenge 
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide their differences in a 
pitched battle. There was fomething fo gallant and open in this 
proceeding of Ifmaul Beg, and his character was fo far preferable 
to that of his competitors, that he foon found himfelf at the head 
of a greater number of partizans, than the allied beys could 
bring into the field. They met him, however, with appa- 
rent refolution, at the appointed place; and the two armics ap- 
proached near enough together, for the commanders to revile 
each other for their conduct, in the moft opprobrious terms. Ii- 
maul Beg firft gave the order for the charge, which was executed 
fword in hand; though there were boats full of artillery, belong- 
ing to éach party, at hand, and the troops themfelves were fur- 
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nifhed with fire-arms. But a thirft of revenge, and an eagernefs for 
blood, which mark the afpect of a civil war, hurricd them beyond 
reflection; and tempted the combatants to truft, as they did of 
ald, to the ftrength of their limbs. The confli€t was fharp and 
bloody ; ‘but was’ determined in about a quarter of an hour, in 
favor of Ifmaul Beg, who drove his opponents back into the 
city. Muftapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egypt ; but Ibra- 
him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caftle, which they 
declared they would defend to the laft extremity. 

Their fituation was ftrong, and matters for fome days had a 
promifing appearance. They maintained a correfpondence in the 
city, and flattered themfelves with fpeedy relief from Muftapha 
Beg. But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaft. Their mif- 
conduct compleated what their misfortune began. Jealoufies 
arofe betWeen the chiefs, and entailed a fudden defeftion among 
their adherents. In fhort, they found their numbers fo decreafed, 
that they judged themfelves unfafe in their poft, and*contrived 
the means of efcape.: They retreated at midnight to the Nile, 
where they embarked unmolefted for Jirje, on boats that had 
been prepared for them. 

This efcape was accomplifhed, as fome think, by the connivance 
of Ifmaul Beg himfelf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the 
prefence of his rivals. But he had foon reafon to repent of this 
ftep. In the courfe of a week, he found the fugitive beys were at 
the head of. a confiderable body of men, which they had raifed 
upon the river. This furce was ftrengthened by a fleet of gallies,. 
under the command of Muftapha Beg. To crufh this danger in 
its infancy, ‘Ifmaul Beg fent: up a large armament to engage 
them j ‘arid had the mortification. to fee it return, vanquifhed and 
difperfed... "The-tide was now turned, and fuccefs feemed to de~ 
fert the banners of the victor. Flufhed with this critical advan. 


tage, Ibrahim Beg hotly purfued the troops of his adverfary; and 
thought 
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In the evening we accompanied Mr. Baldwin to the houfe of a 
Greek lady, who is married to a Frenchman. Shg isa native of 
Scio, and, though the mother of {everal children, till does credit 
to the accounts of the beauties of that Hland. She has a daughter 
abvut feventeen, in whom are renewed the charms of the parent. 
Indeed there is no doubt but the Turks poflefs the fineft women 
in the world, whom their vicinity to Greece gives them an oppor- 
tunity of procuring. The brother of this damfel is likely to go 
in the fame fhip with us to Marfeilles, where they have a fifter 
married: in which cafe, the fair Victoria has given him an 
unfailing recommendaticn to our notice. 


MONDAY, 22d SepremBer, 


We fallied forth this morning in company with the comman- 
dant of the artillery, who is kind enough te be our guide in vi- 
fiting the curiofities of Cairo. As no Chriftian, without the 
fanction of the bey, is allowed to ride an horfe here, we were, cons. 
tent to mount that humble animal, the afs, in order to be con- 
veyed to the places which we propofed to examine. To obtain 
that fanction, the fon of a nobleman of the firft rank and family 
in England, is fuppofed to have:made cenfidesable prefents to. 
the bey, when he paffed through this city fome years ago, But 
the confequence was, to protect him from the infults of the po-~ 
pulace, there was a guard obliged to be placed about his horfe,, 
when he ftirred abroad. The. diftinétien, therefore, was deayly. 
purchafed, on every account. Every thing grows familiar by. 
habit ; and Europeans think no more, of beftriding an afs here, 
than they would of popping into. an hackney-coach in Paris or 
London. It is the common mode of conveyance,. and affes are tor 
be‘fotind in every ftreet, for the accommodation of gentlensen- 
who are afhamed to be feen on foot. We were not in this fecret 
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on the morning of our arrival here, or we would not have fhunned 
a feerning indignity to incur a profeffed one. 

We pufhed on our beafts through a nymber of extenfive ftreets, 
in our way to the caftle, which ftands upon a’folid rock nearly in 
the center of the city. The ftreets are univerfally narrow, and 
fo crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in 
getting along. But this difficulty was balanced by the coolnefs 
which reigns in them. The narrow’ paflage draws a conftant fup- 
ply of air; and the height of the houfes affords a fhade at noon 
to the paflengers below. We were immediately fenfible of our ap- 
proach to the caftle. The ground rifes pretty gradually, until 
we got towards the top of the hill. Here it breaks off into an 
abrupt fteep, and we difmounted and Jeft our affes with their 
owners, before we entered one of the pofterns of the caftle. The 
fortifications of this place are in a difmantled ftate, though the 
elevation of the hill is 4 fufffelent ftrength’ to -people determined 
to defend themfelves. We paffed through many ftreets, which 
are inhabited by the domeftics and deperldants of the bafhaw, 
who ufitally takes up his quartets in this fortrefs. We directed 
oar fteps to a building, which is reputed’to Be the hall where Jo- 
féph gave audience to his brethreti, when they came to purchafe 
corn in Egypt. This hall is the only remaining’ part of a large 
and magnificent edifice ; thé’ ruins of which befpeak the wealth 
and grandeur of its founder. ‘ The hall is a {quare of about fixty 
feet, the roof of which was'a dome, that was fupported by a 
double row of granite pillars.’ ‘The dome is fallen in; but the 
pitlars pronounce its former foftinels and magnitude. ‘They are 
each of 4 fingle ftone, thirty fect high, and about twenty-fix inches 
diameter. There is a cotnice of ftone above them, which is in- 
fcribed with letters of gold, in fo obfolete a language, that we are 
told no one is able to read them. 
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We went from hence to the council-chamber, where the bafhaw 
and the beys meet, to deliberate on public affairs. The apait- 
ment is of a vaft length, and ornamented with relics of mofaic 
work, and pillars of.porphyry. At the upper end there is a {e- 
cluded feat for the bafhaw, furrounded with green lattices, Here 
he takes his pot i in all the vanity of {tate, and has the mortifica- 
tion of being privy to councils, in which he not only has no fhare, 
but which frequently operate againft his intereft. There is a 
rope ftill depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it 
is faid, a bey was once hung, during fome tumultuous difputes at 
the council-board. There is nothing improbable in this ftory. 
But it is not fo eafy to account, for their permitting this dif- 
graceful inftrument of violence to remain in fo con{picuous a 
place. In an adjacent building they fhewed us fome arms of 
great antiquity. Among thofe moft worthy of note, are fome 
Roman battle-axes, and a bow of fuch thicknefs and length, 
as would require the firength of a Patagonian to draw. 

- We were now conduéted to Jofeph’s well. This is another. 
work which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indced, an 
aftonifhing monument of labor. It is fo deep, that a number of 
oxen are conftantly employed, in raifing water for the accommo- 
dation of the garrifon. There is a team above to raife the water 
from a chamber below, fixty feet from the furface of the earth. 
To this chamber you defcend, by a flight of fteps cut out of the 
folid rock ; and here you find a fecond team of oxen to draw the 
water to that level. The authenticity, however, of thefe wogks, 
which boat of fo early an origin, has been much doubted by late 
travellera. It would be prefumption in us to give a decifion from 
a curfory view, on a matter which would require 2 difpaffionate 
inveftigation. Before we quitted the caftle, we afcended a 
mount of earth, from whence we had an uninterrupted view of 
the city. It appears from hence not half fo large as London 
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does from the top’ of St. Paul’s; but the extent of the Nile, 
which, has fpread itfelf into a lake, as far as the eye can reach; 
the clufter of iflands which crown the filver expanfe; and the 
majefty of the mountains which botind .the .fmiling fcene, 
give a noble variety to the profpeét, which ,London,. with all 
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the 
caftle through the principal gate, which faces the great market- 
place. As we defcended to it, we pafled between the houfes, 
where the fugitive beys remained, when they fhut themfelves up 
in the caftle. 

We found our affes at the gate, where thay had been brought 
by the direction of our conductor. Qn our return home we 
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap- 
prized of our want of confequence in this place. We met with 
one of the meffengers of death, who delivers the fata mandate 
to the ‘fubje€t, who has become obnoxious tothe bey. Heis an 
officer of the firft rank, and is diftinguifhed by a cap like a fugar- 
loaf, at the fight of which every Chriftian is obliged to difmount 
his afs *. We followed the example of our conductor; and as we 
alighted near the palace of Morad Beg, he took us in to fee it. 
We entered a fpacious court-yard, and found a fquare building 
with four handfome faces ; but could not get in to fee it, on 
account of the female fide being inhabited. The women of the 
bey {till refide here, although he will probably be in, exile all his 
life. But fuch refpect do the Turks pay to the characters of 
.women, that there is no danger of their being molefted ei- 
ther in perfon or property, however achive the parc their rela- 
tions, or even hufbands, may take in a time of trouble. We had 
a teftimony of this refpect as we deft the bey's palace. No lefs, 
than thirty women were returning to it, mounted on mules, and 
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head 


® The chiaux of the Janifaries likewife exat this compliment from Chriftians. 
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to foot, and we are told, that no lefs a punifhment than death 
would be the portion of any one, who would prefume to remove 
that curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin’s about noon, very 
well pleafed with our morning’s excurfion, and not at all diffatif- 
fied with the fpirit and paces of our affes. 

In the evening we walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden be- 
longing to fome Francifcan friars. It is neatly laid out in walks, 
and is an evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this city. 
We were here joined by a French nobleman, who is faid to be 
under a temporary banifhment from the court of France. He is 
aman of polite addrefs, and paffes for a proficient in the polite 
arts. We had a very agreeable {pecimen of his {kill in mufic, 
as we adjourned to the French factory, to be prefent at a concert 
in which he led the firft violin, with uncommon tafte and execu- 
tion. Mr. Baldwin bears a part at thefe little meetings, which are 
an admirable relief to a mind engaged in bufinefs. 


SATURDAY, 23d Szepremser. 


Our departure is fixed for to-morrow evening; fo that our ftay 
in this capital will be but fhort. We would willingly have de- 
dicated another week to fo celebrated a fcene; but our bufine&s 
interferes with our pleafures. It is’ with double regret that we 
now look back to the time which we loft at Ghinnah, and which 
might have been fo profitably fpent in the city and environs of 
Cairo, 

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of us. As foon as we 
could obtain tmoncy for our bills on London, we had difcharged 
our notes of hand to Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro- 
mifed drefs, befides a gratuity to himfelf and to all the camel- 
people according to their rank, for their care and honefty in 
bringing us fafely here. . We fhould not have omitted the cap- 
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tain of thé robbers, among the number of thofe who demanded 
our dcknowiedgments, could we have promifed ourfelves the 
certainty of any tokem of ours reaching his hand. But our 
principal concern was to fhew our gratitude to the Shaik Ul 
Arab, to whofe friendthip we owed more than we could pef- 
fibly repay. We could not err in fuppofing, that a proof of our 
remembrance would make a greater impreffion at fuch a diftance, 
however trivial it might be, than a valuable confideration would 
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to reject 
our offerings ; but ere this came to his pofleffion we fhould have 
quitted the country. We cauld only confult the genius of the 
pzople, to render a flight prefent acceptable ; though we did our 
venerable friend the juftice to believe, that the intention of the 
prefent would be its chief reconymendatian in his eyes. A Tur- 
key cavpet for the ufe of his feraglio, anda piece of purple broad 
cloth with fattin facings, for a veft for himfelf, were what we 
put up on this occafion. To thefe Mr. Baldwin added fome jars 
of French fruits and Italian fweetmeats, and other rarities of this 
kind, which he judged would be agreeable to the ladies of the 
feraglio, We delivered thefe things into the charge of Hadgec 
Uttalah, with a complimentary letter from Mr, Baldwin, and an- 
other from ourfelves. Mr. Baldwin's letter was conceived in 
general terms. He fpoke of the generofity, with which the 
fhaik had behaved towards fome of the fubjetts of the king of 
Great Britain, and he extolled the merit of the action. He 
thanked him, in the king’s name, for this inftance of his good- 
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correfpondance which had 
fo: accidentally arifen between them, .A cornefpandence, he added, 
which had commenced in a manner f2 much to the honour of 
the fhaik, aud which could not fail to extend his reputation to 
the temoteft corners of the Britith domimions. Orr letter, per- 
haps, was lefs courtly, though not lefs fincese, We recapitulated 
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the favors which we had received from the fhaik. We hinted at 
the defperate fituation in which his vigilance had difcoveied' us, and 
compared it with our prefent happy circumftances. The change 
we a{cribed enfirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability 
to tranfmit him a more liberal token of our gratitude, and en- 
treated him to confider the tender which we had prefumed to make, 
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow- 
ledged the fidelity of the camel-drivers, who had enabled us to 
eomply with his laft injunétions, and to call the world to witnefs, 
that our high fenfe of hts favors would only ceafe to exift-with 
our lives. 

Thefe letters were rendered into Arabic by Mr. Baldwin’s inter- 
preter. Sufficient praife cannot be given to that gentleman for 
the intereft, which he took in this affair. Our tribute, fuch as it 
was, has already been paid him. It remains only for his employers 
to do jufticeto the fpirit with which he fupported their credit, 
and that of the Englifh nation. At parting he prefented Hadgee 

“Uttalah with a pipe of fome value; and we had the pleafure to fee 
him and his companions depart, not lefs fatisfied with our bounty 
towards theméelves, than furprized at our remembrance of their 
abient matter. 

It may not,. perhaps, be thought impertinent to remark, that 
the report of thefe Arabs will be of no differvice to the Company, 
fhould they adopt the idea of having their packets forwarded from 
India, by the way of Cofire and Ghinnah. The port of Cofire is 
open at all feafons of the year, while that of Suez is thut up by 
the northerly winds no lefs than eight months out of twelve. A 
fact which I bave endeavoured to-eftablith in a former part of this 
work. 

Amid theft agreeable tranfaGtions, we encountered one of a dif- 

forent mature. After the repeated inftances which Abdul Ruffar 
had afforded us of fis honety, it appeared that there were mo- 
ments in which he was not proof to temptation. Ibrahim, ever 
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indolent and fimple, had from time to time lent this fellow mo- 
ney, and fince our arrival at Cairo the fum was confiderably in= 
creafed. It was but yefterday noon that, we paid up Abdul Ruf- 
far’s wages, at his own requeft; and at night he decamped in 
Ibrahim’s debt. This intelligence was juft now communicated to 
us, and, from fome circumftances, it is probable that he is re- 
turned to his native country. To diffipate Ibrahim’s chagrin, in 
fome meafuie, we took this opportunity to difcharge our obliga- 
tions to him. We had advanced fome money to the captain on 
his account, on our leaving the Adventure ; and we now prefented 
him with fuch a gratuity as our finances would admit of. His 
fervices weie beyond the common clafs, and were not to be re- 
warded by any limited wages. Our good-will was only to be 
bounded by our ability; and he obtained from us a purfe con- 
taining an hundred venetians. We could have wifhed, indeed, 
the fum had been doubled for his fake. But when it is confider- 
ed, that he will work his pafflage to India on the fhips of next 
feafon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generoufly ‘offered him his table’ 
while he remains here, the fum may be carried to his family free 
of all deductions, and will be no trivial addition to the for- 
tune of an Indian. Notwithftanding this difcharge, Ibrahim 
means to accompany us to Alexandria, and to fee us embark for 
Europe. 

Among our other recreations here, we make a daily practice of 
offering incenfe to a fair idol, who lives oppofite our houfe.’ She 
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as 
her compofition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good- 
humour in her temper, as for fymmetry and. dlegance in her per- 
fon. This young damfel quickly found out our arrival, and, 
like other finging-birds fhut up in a cage, began to difplay her 
attractions the moment fhe had caught our obfervation. She ap- 
pears at her window every morning and evening, and either 
awakes our attention with her guitar, or condefcends to reply to 
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our addreffes, which are breathed to her acrofs a narrow ftreet. 
She has an old mother, who feems to encourage the innocent 
daméel in her coquetry 3 and I fear would prove but a treacherous 
portrefs to the caftle, were fome lover, like Jupiter, daring enough 
to defcend to this Danae in a fhower of gold. Theie are numbers 
of captive nymphs in this city, who figh for liberty, and would 
throw themfelves into the arms of any European who made ho- 
nourable addreffes to them. Bred up in the circle of French fo- 
ciety, and denied the freedom which they hear the females enjoy 
in France, they repine at their deftiny, and would chearfully leave 
the manners, cuftoms, and country of Turkey behind them. 

As we returned from the gardens of the convent this evening, 
we met a gentleman near the French factory, who is to be our 
fellow-paflenger to Marfeilles. It feems, that he is a man of eru- 
dition antffafte ; was formerly fecretary to the embafly at Rome; 
and is now on his return to France from a tour of Gredce and 
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of Meillon, and 
promifes to turn out-no inconfiderable acquifition to our focicty 
during the voyage, and the term of ou quarantine at Mar- 
feilles. 


WEDNESDAY, 24th Sepremsrr. 


We have been preparing ourfelves this morning to take leave of 
this great city. Our ftay has not been cqual to our curiofity, but 
perfectly fuitable to our defigns, which are to get to England with 
all poffible expedition. The packets with which we are charged 
have doubtlefs reached London before us by duplicates; but we 
have private as well as public concerns; and it is time for us to 
undéceive’ our friends, and to remove their apprehenfions for 
our fafety. 

Until theyarrival_of Mr. Baldwin, about two years ago, the 
Englith carried on no commerce in this city, Ile is ftill the 
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only merchant of our nation here, and is agent to the company 
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con- 
fidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little importance to-that 
political body. The advantage of quick intelligence isno 
fecret to a wife government. The paflage home is, indeed, as 
yet precarious, by the difficult navigation of the gulph of Suez; 
but the paffage out is fure and expeditious. There is an inftance, 
not two months ago, of a Mr. Whitehill coming from London 
to Cairo ina month. He was charged with the reftoration of 
Lord Pigot to the government of Fort St. George; and it is fup- 
pofed will get to that place in the fame period. A voyage, which 
feldom is effected by the Cape of Good Hope in double the 
time ! 

The decay of the Englifh trade in any quarter, is naturally 
fuppofed to give vigor to the exertions of the French. "They are 
avowed rivals in wealth as well as power, and mutually rife on the 
ruins of each other. But this rule will not-hold im refpect to-the 
eommerce of Egypt. However flourifhing the French traffic 
may be in other parts of the Levant, it is apparently here in a 
confumptive ftate.. No other fymptom of this is neceflary to be 
produced, than the reduétion of their eftablifhments. The con- 
fulfhip of Cairo has been ftruck off as a fruitlefs expence, by a 
recent order from France; and it is obferved, that a {pirit of dif 
fipation and gaming has crept in among. the merchants, which 
was unknown in bufy times, and is wholly incompatible with 
‘theirfituation. A decline of this nature will give ftope to the 
induftry of the Venetians and other ftates of Italy, who have 
factories here, and cut no inconfiderable figures in the commer- 
cial feale. 

At noon we fent down our baggage to the boat, which we had 
agreed for to take us as faras Rofetto. We paid ae" fixteen dol- 
lars for the hire of this boat, and, with the affifia:ce Of Mr. Bald- 
win's fervants, laid up fome cold provifion for the paflage. The 
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markets of Cairo are plentifully fupplied with a variety of articles, 
at reafonable rates, Flefh, fowl, and fith, are daily expofed for fale ; 
and are ferved up in great perfection at Mr. Baldwin’s table, 
which amply fupports the character of Englith hofpitality. 

At five o'clock .we were joined by Monfieur Meillon, and 
having once more arrayed ourfelves in our Turkith habits, we 
mounted our affes and proceeded to Bulac. Bulac is the port of 
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have his 
goods paffed at the cuftom-houfe. Mr. Baldwin was fo obliging 
as to accompany us thither, to fee us on board the boat. We had 
two miles to go, and in the way, obtained the fight of a part of 
the city which was new to us; and which every-where difplays a. 
face of magnificence, we little expeéted to find in Egypt. We went 
through a {quare that isoneof the fineft lever beheld, both in refpeét 
to its extemtvand the loftinefs of the buildings which furroundit. I 
{peak within bounds when I pronounce it to be nearly two niles in 
circumference ; and at this time the area exhibits a beautiful fheet 
ef water, covered with gay boats of all denominations. When th 
Nile retires within his banks again, the beauty of this {quare wil 
not be loft; as the bed of the prefent canal will wear a drp& of 
the livelieft verdure, during the other months of the yeg’. We 
reached Bulac about fix o’clock, and getting our baggage pafled 
without any delay, we went on board the boat, which we found 
to be very large and conyenient. We are now, for the firft time 
in our progrefs through Egypt, to be fheltered from the fun, and 
to travel at our cafe, and in full fecurity from danger. From,the 
fpacionfnrefs and convenience of our vehicle, and the charms of 
this eéfebrated river, we look for nothing but pleafure in this 
voyage. Mr. Baldwin has, been fo obliging as to fecure us a 
reception at Rofette and Alexandria, by furnifhing us with 
letters to his agefits there; and in every refpecét, has anfwered 
the expectatiang. which we had formed from his character and 

Zz ftation. 


I 354 J 


ftation*. -We parted with him. at. feven o'clock, when’ our 
boat weighed and fell down with the tide. We have the cabbins 
wholly ° to ourfelves; but fhe has feveral pafiengers on ‘board, 
‘Defides us and our fervants, and a valuable cangof coffee. The 
wind is right againgt, us, notwithitan ing Sh we drop down 
‘at. the rate of three miles an hour.. Jutt Bet ‘fan-fet we opened 
the pyramids, which were in a direct line: behind us, The moun- 
tainous ftature of thefe pyramids wag increafed by the fetting 
ray, which had fallen behing. thei; and exhibited a fpectacle at 
once fublime and. _pi@urefqne. The night! iow fpread her cur- 
tains round the world, and difpofed, usto refit. At midnight we 
palled athe viflage of Daranie, on the Delta, where the Nile di- 
vides himfelf j into, two. branches, ‘which fall into the Mediterra- 
wean at. Rofetto and Damiat, near 100 miles. funder, and form 
the Delta, one of the moft fertile iflands in: the World. We 
took the branch that runs to Rofetto, and: continued the whole 
bight to drop down with the current. ‘The wind abated towards 
mérning, and our courfe was confequently quickened. The 
a ta is here prefented with the courle of the greater branches 

ofthe Nile from Cairo to the Mediterrancan, as a fupplement to 
the chart of its céurfe through Upper Egypt. 









* I have learnt, with no little concern, that the fituation of this ‘gentleman has 
een fome time paft very critical. On, ‘the plundering of the caravan, in the fum- 
ner of 1799, between Buen and Cairo, the: government bound Mr. Baldwin to 
arevent’ a retaliation an the part of the, Englids, and he was: anger tinins a pri- 
‘oner at large, until very lately ‘that he elfeGeed hie efcape. In thig 
the — of commnerce ‘between clone Engi ss a spesulinad beds 
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with lofty mofques‘and the ruins of magnificent ftruétures, 
they cut a very clegant appearance from the water. We were 
provided with fome roafted fowls, an excellent pie, and fome 
bottles of wine, to which we,paid our refpeéts with great appe- 
tite. It is with difficulty that we can tear ourfelves from the 
deck on any occafion, as the objeéts around us are of a fafcinat- 
ing nature. The towns now began to thicken on us again. 
We ran by the villages of Nedfgili, Berim, and Feriftah, befides a 
number of others which we pafled in mid-ftream, and which are 
to be found in a map that Mr. Neiburh has given of the 
gieat branches of the Nile. At five in the evening we went 
under the town of Schahur, on the weftern bank, and opened a 
point of the river with a fine breeze. Innumerable are the {mall 
and large craft which we have met in our run from Cairo, and 
which convey to the traveller fome idea of the extettftre com- 
merce pf Egypt. The exports, however, are chiefly confined 
to the articles of life, and her corn is diftributed to the different 
ports of the Mediterranean and the Red-fea, This is the coin. 

hich fhe pays for the coffee of Arabia, and the cotton and 
filk‘ef Perfia: and, inftead of laying illegal impofts on the mer- 
chant, had the but’ wifdom enough to trade upon her own bot- 
toms, without fuffering foreign nations to engrofs the freight 
of her commodities, there is no doubt that her gains would 
exceed thofe of every other country. 

The wind died away towards fun-fet, which induced our crew 
to man a pinnace, which has’ ben hithetto a-ftern, to tow us 
‘down the ftream. This is of great affiftance to us, and we hope 
will enfure our arrival at Rofetto i in the morning: We have put 
fome paffengers afhore at feveral places, whi ‘we have paffed, 
but fhall carry the principal part of them . Rofetto, Thefe 
paffengers are lodged under an awnjng, “which extends from the 
cabbin to the mainmaft, and is, capable of, containing twenty 
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people. Among them is a poor boy, who loft his father in the 
late troubles at Cairo, He has a good appearance, and told hi. 
tragic {tary fo pathetically, that we were moved to compaftion, 
and made a collection among us, to enable him to return to his 
family, who are‘at Conftantinoplé. 

The night is ferene and unclouded, but we have no light fave 
what the ftars afford. It ts a lucky circumftance, perhaps, for 
our bodies, that our minds are difengaged from the profpects 
around, and that there is no moon to tempt us to wafte thofe 
hours upon deck, which fhould be dedicated to fleep. We con- 
tinued to fa down flowly during the night. 


FRIDAY, 26th Sepremper. 


We h&d'the pleafure, at day-break, to find ourfelves near the 
city of Fue, on the Delta. This city is in the latitude'of 31° 
10‘north, and within, thirty miles of Rofetto. It is ftill of a 

-confiderable extent, ‘and affords an infinity of lofty minarets to 
the paffenger’s, view, whofe tops were now gilded with the morning 
ray. Confidering the want of wind, our progrefs has not been 
tardy. The country on each fide of us is ftill a garden, and 
exhibits an agreeable variety of fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu- 
lent towns and fequeftered villages. Now and then we meet 
with {mall iflands, more verdant than the infant buds of fpring. 
At feven o'clock we. paffed between the towns of Deirut and 
Disjedie, in the former of which there is one of the moft beau- 
tiful, mofques in Egypt. We have found no increafe in the 
breadth of the Nile fince we left Cairo; nor is this fo much to 
be wandered at, if we confider the great depth of the channel, 
and the, multitude of canals which every where divert his waters. 
We pafied.in the night the grand canal which fupplies Alexan- 
dria with water, and js faid to be the work of Alexander. It be- 
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gins nearly oppofite the town of Mehallet Malik, on the Delta; 
and while it was open for boats, fhortened the diftance one thitd,. 
im the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a 
pity to have robbed us of any of the charms of this river, We 
were ftill feafting luxurioufly on the profpeét ,before us, when. 
we came within fight of the city of Rofetto, which is known 
at a diftance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hill to the 
fouthward of the place. We ran under a mofque fituated on an 
ifland ; and at one o'clock, anchored before the city. We went 
afhore immediately, and waited on Monfieur Teffier, a French 
merchant of this place, to whom Mr. Baldwin was fo kind as 
to furnifh us with a letter. We were received very politely by 
this gentleman, who made us a tender of his houfe during our 
fhort ftay. Monfieur Meillon, our fellow-traveller, took up 
his quarters with the French conful, who is but neWly* aes 
here. 

Rofetto, or Rafchid, is fituated in gr 23’north latitude, on 
the weftern bank of the Nile, and is reckoned one of the - 
prettieft and compacteft cities in Egypt. It is the next to 
Cairo for commerce, if we except Alexandria, and exceeds 
them both in the falubrity of its air, and the beauty of its fitua- 
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the fea lies within ten 
miles of its rear, from whence it is conttantly refrefhed with 
cooling breezes. The country about it is,a continued plantation 
of lemon, citron, and orange-trees. We walked out in theeven- 
ing to furvey the city and its environs. The ftreets are regular, 
and the buildings in general neat and lofty. -We prefently quit- 
ted the town, and were, in.a manner, buried. among fragrant 
groves, where the fun's burning rays never intrude themfelves. 
The walks were ftrewed with the bloffoms of the. trees, whofe 
boughs were at the fame time loaded with golden fruit. In this 
happy clime the feafons are joyoufly blended together ; andthe 
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traveller, in thefe retreats, might think himfelf tran{ported to the 
regions of fancy *. Here peace and plenty reign. The noife and 
hurry of a city are not perceivable in this peninfula, which was not 
the leaft diftarbed by the late revolution in the ftate, though at fo 
fhort a diftance frorh the capital. But this may be paitly owing 
to the nature of the Turkifh cuftoms. The changes in the go- 
vernment do not affect the fubject; nor the evils of public dif 
putes extend beyond thofe who choofe to take a part in them. 

On our return home we paffed the French fa€tory, which is a 
{fpacious edifice, and difplays a very handfome front to the river. 
There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which affords 
a pleafant walk to the inhabitants. On the riorth fide of this 
wharf ftands the houfe of the late Mr. Wortley Montague, who 
was fo celebrated for his wit and curiofity, and his extraordinary 
attachmént to Mahometan countries ; but, perhaps, not lefs 1¢- 
markable for being the fon of the ingenious lady Mary‘of the 
fame name. He refided here more than three years; and his lofs 
‘is ftill regretted by Monfieur Teffier, and the gentlemen of Ro- 
fetto. 

We fupped and flept at the French merchant's, whofe complai- 
{ance extended to the procuring us places in a paflage-boat, that 
fails before day-break for Alexandria. We have been obliged to 
prefer this mode to the ufual route by land, which we are aflured 
has been infefted by wild Arabs, ever fince the commencement of 
the late troubles. We fhall be no lofers by the change, as the 
country between Rofetto and Alexandria, is little better than # de- 
fart ; and we shall now have an opportunity of examining one of 
the mouths of the Nile. This mouth, it fcems, is fo choaked up 
with a bar of fand, as to render it impaffable to any veffel that 
draws more than nine fect water. The mouth of the caftern 
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branch is more eafy of accefs. Foteign veffels come up almoft to 
Damiat; .and we underftand the Turkith frigate paffed that way 
to Cairo. But fhe was obliged to be lightened for that purpofe ; 
and it is only during the inundation of the Nile, that veffels of 
fach a conftruction can enter this river, which is navigable for 
near a thoufand miles, and, were this defect cured, might exhibit 
{hips of various nations in the heart of Egypt. 


SATURDAY, 27th jepTEMBER. 


We embarked at four o’clock this ‘morning on the boat, to 
which our baggage and fervants had been fhifted the preceding 
evening. It was a veflel of a different built and conveniency, to 
the one we had left. It was not very unlike the bark in which 
we were fo long toffed about the Red-fea, fave that we were now 
providdd with a good awning to fhelter us from the fim, in con~ 
fideration of a piece of gold which each of us gave for himfelf and 
‘fervants. There were no paflengers befidés us; and her cargo” 
was not very confiderable. We weighed anchor, in company with 
thirty fail of the fame craft, and fell down gently with the tide. 
About fin-rife we found ourfelves oppofite an old caftle on the 
peninfula, which appears to have been originally built for the de- 
fence of the river. We crofied the ftream here, and anchored at 
the village of Arbut on the Delta, where we were obliged to wait 
for a wind, to run us over the bar. Here we found the remains of 
‘a battery, which had been railed to anfwer the caftle’ on the op- 
pofite fhore; and it feems almoft impracticable for any hoftite 
velfels that. can enter this river, to-have pafied between them. We 
found feveral brafs cannon fcattered up and down the beach, of 
very antient conftruétion ; but the bore of them is too narrow to 
‘engage with the artillery of the prefent times. Arbut is the lait 
town on the Nile, and the country about itaffords little ei than 
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date-trees, under the fhade of which we rambled about during our 
ftay here, 

At ten o'clock a breeze of wind fpringing up, we repaired aboard, 
hoifted our fails, and ftood for the bar. The river increafed all 
at once jn its breadth ; the ftream began to be confiderably agi- 
tated ; and we had approached within a mile of the bar, when the 
wind perverfely came ahead, and obliged the whole fleet to run 
under the fhore of Delta. The land here has quite loft its fertile 
appearance. No more the earth fmiles with the plenteous hai veft ; 
no more the embowering fhades half conceal the ruftic hamlet. 
The ground is thinly covered with brufh-wood, while the fhore 
of the peninfula iseinterrupted with frequent hillocks of fand. 
While we were kept here, our fervants dreffed us fome pigeons, 
which we had procured at Arbut; and the eating of our dinner 
helped us to pafs away the vexatious moments of delay. 

More veffels now joined us from Rofetto. This was the part 
in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind 
continued as it was,,we might remain here for a day; and, for 
our confolation, we were told of boats that had experienced worfe 
luck. The profpect was not the moft flattering, and we were 
about to with ourfelves on the road over the defart to Alexandria, 
notwithftanding the perils which awaited it, when the wird lucki- 
ly veered to the eaftward of north, and permitted us to lay up well 
to our point. We immediately availed ourfelves of it, and thir- 
ty-five fail of us ftood for the fogage or bar, which we reached 
about one o'clock. There is a boat conftantly at anchor in mid- 
channel, to direét others through this hazardous place. The waves 
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ftrike the bank three or 
four times fucceffively, in performing this paflage. The fhocks 
were very fmart; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair, 
we were threatened with no abfolute danger. Though the gale 
began to frefhen. and we were obliged to tack twice to fetchr the 
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channel, we got clear of the Jogage in about ten minutes. This 
was no trifling piece of good luck, if it be confidered, that veffels 
are fometimes fix or feven hours beating over this bar, and obli- 
ged to unlade their cargoes into the pilot-boat, in order to lighten 
themfelves. Had we been coming into the river.at this time, the 
accident would, in all probability, have been of a ferious naturé. 
The conteft between the wind and the current, which fet us out 
fo faft, muft be always very violent, and occafion a fea, which 
would inevitably flave any veffel, that is unfortunate enough to 
{trike the bottom. 

The Mcditerranean-fea was now before us. The goal to which 
our earneft looks had been fo long turned, was now happily at- 
tained, and we hoped foon to refpire freely after a courfe, run 
with peril, and won with labor. Like the ftced who approaches 
his forfaken paftures, we {nuffed in imagination our native air, 
and every pulfe beat quicker with the thoughts of home. The 
Nile throws himfelf with fuch an impetuofity into this fea, that 
Neptune feems to fhrink before his might’ at this feafon. For a, 
‘league and more from the bar, the water retains its chryftal hue. 
and frefh quality, of which we convinced ourfelves by an expe- 
riment. We now ftood to the fouth-weft, in company with the 
whole fleet. ‘The fca was {mooth, and the light barks glibly 
fkimmed the furface. At two o'clock we began to open a bay 
to our left, which forms the peninfula where Canopus once ftood, 
and behind which we faintly difcerned the’ groves of Rofetto. The 
waves now were confiderably raifed, and our veffel’s motion en- 
creafed. But the wind continued fair, and we ran brifkly by a 
fandy, but not a defart coaft. Date-trees rear their heads behind 
the fteepy beach, and many of the eminences are crowned with 
the auguft ruins of ancient caftles. At five in the evening we 
found ourfelves oppofite to the town of Vickerie, where there is a 
‘large caftle in good repair, and a light-houfe for the dire¢tion of 
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mariners. Here a garrifon is con{tantly maintained for the de- 
fence of the coaft, which is fometimes infulted by Greek corfairs, 
and the gallies of Malta.. This is a confiderable head-land, and 
there are feveral {mall iflands lying off it. We once more got in 
with the‘land, and fmioothed our water very effectually. We de- 
{cried feveral fail to the northward, and made the hull of a large 
three-mafted veffel. We were the beft failor in the flect, and got 
fo much ahead, that at fun-fet, our people could diftinguith the 
point behind which Alexandria ftands. ‘The coaft here is very 
low, and offers nothing pleafing to the cyc. At eight o’clock we 
could fee the lights in the harbor. The night was dark, and we 
loft the opportunity of beholding the city from this point of view. 
At nine we anchored within fifty yards of the fhore, and fent 
Ibrahim afhore with Monfieur Meillon, to find out the gentleman 
to whon' we are recommended by Mr. Baldwin. We were pre- 
paling to take up our lodging in the boat for the night,* when, 
juft before ten o'clock, Ibrahim returned with Signior Brandi 
‘himfelf, who politely’came for us at that late hour. We left our: 
fervants on board with our baggage, and accompanied that gen- 
tleman to an 4ote/, which has been lately fet,.up for the recep- 
tion of ftrangers. Here we fupped comfortably, and enjoyed a 
found repofe after our tedious paflage from Rofetto. 


SUNDAY, 28th Seprremser. 


We rofe betimes this morning, and fent for our baggage, and. 
fervants. ‘The houfe we are in is roomy and convenient ; and was 
originally the Englith faétory, when we hada conful here. Our 
hott is a mafter taylor, and feems to be an inoffenfive Italian. His 
wife is a Greek woman from Smyrna, talks French and Italian, 
and promifés to render our fituation eafy during our ftay here. 
We are to pay two dollars per diem each, for our bed and board; a 
price, indecd, rather extravagant, but fettled in the beft manner 
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by Mi. Baldwin's agent, for the convenience of Englith tra- 
vellers, 

We walked out after breakfaft, to take a view of the antient 
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended bya Janizary in 
the Englifh pay, whom it is neceffary to have, hoth as a guide and 
a protector from the infults of the vulgar. Agreeably to the cuf- 
toms of this place, we had refumed the European drefs, difcarded 
our whifkers, and once more lacked and moved with freedom and 
eafe. We went direétly to the fea-fide, to examine the Turkith 
haven, which Jies to the weftward of the pharos, and is perfectly 
fecure for fhipping when it blows a gale of wind. But this haven 
is facred to the lurks, who are unfeeling enough to forbid Chrif- 
tian veflels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoffible for 
them to remain in fafety in the common harbor. The melancholy 
confequences of this reftri€tion have appeared more thun once. 
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veffels of different na- 
tions foundered, or ran afhore in the common harbor, during a 
. violent ftorm from the north-caft quarter.. But in fpite of this 
ordinance, Chriftian veflels will prefume at times to peep into this 
part; and it is not a fortnight fince a Maltefe privateer chafed a 
Turkith thip of much fuperior force under the very battery of the 
pharos, and gave her a parting broadfide as the ran into the road. 
A Turkifh man of war of fixty guns was then at anchor here, 
and, either through want of alertnefs or,refolution, did not at- 
tempt to revenge the infult. This man of war is ftill here, and 
therp are feveral frigates on this {tation for the prote€tion of the 
trade. 

We now went into the dock-yard, to fee a very bad fpecimen of 
their fill in fhip-building. Here we pereecived a party of females 
Ganding on the beach, ready to be exabarked in a boat far Caira. 
. They proved to be Greek flaves, juit brought from the Archipe- 
lago, and going as a prefent to the bey of Cairo. This inforata- 

toa 


{ 365 ] 
tion we obtained from our Janizary, who, at our requeft, entered 
into converfation with their guard. The poor creatures feemed 
infenfible of their fituatjon, which,’ in fome meafure, fuppreffed 
the emotions wé underwent at the firft knowledge of their deftiny. 
They tutned towards us as we approached them ; and in fpite of 
their vails we could perceive, by their fine eyes, and their admir- 
able forms, that they were objects unfit to be fecluded from the 
fight of the world. This fudden motion, and the involuntary fur- 
prize which they betrayed at the novelty of our habit, awakened 
the jealoufy of their keepers, who immediately hurried them into 
the boat that was waiting for them. The price of fuch girls is 
from four hundred to a thoufand zechins; and their value is en- 
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as the 
beauties they poffefs. To what a ftate of degeneracy is the world 
fallen, When wit, accomplifhments, and beauty, are put up to fale 
among the female tribe, inthe fame manner as ftrength ahd me- 
chanic fkill in the negroes of Africa! The latter branch of com- 
‘merce is indeed an imtpeachment on humanity; but the former is - 
a difgrace to the nature and tendency of the finer paffions. 
Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call .it, lies in the la-~ 
titude of 31° 11/north, on a rifing ground, which defcends with 
an eafy flope towards the fea, and defcribes a femicircle, with the 
caftie on the eaftern, and the pharos on the weftern point. In 
this bay the foreign fhipping lay, and range themfelves abreaft of 
the pier which joins the pharos to the continent, according to 
their arrival. This ftation they chufe on account of its greater. 
fecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the fea, which tumbles in 
from the ealtward. The fea wafhes the walls of the houfes, and 
the tefrefhing breezes which come from it, contribute much to the 
healthinefs of the place. The prefent city feems to ftand in one 
quarter of the old, and does not take up one eighth pat of the 
ground, which may he afcertained by the antient walls that ftill 
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remain. It is reckoned to-contain thirty thoufand inhabitants of 
all nations ; and a greater medley were never yet aflembled toge- 
ther. Gain is the lure which draws them to this mart; the 
qmafters of which are the only people who derjve no folid advan~ 
tage from the conneétion. 

Icould dwell with pleafure on the minute antiquities of this 
well-known fpot, were they not already defcribed with fuch pre- 
cifion and elegance, in a work lately publifhed, as to leave a 
future traveller little to fay that can be new, and lefs that he 
can hope wall equal the manner of fo agreeable an author. 
This work was originally printed in German, and has fince been 
tranflated iutu French, and is the production of Mr. Niebuhr, 
who made the tour of Lower Egypt and Arabia, by the command 
of his Danifh Majefty. I mean to touch, however, on the moft re- 
markable objects of our refearch ; as to obferve a profound filence 
on fo gurious a theme, would be an infult on the tafte and learn- 
ing of the reader. 

We dined in company with a genteel yqung Swifs, who is on. 
his way to India, He isto embark on the firft boat for Cairo, 
where he means to take his paffage on opr fhipping. It was with 
no {mall fatisfaction that we replied to his queries of a journey fo 
new to ‘him, and of a country in which we had fpent fo many 
years. He was rather mortified, however, when he underftood 
there were none of our veffels at Suez, nor after their arrival, 
that would fail for India before the next fummer. 


MONDAY, 2gth SepremBer. 


We were introduced to-day by ‘Signior Brandi to the French 
conful. He appears to be a well-bred fenfible man, and is well 
fpoken of by our companion Monfieur Meillon, who takes up his 
Jodgings at the French factory. He is but lately arrived here, 
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and has his curiofity to fatisfy as much as we. We accompa- 
nied him ina walk to fome of the adjacent ruins. We pafled by 
the Venetian factory, which ftands next to the French. Thig is 
avery handfome building, and makes a much greater fhow thay. 
any of the foreign faétories. Our road lay over a fandy plain, 
where feveral granite pillars of a prodigious length, are {catered 
up anddown, They feem to have been brought here with an 
intention of being ufed, which has been afterwards given up. 
When we had croffed this plain, we went under an arched 
gateway, which, perhaps, marked one of the divifions of the 
antient city. To the fouth of it lies a lofty tower in a ruinous 
condition. It is furrounded by an high wall, and within, there 
is agrove of date-trees. Here the antiquities commence. 

With what concern muft the informed fpeCtator view the remains 
of fo celebrated a place |! With what regret muft he look back on its 
former beauty and pride, and draw a comparifon with its prefent 
poverty and decline! I hope it will not be contidered as a piece of 
affe€lation in any one to ‘declare, that he cannot behold fuch fights 
as thefe with aneven mind. The deftruction of renowned cities 
is a baneful profpect to the eye; and the fufceptible breaft is 
filled with the fame fenfations in contemplating their decay, as 
touch it at the appearance of a venerable character in diftrefs, 
whom it is beyond the ability of man to relieve. We foon came 
to an antient temple, a part of which is ftill habitable, and has 
been Jong appropriated to the fervice of Mahomet. On this ac- 
count, we found fome difficulty to obtain admittance. But the 
key was at length procured by our Janizary, and we were {hewn 
into the neglected quarter. This is a fquare of very large dia- 
meter, which is furrounded with triple rows of granite pillars 
of the Corinthian order. Thefe pillars are lofty, and fupport a 
roof which is ftill in a good ftate of prefervation. 

The infide of the walls of.this temple is inlaid with tables of 
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marble of various colors, which, for theic richnefs and frovelty, 
cannat but engage the admiration of a ftranger. In the area of 
the fquarc is a Stone ciftern of very antique mould. Tt is in- 
fcribed on all fides with hieroglyphics, and from a rail which 
enclofed it, appears to have ferved fot fome-religious purpofe. | 

From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a 
convent, which maintains four Francifcan friars. The building 
is fimple, and fuited to the charaéter of its founders. Here we 
found about an acre of ground, very neatly difpofed of. The 
foi) was naturally fterile, bat by the induftry of thefe holy fa- 
thers, produces vegetables in great abundance. They have a 
vineyard in fome forwardnefs; and with no fmall labor and 
perfeverance, have funk a refervoir to fupply the garden with 
water, which is conveyed thither from a neighboring aqueduct. 
Thef innocent creatures were diverting themfelves at nine-pins, 
and ¢arried a content in their looks, which feemed to fet the 
eares and the vanities of the world equally at defiance. The 
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. In the 
way we were overtaken by a fhewer of rain. This was fuch a 
novelty to us, who had not feen rain for fix months paft, that 
we enjoyed it in the higheft degree ; and were the only perfons 
in company, who would not have difpenied with getting wet to 
the fkin. 

The fhower was flight, however, and we arrived at the French 
factory without any damage, The conful now introduced us 
to his lady, who is a pretty fprightly woman. We readily com- 
plied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and fpend 
the evening in her company. It was many months fince we 
had feen a female, whofe drefs and manners refembled thofe of 
our own countrywomen, She appéars not to have any great 
relith for her fituation, which, to one of her vivacity, muft be 
dull enough. Indeed, the difpofition of the peopiefthe is among, 
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may have occafioned her difguft to this country. The French 
conful loft his life here from a barbarous principle of revenge, 
about, eighteen months ago; and her hufband was appointed 
to fucceed him, This would be a fufficient motive for a wo- 
man’s fears. The ‘particulars of this tragical ftory I will relate 
hereafter. 


TUESDAY, joth Sepremagr. 


We breakfafted this mornigig’ on board the French fhip, which 
Mr. Baldwin had recommended to us for a paffage‘to Fiantce. 
She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious 
veffel. We have agreed with the Captain, Monfieur Calvi, to 
give him 133 crowns each for our paflage, which is indeed a 
large fung in thefe feas. But the gentlemen from India are al- 
ways confidered as monied men, and are taxed accordingly, 
whether they travel this way for pleafure, or are charged with 
bufinefs of a public nature. We find, however, that we fhall 
be accommodated in ‘the moft elegant manner; and we mutt 
do Captain Calvi the juftice to fay, that he ftated his intentions 
of providing us with a plentiful table, and fubmitted the price to 
our generofity. On our return from the Cleopatra, we paffed 
under the fterns of feveral merchantmen of different nations. 
There were but two Englifh veffels in the number, one of which 
is freighted by Mr. Baldwin for Conftantinople. 

In the aftesngon a large party of us fallied out to take a view 
of Pompey's pillar, the theme of the prefent age, and the admira- 
tion of paft times! Befides my companions and myfelf, we were 
joined by the two Englifh commanders of the fhips in the har- 
bour, and by Monfigur Meillon, and fome young gentlemen of 
the French factory, _We mounted the firft affes that prefented 
themifcives er hire. and, attended by our Janizary, took the 
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courfe we purfued yefterday. We left the convent on our right, 
and prefently came among broken arches and long pavements, 
which are the remains of an aqueduct. Several towers reared up 
their difmantled heads on each fide of us, whofe-appearance pro- 
nounces them to have been pofts of great importance and.ftrength. 
A number of ftately pillars next engaged our attention. They 
are placed in two parallel lines, and feem to have, formerly fup- 
ported fome magnificent portico. The pillars are of granite, or 
Thebaic marble, and about thirty fget high of a fingle ftone; and 
we counted no lefs than thirty of them ftill ftanding. But how- 
evel choice thefe columns might be in any other place, they were 
but foils to the pillar which now appeared before us. We had 
been buried amid the ruins and the hills of fand, which the winds 
have thrown up, when, leaving the city by the gate of Rofetto, 
we came unexpectedly upon-the pillar. It is impoffible to tell 
which is moft worthy of admiration, the height, the workman- 
fhip, or the condition of this pijlar. By the beft accounts we can 
obtain, it is an hundred and ten feet high. The fhaft, which is of a 
fingle ftone of granite, is ninety feet, and the pedeftal is twenty 
more, It is of the Corinthian order, which gives a beautiful dig- 
nity to its fimplicity, rarely to be met with in modern architec- 
ture. ‘It has fuffered little or no injury from time. The polifh 
upon the fhaft has wonderfully withftood the buffeting- of the 
tempeft ; and it promifes to hand down a patriot name to the late 
pofterity of the ignorant native, who has no other trace of the fame 
of Pompey! The pedeftal has been fomewhat damaged by the in- 
ftruments of travellers, who are curious to poffefs a relic of this 
antiquity ; and one of the volutes of the column was immaturely 
brought down about four years ago, by a prank of fome Englifh 

captain, which is too ludicrous to pafs over. 
Thefe jolly fons of Neptune had been puthing about the can 
on board one of the fhips in the harbor, until a.ftrasige freak en- 
tered 
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tered into one of their brains. +» The eccentricity of the thought 
occafioned it immediately to be adopted ; and its apparent impof 
fibility was but a fpur for the putting it into execution. The 
boat was ordered, and with proper implements for the attempt, 
thefe enterprizing "heroes pufhed afhore, to drink a bowl of punch 
on the top of Pompey’s pillar! At the fpot they arrived; and 
many contrivances were propofed to accomplifh the defired point. 
But their labor was vain; and they began to defpair of fuccefs, 
when the genius who itruck opt the frolic, happily fuggefted the 
means of performing it. A man was difpatched to the city for a 
paper kite. The inhabitants were by this time apprized of what 
was going forward, and flocked in crouds to be witnefles of the 
addrefs and boldnefs of the Englifh. The governor of Alexandria 
was told that thefe feamen were about to pull down Pompey’s 
pillar. But whether he gave them credit for their refpett to the 
Roman warrior, or to the Turkifh government, he left thém to 
themfelves, and politely anfwered, that the Englifh were too great 
patriots to injure the remains of Pompey. He knew little, how- 
ever, of the difpofition of the people who were engaged in this 
undertaking. Had the Turkifh empire rofe in oppofition, it | 
would not, perhaps, at that moment have deterred them. The 
kite was brought, and flown fo direétly over the pillar, that when 
it fell on the other fide, the ftring lodged upon the capital. The 
chief obftacle was now overcome. A two-inch rope was tied to 
one end of the ftring, and drawn over the pillar by the end to 
which the kite was affixed. By this rope one of the feamen saf- 
cended to the top, and in lefs than an hour, a kind of fhroud was 
conftru@ted, by which the whole company went up, and drank 
their punch amid the fhouts of the aftonifhed multitude. To the 
eye below, the capital of the pillar does not appear capable of hold- 
ing more than one man-upon it; but our feamen found it could 
comtain no lefs than eight perfons very conveniently. It is afto- 
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nifhing that no accident befel thefe madcaps, in a fituation fo 
elevated, that would have turned a landman giddy in his fober 
fenfes. The only detriment which the, pillar received, was the 
lofs of the volute before-mentioned; which .came down with a 
thundering found, and was carried to England by one of the cap- 
tains, as a prefent to a lady who commiffioned him for a piece of 
the pillar. The difcovery which they made, amply compenfated 
for this mifchief; as without their evidence, the world would not 
have known at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue on 
this pillar, one foot and ancle of which are ftill remaining. 
The ftatue was, probably, of Pompey himfelf ; and muft have 
been of a gigantic fize, to have appeared of a man’s propor- 
tion at fo great an height. 

There are circumftances in this ftory which might give it 
an air of fiction, were it riot demonftrated beyond all doubt. 
Befidés the teftimonies of many eye-witnefles, the adventurers 
themfelves have left us a token of the fa&, by the initials of 
their names, which are very legible in black paint juft beneath 
the capital. We fpent fo much time in viewing this elegant 
column, that the evening was too far advanced for us to go 
further. After providing ourfelves with a relic of this thrine, 
we returned towards the port, which is about a mile and a 
quarter diftant. In our way we mounted an eminence, which 
has’ been thrown up by the Turks in digging for antiques, 
which are frequently found here. From hence we had a fine 
view of the new and old city and port of Alexandria. 


WEDNESDAY. sf Ocroser. 


I had a prefent of an antique this morning from Signior 
Brandi. It is a blue ftone which bears the head of a Jupiter Ca- 
pitolinus. The {mall collection which I have made, is not worth 
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prefenting to the reader, though the place from which I ¢hicfly 
drew them, is a proof of their being originals: as ncither the 
fkill-nor the remotene(s of the country of Upper Egypt, can favor 
deceit in fuch matters. But a ftranger fhould be very careful how 
he makes thefe purchafes in Alexandria. Seals have been tendered 
me for fale, which had all the appearance of antiquity; but on 
the infpection of a perfon converfant in virrz, turned out to 
be copies. They are, however, at times, in great plenty in this 
neighborhood. The people who follow this trade, hit per- 
chance upon a mine of curiofities, when a virtuofi might fur- 
nifh a cabinet with originals at a {mall expence. his we 
faw exemplified. Signior Brandi lives with the Genocfe con- 
ful, Signior Agoftini. At his houfe we met with feveral anti- 
quities, which have been recovered from the ruins of this city. 
Among the moft remarkable is a buft of Alexander, finely 
executed and but little damaged. 

In the afternoon we went to fee Cleopatra’s Needle, which lics 
to the eaftward of the city. We again mounted our afies, and,, 
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about 
ten minutes at the Needle. It is almoft clofe to the fea, and lifts 
up its head amid an heap of ruins, which appear to have been a 
circle of magnificent buildings that furrounded it. It is faid, 
there were originally three obelifks which bore this name; and 
that one of them has heen buried by its own weight, and the ri- 
fing of the {and about it. It is certain, however, that two of 
them once ftood here at about fifty yards afunder. One of them 
was torn up by the roots in a violent ftorm fome years ago, and 
“ prone on the ground lies groveling many a rood.” Thefe obe- 
fiks are alfo of granite, which is the marble peculiar to this place. 
They are of a fingle ftone, fixty feet in length, and covered on 
all fides with hicroglyphics, The one which is ftanding, yields 
only in beauty to Pompey’s pillar, among the remains of this au- 
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guft city; and it is a wonder that no attempt has been made ta 
tranfport the fallen Needle to Europe; a fimilar enterprize ta 
which was effected, I think, in the removal of Trajan’s pillar, 
the greateft boaft of modern Rome. What a beautiful termina- 
tion would it make to one of the viftos at Chatfworth! What a 
noble addition would it prove to the collection at Stowe! But the 
expence would be too heavy for any, but a princely purfe to dif- 
charge, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch 
to poffefs. For a drawing of this obelifk, as well as of Pompey’s * 
pillar, I muft refer the reader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and 
to the drawings of Mr. Dalton. The few plates which I have 
ventured to give, contain views of fuch things only as are not, 
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travels. 

We contemplated this obelifk with pleafure, and left it with 
regret. While we looked at the ruins around us, we could not 
but fangy ourfélves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies. 
Here Anthony revelled; here Cleopatra veigned! Here beauty 
fhed her rofy files; here pleafure danced an.eternal round ; and 
here, alas! the hero forewent empire and life for the fafcinating 
charms of love! Some hundreds of yards from the fpot we had 
left, is an angle of the antient walls of the city. Thefe walls are 
{till above the level of the ground, and the ditch is ftill to be dif- 
linguifhed. This is the eaftern face, and at certain equidiftances, 
there were round towers for the better protection of the walls, 
We entered the tower at the angie, which appeared to be lefs- de- 
cayed. than the reft. There is a circular room in the middle, 
which: at prefent goes up to the top of the tower; But by a nar- 


*, The author has given a view of this pillar in, the, frouti{piece to bis Eaftern 
Eclogues; but a more competent idea, can be gathered of it in» collection of prints, 
publithed by the ingenious Mr, Dalton in the year 1752, compriging, among other, 
antiquities, the elevations and fectians of the pyramids of Egypt, which mutt have 
been a tak not lefs difficult than curious. 
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row ftaircafe on one fide of it, there is a likelihood of there ha- 
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and 
on our return home, vifited the church of St. Catherine belong- 
ing to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re- 
cefs illuminated’with a lamp, to fee the ftone on which St. Ca- 
therine was beheaded. This {tone is held in uncommon venera- 
tion ; and the fathers are very anxious to perfuade ftrangers, that 
drops of her blood are ftill vifible thereon. They were under no 
danger of having this opinion contradicted, through the abun- 
dance of our zeal; but they were, perhaps, more pleafed, that we 
had charity enough to eave fome filver aniong them, towards the 
propagation of this innocent impofition. 


THURSDAY, 2d Ocroser. 


Intelligence came this morning of the lofs of fivé boats,on the 
bogage, or bar of the Nile, which were among a fleet that 
failed two days ago for Rofetto. The young Swifs whom I have. 
before fpoken of, was unluckily on board one of them ; and we 
learn with concern, that he has efcaped only with his lifc., 
If the reader, however, remembers our defcription of that place, 
it may feem a greater mercy to him, that the young man did not 
perifh with his effects. The wind blowing in the teeth of a rapid 
current, muft have occafioned a prodigious {well on the bar, 
which generally proves as fatal to the mariner as to his bark. 
The French merchants of this city are faid to be confidegable , 
fufferers by this accident; as they had very rich bates of goods 
on the boats which are wrecked. But the misfortune of the 
young Swifé chiefly engaged our attention. Our minds yet 
{marted with ‘thé remembrance of our own diftrefles; and we 
were, perhaps, nevér in a difpofition to have contributed more, 
largely, than wé now did, towards the relief of a fellow-crcea- 

ture. 


[ 376 J 
ture. - So true it is,’ that calamity i is the beft hyfician FY men- 
tal infirmities, and difpofes the paffions to it en more } feriquily 
to the'calls of humanity. 

ft is laughable enough, to obferve the materials and fafhion ‘oF 
the generality of the buildings of this city. Marble read ly wrought 
to the hand, is in fuch profufion here, that int’ every. fir'eet br 
meet with the noble fragments of palaces and temples, ‘applie to 
the meaneft pupofes. 1 have feen a ftable fupported by pillars of 
the fineft granite, and a cow-houfe paved with the moft beautiful 
tablets of marble. ‘This view, indeed, is more likely to provoke a 
figh than a fmile. It too nearly refembles the prophecy denoun- 
ced againtt that fplendid city, whofe regal edifices were to become 
the habitations of the beatts of the field. But our ridicule is di- 
rected againft another objet. The court-yards of the foreign 
factories are encompafled with the choiceft pillars that could be 
procur gd; but the confufion of orders, in which the Doric, Io- 
nic, and Corinthian jar together, joined to the unequal ‘height 
and diameter of the fhafts, rather render the whole a luditrous 
than an agreeable affemblage, ” But as the builders have had con-" 
venience more than elegance in view, the want of gate 3 in the dif. 
pofition is the mote excufable. 

We took a ride i in the evening to ithe, canal which was brought 
from the Nile, and fill fupplies the city | witl water. Our route 
lay through a toad which leads to the S. F. gate, and, divides. the 
antient city into two equal parts. This ‘is the high road to Ro- 
fetto, on which travellers are accuftgmed to xo on mules, i in pre- 
ferefice to the dangerdus tis paifage by fed. “rhe ie aig Ae dseapees 
in feven or.eight hours, and ried syria lierby ark 
is now removed, by the gallantry, of, aT prk.aey , 
yeftarday by the Badonins, yer Araby, shat keen 
the, commtry. The captain, of the gatan:was ‘inckliy Zagt = 
Turk, and'bidadhesogce hare Bel 0,other pars .We. 
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in about half an hour at the.gate. It has been a very fuperb 
work, and there are ftill two columns, which fupport the pedettal 
above it, of the moft beautiful fymmetry and defign. ‘The canal 
is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It ftill ferves the chief 
purpofe for which it was intended ; and, in the floods, conveys a 
fifficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the cifterns for the 
ufe of the enfuing year. This expenfive labor was neceflary to 
rectify the defect with which this thirfty foil is curft, and is in 
every refpect worthy of its fuppofed founder. But the channel a 
few miles above is fo choaked up, as to render it no longer na- 
vigable for the fmalleft boats, except for a week or two in the 
year. There is a large arch thrown over this canal, which ap- 
pears firm enough to admit of repair. Neither the bridge nor 
canal, however, have a chance to be reftored to their former con- 
dition by. the indolent and illiberal Turk ; although, comparative- 
ly fpeaking, an inconfiderable expence would be the’ means,of re- 
viving, in their full extent, thefe elegant and ferviceable works of 
antiquity. On the banks of this canal are raifed the vegetables, 
with which the city is fupplied; and beyond them the defart 
ftretches to the Nile. 

On our return home we made a tour of the weftern wall of the 
antient city, which we had not before feen. There are towers 
upon it as on the other fide, and the wall has more frequent 
breaches in it. 


FRIDAY, 3d Ocrozer. 


T employed myfelf this morning in tranfcribing an ode, which I 
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile. 
The reader will find it in the Appendix, where it will appear as a 
companion to the odeto the defart. He may, perhaps, fufpect me 
of another reafon than what I before alledged, for not mingling, 
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poetry and profe, for putting it in that place. The contraft be- 
tween the fubjetts 3 is fo ftriking, as to fet the defcriptive paflages 
of either piece in the beft light. 

Nothing retards our departure but the veffel's difpatches, which 
are not arrived from Cairo. For fear of my being hereafter pre- 
vented, I will here communicate the ftory of the French conful’s 
murder, fome circumftances of which are of an extraordinary na- 
ture, and will ferve to juftify the unfavorable idea which is enter- 
tained of the Arabians, in different parts of this work. 

Three young gentlemen belonging to the French fattory had 
been out in the country fhooting pigeons. They were met on 
their return by jome Arabs, who, with their ufual impudence to 
Chriftians whom they fuppofe to be in their power, demanded 
their guns. Thefe the Frenchmen naturally refufed to deliver 
up; anda ftruggle enfuing, in which they were likely to‘ be over- 
come ‘by numbers, one of them levelled his piece, and fhot an 
Arab dead on the fpot. The unexpectednefs of this aGtion ftruck 
fuch a terror into the reft, that they immediately difperfed, and left 
the young men to make the beft of their way off. This they ef- 
fected, but, with different fortunes. The guilty perfon knew 
there was no fafety for him in Alexandria, although the life had 
been taken away in defence of his property, againft an hoftile af- 
fault. He bent his way, therefore, to a village on the fea-fide, 
and, without fufpicion, hired a mule for Rofetto. Here he ar- 
rived with great expedition, and embarked on a boat which was 
that moment going for Damiat. : Happily for him, when he 
reached that city, there was a veffel under way for, Conftanti- 
nople, in which he efcaped from the deftiny shat awaited him. 
One of his companions concealéd himiedlf in this city, “pntil, be 
found an opportunity to quit it,, which his knewledge of, the 
language enabled him to do in dafety. The other togk. refuge in 
the French factory ; the fuppofed fanttity of which, he vainly 
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imagined would protect him from the refentment of the Arabs. 
Though he was only a fpectator of the accident which lrad hap- 
pened, he was doomed to anfwer for it in the moft inhuman 
manner. The’ city: was prefently in commotion; and a mob, 
headed by the comratles of the deceafed, forced open the gates of 
the factory, after having been denied admittance by the conful, 
took out the unfortunate youth who remained, and hung him 
upon the firft tree they met with. Not fatisfied with this faciifice, 
they afterwards cut him in pieces, and expofed his limbs in difle- 
rent quarters of the city. 

Ilere one might think the vengeance of a barbarian would ftop. 
With fuch aretaliation, that, confounding as it did the innocent 
with the guilty, is fo agreeable to their notions of jaftice, the 
Arabs might be fatisfied. But their thirft for blood was not yet 
quenchéd. As the murderer had efcaped, they tugned their rage 
again{t the innocent man, who had prefumed to afford”his ac- 
complice a fandctuary. « Aware of the unforgjvmg difpofitions of 
the Arabs, the conful had confined himfelf to hts houfe for the’ 
fpace of two months, and upwards. He now thought the matter 
was forgotten, and ventured out as ufual to. take the air on an 
afs, along with the Jamizary of his nation. This Janizary i> 
eftesmed here a fufficient fafeguard. He may be fo oa common 
eccafions, but his authority failed him on this. They were met 
by aman near Pompey's Pillar, who, with feeming inditference,, 
enquired the conful’s name of the Janizary; and being fatisfied 
it. was the perfon he fought, he ftepped fuddenly behind him, apd 
difcharged.a pistol in his back. The ball went thiough the con- 
fplis body, and.he immediately expired. Thus lofing, like the 
hero near whefe, column he fell, his life by the treachery of the 
Ragatian: race! The allaffin efcaped during the Janizary’s con- 
fafipn, and no.notice was taken by the government of fuch aa 
eutrage. The French confulted their own dignity, as well as the 
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interefts of other nations, when they fent two frigates this fummer 
to demarid fatisfa€tion. But whether the force was inadequate, 
or they have been tempted, by fome fecret advantages, to give up, 
as they have done on many occafions, the honor,and even fafety 
of their minifters in Turkey, the frigates have departed, without 
fuccefs in their negotiation, 


SATURDAY, 4th Ocroser. 


We were alarmed this morning with the report of a veffel being 
about to founder in the harbor. This carried us to the quay, 
where we faw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour. 
It feems that fhe run upon the anchor of another veflel as fhe 
came into the road, and the crew were glad to quit her with their 
lives. It is furprizing that thefe accidents are not more frequent 
in a port, where veffels are obliged to be always moored, on ac- 
count of their infecure ftation. ‘The wattr is fo fhallow when 
the tide is out, that there would be no fteering clear of the anchors, 
were not ftrangers apprized where they he. What is done, there- 
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here 
enforced for the good of the public. And every veffel is obliged, 
by an order at this port, to place buoys over her anchors. A failure 
in this meafure {ubjects her to the payment of any lofs fhe may 
occafion. And, it is faid, the owners of the Greck polacre will 
recover damages on this ground. 

As‘we were returning'from the quay, we met a porter finking, 
to all appearance, under a double bale of cotton. He wore jack~ 
boots, in order to keep his knees ftraight, and. walked. doubled, with 
his hands fupported on his knees. Were not the fact well known 
to thoufands who trade tothe Levant, one would hefitate to men» 
tion the enormous loads which the Turkifh porters carry. We 
went to the fcales where the bales were weighing, and faw one of 
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them take a bale of 7 cwt. upon his back, and ftagger under it 
to the quay. The diftance, indced, is not very great, and there 
appears to be as much art as ftrength exercifed in thefe furpriz- 
ing efforts of the ‘bodily powers. I have heard more than once, 
daring my refidence in India, of the porters in Perfia heing fa- 
mous for carrying a pipe of wine on their backs, which is more 
than ro cwt. and, with the affiftance of a bamboo, or ftick acrofs 
his fhoulders, a Chinefe at Canton is faid to fupport an equal bur- 
den with more eafe to himfelf, It is only in countries, hawever, 
where labourers of this kind are fcarce, that fuch vigour is defir- 
able. In Paris or London, where profeffions are not hereditary, 
and where every idler is willing to turn his hand to any thing, the 
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This ufeful 
branch of labor would fink in its value, and crouds would lan- 
guifh for want of employment. 

We dined on board one of the Englifh fhips to-day, where 
the departure of the French frigates without redrefe of their 
complaint, became the fubject of converfation. It feems that 
the French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners 
here on this occafion ; and comparifons been’ drawn between 
them and the Englifh, not to their advantage. Indeed, hiftory 
furnifhes many inftances of the oppofite behavior of both go- 
vernments in fimilar cafes. Where one negotiates for a redrefs 
of injuries, the other difpatches a fleet to command it. And 
while one is wafting time in unavailing threats, the other 
employs more certain arguments of conviction with the Malio- 
metan powers. But there is fomething very myfterious in this 
procedure of a people, who, in other refpects, are jealous of af- 
fronts, and enamored of glory. The particular advantages which 
they derive from the Turkey trade, feem to influence their ope- 
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the prefervation of thofe 
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is indebted to France, for the trouble fhe took in fcouring the 
Archipelago of the pirates which infefted it, after tne clofe of the 
Ruffian war. They were chiefly Greeks, and abounded in‘fuch 
a degiec, that not a merchantman efcaped: being attacked by 
them. The French frigates every where purfued them with une 
remitting vigilance; and to eradicate the cvil effectually, ran 
their barks down in general, without firing a gun. The good 
confequcnces of thefe exertions foon appeared; and it is no- 
torious, that there never was a time, in which the Mediterra- 
nean was fo free of coifairs of all denominations, as the 
prefent. 

Captain Calvi'introduced us in the evening toa Greck family, 
which confifted of a lady and her two daughters. The latter 
were very beautiful, but overloaded with a profufion of zechins 
upon their heads and breafts, which were ftrung together like 
pearl #. The eldeft of the daughters is married to a man now 
in France. She preffed our captain muck for a paflage, He is 
full; but with the gallantry of a Frenchman, placed his refufal' 
to a defire of preferving harmony among his paffengers, which 
the influence of her charms could not fail to invade. The frank- 
nefs and pleafantry of this Provenga/ are very engaging, and 
afford us a profpect of much entertainment during our 
voyage, 


SUNDAY, sth Ocroszx. 


We attended the fervice this morning at the chapel of the-Ge- 
noefe factory, where we afterwards dined, on the inyitation of 
* Among theft I perceived a medal of Alexander the Great, in fine prefervation. 
As the characters were Roman, it was probably ftruck by one of the Cofars in 


honor of that. hero. I attempted, in vain, to place i¢ among my {mall cal- 
keren.. 


Signior 
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signior Brandi. The conful is a polite chearful old gentleman 
of feventy and upwards, and has ferved in that office with great 
credit, for above thirty years. Ile is, however, too muh of an 
invalid to be able to attend to bufinefs, which is managed for 
him by Signior Rraridi, who is alfo agent to Mr. Baldwin. 

* We accompanied Signior Brandi in the evening to the Vene- 
tian factory, where we drank coffee with an Italian lady who is 
lodged there. From hence we fallied out to a garden, which is 
about ten minutes walk from the city. This garden is thickly 
planted with fruit-trees of various kinds, in which we found a 
very agreeable relief from the fandy views, which every where 
meet the eye in the environs of this place. Nothing but the 
happinefs of its fituation for commerce, could have prompted 
Alexander to have founded a city on this barren fpot. And the 
rank it keeps among commercial cities at this hour, in fpite of 
the revolutions it has feen in its religion, government, and cuftoms, 
demonftrates the acutenefs of that monarch’s difcernment. ' T'yre, 
Athens, and Carthage; are only to be refpeéted in the page of 
hiftory: while the port of Alexandria is ftill crouded with the 
veflels of different nations ; and {till difpenfes, though in a lefs 
degree, her bounty through the world. 

As we returned home we paffed the houfe of a fair Jewefs, 
whofe reputation is fpread about this city. It is her cuflom to 
fhew herfelf daily at her window, to enfnare thofe who venture 
to gaze upon her, It’ is affirmed that her charms made a very 
fingular impreffion upon an Englifh nobleman, who came here 
fome years ago. He bid very highly for her perfon, but, was’ 
difappointed in his views. The amour fomehow got wind, and 
fhe was honored by a wag with his title, which fhe has preferved 
to this day. 

In a converfation with our Janizary this evening, we difco- 
vered that fear was one caufe of the diftinétion, with which the 
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Englih are treated‘in this country. It is many years fince the 
Englith trade has declined in the Levant. Their fhips of war 
no more ride trrumphant in thefe feas, and their thunders. have 
long ceafed to {trike terror through the coafts of Egypt. But 
the {pell is revived. The Englith have found their way jnto the 
Red-fea, and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on their 
own terms. The reader may remember the affiftance which we 
received in our greateft diftrefs, from the arrival of the Swallow 
floop of war at Judda. This floop mounted about twenty guns, 
and had carried difpatches from Madras to Suez. Since the Por- 
tuguefe were expelled Arabia, no veffel of war belonging to a fo- 
reign power, had vifited that port. Her arrival was a phenome- 
non which alarmed the weaknefs of this government. ‘The jea- 
loufies that exift among the European nations, are the bafis of 
its fecurity on the fide of the Mediterranean. But on the fhores 
of the Red-fea, it muft fubmit to the power, whofe empire in 
India Ras given them the navigation and commerce of the Red- 
fea, without a competitor. And this power is the Englith. 
A track, ftruck out by private adventurers, may hereafter bene- 
fitthe public ; and, under proper reftrictions, add to the influence 
‘and power of the Company, in a meafure which might exceed 
expectation *, Rumor is well known to magnify danger. The 
force 


* The inftability of the Egyptian government weakens, in fome degree, thé 
foice of this reafoning. It has been fuggefted by the ingenious Dr. Ruffell, 
whofe long refidence in Turkey inclines the author to pay a deference to him on 
4 fubjyét on which he is fo much better informed, that the difcouragement which 
the Turks give to the trade by Suez, arifes from this very caufe. The revolu- 
tions in Cairo are often annual, andthe Porte, confequently, can depend but little 
on receiving a fhare of their profits from men, whofe footing in power is fo flip- 
gery. The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo, turns out 
wholly in favor of the Turk. The inference, therefore, which the Dottor draws, 
is very judicious, The commerce by Aleppo would fall to the ground, were thes 
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force.of the Swallow floop was eftimated at Cairo at fixty guns, 
Here, fhe isa firft rate! It is no wonder that this government 
fhould be on its good behavior, when it has not even a galicy on 
the Red-fea to pr otect the trade. For though this trade is almoit 
wholly carried on’ upon Arabian bottoms, were an embargo 
td be Jaid on the i importation of coffee into the Egyptian ports, 
the courfe would be turned to the caravans, through which chan- 
nel the coffee is delivered at more than double the price, to what 
it is by water. 


MONDAY, 6th Ocrosrr. 


We are detained here by the moft vexatious of all circum- 
flances—the neglect of the agents of the Cleopatra. Captain 
Calvi has been ready to fail thefe four days, and his difpatches 
are not yet arrived from Cairo. To whet our difappointment, 
the wind has been cafterly the whole time; and we “might 
have performed a fourth part of our paflage to Marfeilles. Na- 
tural delays fhould be borne with patience; but thofe which 
arife fiom human perveifenefs, are enough to ruffle a Stoic’s 
temper. 

We encountered fome objects to-day, who beyond all others 
fhould engage our commiferation. They were the captain and 
officers of a French veficl, which was wrecked four years ago on 
the coaft of Barbary. Along with the crew they were cariied into 
flavery ; and have now been releafed by an accident. The em- 
peror of Morocco has fent an embafly to the court of France, 
and thefe Frenchmen were felected, among forty others, as a pre- 
fent worthy for a king to receive. The particulars of thefe un- 


by Suez to be eftablifhed. And this is the fecret objection which the Porte en- 
certains to the latter trade , arid-was hatched, not by the influence of French ih- 
trigues, sor the Complaints of the relrgious of Mecca and Medina. 
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fortunate people’s {tory are very imterefting, but very fimilar to 
accounss already publifled of captives in the fame fituation. There 
is a youth ainong them of about fourteen years of age. His lot 
was different frée the rcft. On account of his youth, when 
they were firft brought to Morocco, the emperor ordered him to 
be an attendant in the feraglio. This anecdote we had from the 
boy’s own mouth, although he was fometimes at a lofs to ex- 
prefs himfclf in his native tongue. His employment was to make . 
coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bouquets for them of 
the fweeteft flowers in the gardens of the palace. It may, pei- 

haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul- 
tana js an Enghfhwoman, who has been elevated to that dignity 
more than twenty years. She feems to be about forty, and ha- 
ving borne the emperor two fons, is perhaps, on that account, 
treated by him with a diftin@ion, which her charms ne longer 
command. And in fact, while he pays her only court in public, 
his private hours are dedicated to a French concubine, who was 
made a captive by one of his cruizers, and pn account of her ex- 
quifite beauty, preferred to the feraglio. Thefe barbarians, it 
fecms, are grown nice in their amours! Depopulated Greece can- 
not afford them a variety of beauty, but they mutt appropriate the 
{poils of France and England to pamper their bafe lufts!| Where 
fleeps the vengeance of thofe warlike nations, that they fuffer 
thefe crying injuries to pafs unpunifhed? The gallies of Barbary 

groan with their men, and her feraglios teem with their females ! 

When the ftates of Eurgpe learn to diftinguifh their true interefts; 

when they eftablifh a firm bafis of union among themfelves ; then, 

and then only, can they hope to fee their arms directed againtft 

the common enemies of mankind; to fee their commerce un- 

interrypted, their people uninflaved, by the refuse of the earth! 

The Mahometan Ramazan is commenced. This inttitute igs 
“an imitation of our Lent, except that there is a difference in the 
mode 
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mode of abftinence required. ‘The rigid Catholic contents him- 
felf with a change of diet; and takes his ufual meals without 
fcruple, fo that he forbears flefh and certain forbidden things. 
The life of a Mufflulman undergoes a total innovation during this 
faft. From the timethe fun rifes until it {ets again, the tafte of 
any fubftance, even water itfelf, is prohibited by the law of Ma- 
homet. But then the night brings full reparation with it. Ex- 
cefs follows abftinence, and he indulges himfelf in a variety of 
food, to be revenged upon the law. The bad confequences of 
this pricftcraft muft be fenfibly felt by both parties. Our Ja- 
nizary has been quite unhinged fince the Ramazan began. He 
is now fitter for fleep than aétion, during the day; and were we 
to remain here, we fhould reap little benefit from his fervices 
while the faft continued. The ftreets are now empty of people in 
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to aflemble m the 
coffee-houfes, and at the corners of the ftreets ; where they 
wait for the prieft’s prpclamation of funfet.: Their faces betray 
«the height of impatience; and at the appointed fignal, they 
{tart for their dinners with no very temperate intentions. 


TUESDAY, 7th OcrToser. 


The veffel’s difpatches are at length arrived, but the wind is fo 
confiderably heightened to-day, that the captain holds it danger- 
ous to attempt moving out of his ftation with it. We muft wait 
for what the morrow may effect in our behalf. 

News is juft come from Cairo, that the troubles upon the Nile 
are recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in 
this unhappy country. The fugitive beys have found means to 
poffefs themfelves at length of Jirje, about which city they have 
long hovered. The fituation of this poft enables them to {top ef- 
fectually, the navigation of the river, A large armament is pre- 
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paring at Cairo, to diflodge the ‘rebels from their {trong ‘hold. 
Boats of all kinds are preffed for this fervice, and the communi- 
cation promifes to be interrupted between Alexandria andthe me- 
tropolis. The iffue of this commotion may, to all appearance, be 
foretold. It is the laft effort of a defperate. party, which can- 
not avail them againft fuperior numbers and difcipline. Ifmaul 
Beg has now fet a price upon the heads of his antagonifts. 
This barbarous practice is juftified by the example of the moft 
polifhed nations, againft thofe whom the ftate confiders as trai- 
tors. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt 
of his fears. But the accomplifhment of this defign is uncertain *, 
We cannot fufficiently congratulate ourfelves on our removal 
from thofe fcenes of contention; and count all our toils as hap- 
pily endured, fince we have efcaped thereby, the new delays that 
awaited us. 

Ibrahim has juft now taken leave of us, to embark on a boat 
which is bound for Rofetto.. He is furnifhed with recommenda- 
tions for the Englifh captains who may come to Suez; and there. 
is no doubt of his finding a good opportunity to get back to the 
Adventure, to which veffel he ftill belongs. The behavior of this 
poor Indian has been uniformly honeft and ingenuous. Some 
flight errors which he has been guilty of, were fully retrieved by 
the importance of his fervices; and could we command power or 
riches at this moment, they would be employed in beftowing a 
more fuitable reward on his merits. Henceforth be not virtue 
appropriated by any particular fect. Let pride be taught to be- 
lievé, there is no diftin&tton among mankind, but what refults 
from the practice of good and evil; and imbibe, with us, a chari- 
table opinion of the members of every perfuafion. 


* So uncertain, that it appears the very reverfe has fince happened, and the de- 
pofed beys have recovered their power, though at this hour, perhaps, it has again 
rluded their grafp! 

That 
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That we might be ready for the captain’s fummons in the 
morning, we difcharged our debts at this place, and prefented our 
Janizary with fome pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have 
given him. The alacrity with which we fhall quit thefe fhores, 
has been quickened by concurrent circumftances. The very air 
of this city feems to be impregnated with the breezes of the 
North. Her ftreets difplay the habit which is fo familiar to our 
eyes ; and her harbor is crowded with veffels, which are bound to 
the tands of liberty and feience. What bofom then can reprefs 
its emotions at fuch a fight? What foot would linger on the 
ftrand, when the fail was fet for the ports of Europe? Curiofity 
has been fatisfied. Like the hunters who have -encountered toil 
and danger in the purfuit of their game, we anticipate the {weets 
of repofe; and find, that the ardor of expectation conftituted the 
principal pleafure of the chace. 


WEDNESDAY, ‘8th Ocrozer. 


The wind being favorable this morning for our departure, 
the Captain fired a gun, as a fignal for us to go off. At fe-, 
ven o’clock Monfieur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander, 
Mr. Hammond, and myfelf to the quay, where we embarked 
on the Cleopatra; and at eleven, weighed our anchor for 
Marfeilles *. 


* It may be fatisfa€tory to the reader to know that our travellers, whom he has 
fo long acccmpanied, arrived fafely in England at the clofe of the year 1777, after, 
a journey of eleven months. It may be fuppofed that the end of their mifidn was 
defeated by the delays they encountered; but they flatter themfelvcs, that the merit 
of perfeverance will not be denied them, either by the refpectable body in whofe fer- 
vice ic was exerted, ox by the generous public. 


AND 
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AND now, Madam, it is time té bid you adieu. TS purfue the 
fimile of the hunters, whatever fatisfadion I may have found in 
the recitaf of our adventures, I doubt whether an indifferent per- 
fon will liften as complacently to the tale. In, the review of this 
volume, I have as much reafon to pray for your ‘indulgenee, as to 
hope for your fympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye, 
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are almoft infeparable 
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an unrea- 
fonable or arrogant wifh. While the major part of mankind are 
adminiflering to the caprices of the female-fex, while they are 
feeding their vanity with the groffeft flatteries, and perverting 
their difpofitions. by an idle compliance with their humours, his 
prefumption may furely be excufed, who, actuated by a fpirit of 
philanthropy, and willing to communicate the refult of dear- 
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman of hés party, 
who has refléction enough to,weigh the importance of human 
misfortunes, and zeal enough, to promote their publication for the 
inftruction of the world. That he has not.offered a trifling fub-. 
ject to her confideration, is the beft compliment which he could 
pay toher underftanding ; and that he looks for her fympathy in 
the hour of diftrefs, is not the worft picture which he could give 
of her feelings. To be a ferious member of a thoughtlefs tribe, 
is no lefs an honor to a woman, than to poffefs a refined heart in a 
depraved and diffipated age. 


I have the honor to be, 
Madam, 


Your’s, &c. 
Alexandria, 8th OGober, 1777, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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POS fS§ CRIP YT. 


J UST as thefe fheets were going to the prefs, a letter came to 
J my hands, which, on every account, I would wifh to communi- 
cate to the reader. The ftorm is blown over, and the tale that threa- 
toned fuch tragical circumftances, is brought to an happy conclu- 
fion, But if any character in this work has ficuic) the affection 
of the reader, he will not refufe a figh toyts unworthy deftiny. If 
the work itfelf has interefted his paffions, he will greedily,perufe 
a jupplement, that promifes further food forthis curiofity. The 
Jetter is from Mr. Hammond, one of the number of the unlucky 
fubjects of thefe adventures, who has poffetfed refolution enough 
to hazard the dangers of an inhofpitable (hore, and to return to 
India by the route of Egypt. I mean not to anticipate the rela- 
tion of a firend, but I fhould do injuftice to my own feelings, were 
I to be filent on this melancholy occafton. , 

And here let me advife the fufceptible reader to clofe the volume. 
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to ditturd the Phi- 
lofopher’s peace 5 but the impreffion it makes on the unexperi- 
enced breaft, is too deep to be eafily erafed. But if he dare) the 
confit, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine, 
let him refleét on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous 
dead! Let him, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track, 
by which the foul is ted to the regions of immortality ; and while 
we embalm the monatch’s memory with an unfeigned tear, let us 

10 hope 


[ 392 ] 
hope that our latter prayers may ‘be as acceptable 00 tac petty, 
asour latter moments may be more propitious than thofe of the 
great, Iffhan Abu Ally! Unbroken be the reed which , mtpans 
thy lofs, rich pearl of Araby}, Sweet felling hike the gumyof 
Aden’s vale, to heaven afcend thy precious {pirit ! 


“ Grand Cairo, 20th Auguft, 1779. 
‘“¢ T cannot avoid giving you a letter from a place that was once 
‘* fo defitable an object to us, however reverfed it has been to me 
«a fecond time. I arrived here the 15th’ July laft, aftet a very 
‘ pleafant paffage from Venice, and was preparing, with my 
“ fellow-travelleis, to fet out for Suez on ‘the 28th, when, on 
“ that morning, Mr. Moore, the owster of our veflel, was made 
‘* a prifgner, and detained till four days ago, in confequence of 
“his fhip, with another at Suez, having been treacheroufly 
‘ feized by the orders of this goyernment. The fhips have fince 
< been ‘releafed, and the {é are gone to Suez to take poffef- 
* fion of them again ; which we only want to hear of, to enable 
‘ us to fet forward, This extraordinary manceuvre, on the part 
‘< of this government, was owthg to an Englith caravan having 
«« been plundered in croffing the defart from Suez to Cairo, and 
‘“‘ many unfortunate Europeans having perifhed in the defart. 
«* The government, upon this, contrived the means of feizing the 
«« veffels, and have made us enter into folemn engagements with 
«them, that fo holtilities fhall be cornmitted hereafter by the 
‘* Englith, in confequence of that, aceident ! 
“, The politics of this country have been a good deal changed 
“* fince we left it. It feems that foon after our departure from 
* Cairo, Ibrahim: Beg, and Morad. Beg, were brought back into 
* Cin, accompanied by our old friegd Ifnan Abu Ally, who 
e was, with Mr, Baldwin, and made-miany enquiries after us. For 
« this effemtial fervice, the poot ald man had his head aera 
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by Morad Beg, about three wacks ago, who was at Ghinnah 
in pprfuit of Huffein Beg, one of Ifmaul Beg’s partizans !— 
Nes Chevalier, the late governor of Chandernagore,, ar- 
rived here a few days ago from Judda, by the route of Cofre. 
He met with Morad Beg at Ghinnah, who gave him Ais pafl- 
port, for his fafety down the river. 

‘© J hope to leave Cairo in about five days, attended by our old 
fervant Ibrahim, who has been wife enough to marry here, and 
is a3 completely fettled as he well can be. I have adviled him 
to puth off to India with us. As if I had not been fufficiently 
punifhed for making a fecond vifit to this country, I have had 
the addition of an epidemical ficknefs, which -has peffed here 
with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to fvery Euro- 
pean in the place.” 
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T HE 


APPEN DI X.. 





ODE ro trHe DESART. 


Written on a Journey through the Defarts of Thebais, 
September 1777, 


HOU wafte! from human fight retir’d, 
By nought efteem’d, invok'd, defir’d ; 
“Where ftohy hill and tfrite pin 


And ever-fullen filence reign * : 


Where nought is feen to cheer the eye, 
But ruffet earth and funny fky; , 
Nor tree nor herbage blefs the ground, 
Nor aught to cherith life is found. 


Save, wherg’ fhe deer, whom fears affail, 
phccie iuddenly athwart the vale ; 

If chance the found of diftant feet 
Approach his lonefome, dark retreat. 


Ot while thy feecets T explore, 


al traverfe all thy regions o'er, 
patient came? I beftride— 


"May no ill hap his fteps betide ! 
"And ever-mefing melancholy yeigni. “! Pors's Risa to Abelard, 
As 
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As on we prefs the burriflag foil, 
And through the winding valley tail, 


Weill lend fome hill’s projesting beight, 
To fhield me frpm Sol's piercing fight. 


And fhould or {crips of water fail, 
And horrid thirft my lips flail, 
Then, then, thy fcanty drops impart, 
To renovate my fainting heart. 


Nor to thy toiling fon refufe 

The trufle’s leaf, or berry’s juice ; 
Thefe ftinted products of the watte, 
Luxurious ! let my camel tafte. 


At,noontide heat, and midnight cold, 
Thy vengeful ftores of wrath wi aa 
Nor bid the fudde fie, 

To blend at once, hills, vales, and tkies ! 


Dread caufe! too fubtile to, define, 
Where horror! dagger! ruin join | 
Stop, ftop.its peAdential breath, 
That ’whelms a caravan in. death | 


But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O! turn the roving * Arab back ; 
Who, tyger-like, infefts the way, 
And makes the traveller his prey. 


* The reader wil] have found that this with was not granted. We fell in with a 
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more extraordinary, on the very day that this 
Ode was written. This meeting, fo dreaded by us, was, in all probability, the 
caufe of our prefervation. T foes to man, by an unexpected turn, became our 
friends. They were our wt n our people were at a lofs for the road ; they 
led us to the fprings, and eh eae food, when our water or provifion fated 
ug. What an inconteftible evidence is this of the weaknefs of human i ' of 
the vanity of human wishes 
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.As erft the fons of Ifrael fea 
From Pharaoh’s feign and Nilus’ bed, 
Hére manna fell by God’s command, 
And water follow’d Mofes’ wand : 


So may old Nilus paffing nigh, 

A portion of his floods fupply ; 
Invite the neighb’ring peafant’s toil, 
To cultivate thine alter’d foil. 


So be thy hills with verdure fpread, 
And trees adorn each naked head ; 
Sot, the thirfty vales below, 
Difcoler'd {prings be taught to flow. 


So, tceming with,negleéted veins, 
Thy mevhle ya the ulptor’s pains ; 
Who, emuldis of Gripes, 
May give an Athens ta the watte! 


And on thy furtheft fandy fhore, 
Which hears the Red-fea’s billows roar, 
May Commerce file, her fails unfold, 
And change thine iron age to gold! 


ODE 
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ODE ro trHe NILE. 


Written during a Voyage down that River. Sept. 1777. 


I MMORTAL ftream! whom Afric leads 
Through barren plains and verdant mcjds ; 
Now flaming o’er the Nubian fands, 
Now laving Egypt's cultur’d lands ; 


To mark where Salt thos: Per ol ee fy gale, 
The poet’s ft#tch of thought might fail ; 
Might heroes fhudder to behold 

The wonders which thy depths unfold. 


O! place me on thy gentle tide, 

When firft it leaves its fountain wide ; 
Till, threat’ning on the Cat’raéWg brow, 
It rufhes to the world below. 


Here, as the joylefs wild we tracc, 
Where Nature fhrouds her beauteous face, 
The Oftrich—child of want and gloom! 
Dips in thy wave his filver plume. 
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Now, lurking on thy fedgy fhores, 

‘The Crpcodile his prey explores. 

‘Hadik ! ’tis a virgin’s thriek*—thy fled. 
She fought—to color with her blood ! 


No arms the montter can appal— 
Bounds from his fcales th’ unerrang ball. 
Lo! to avenge a mother’s tears, 

The Hippopotamus appears! 


N-w Death affumes his grimmeft form, 
Thy tréwbled furface owns the ftorm; 
Like wale velly]s, on they move 
‘Their mortN rage and force to prove 


O! bee wonlagpy Fea rangiG. dss. 
And to thy faireff'fcenes iptir} 


Where, {welling o’er thy native ftrand, . 
@hy waters fatten all the land; 


Where on the wide expanfe are feen 
The tufted grove and ifland green: 
The minaret, that tow’rs above, 
The haram—prifet gay of love! 


As Pleafure, Commerce, fpread the fail, 
A,thoufand’gsies catch the gale: 

_ Their oars a thoufand gallies ply, 
Whofe pomp refulgent ftrikes the eye, 


_ © This alludes to 2 circumftance which happened juft before the author came te 
the Nile, and which the reader will find in page 259 of thi, work. The frequent 
combats between the River-horfe and Crocodile, in whith the former is generally 
victorious, are tuo well kaown to need a cosament. 

Now 
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Now bear me dows Sifeefteth frm, 
Where Delta looks one cultur'd farm ; 
By ruin’d cities, nodding towers, 

And hide-me in Rofette bowers. 


Hall thdtles! who give fadh charths tb view, 
As ne’er Alcinéus’ pardens ‘knew ; 

While blofloms here their fweets unfold, 
Bow’d is the tree with frit of gold. 


And thou fam’d ftream! what tho’ no more 
The world’s emporium as of yore ; 

Tho’ grac’d not with the Roman name, 
Thy realm contending faction® claim : 


A Pharaoh’ d ft fwas thind 
Whom pity touch’d with cates divine, 
As fhe the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark afloat. 


Thou knew'ft a Cleopatra’s reign, 
Who number’d vittors in her train = 
A Julius, led by glory’s ray; 

An Anthony—to love a prey! 


A Ptolemy of learn’d renown, 

And great Sefoftris wore thy crown ; 
Thine, Memphis! crufh’d by adverfe fates, 
And Thebes—that op’d an hundred gates! 
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And Gl ths hd CaP iip's keep, 
While "fea-girt Pharos awés the deep s 
While left for ages to admire, 

Thy pyramids to heav’n afpire ! 


While Plenry on thy baitks is found, 
To feed the famith’d nations round; 
While Poets ftrive to fing in vain 
The wonders of thy vernal reign! 





